THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVI 


I  would  not  abolish  or  overthrow  the  Public  Health  Service  if  I  could. 
I  would  make  it  broader,  more  tolerant,  more  humane.  I  would  have  it 
presided  over  by  a  man  of  broad,  tolerant,  and  humanitarian  views,  who 
could  look  beyond  the  dead  line  of  the  so-called  regular  school  of  medi- 
cine and  seek  for,  find,  and  apply  for  the  common  welfare  all  that  is 
good  in  every  school  of  medicine,  old  and  new,  and  all  other  methods  of 
healing,  saving  none,  favoring  none. 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SEEYICE. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  sacred  duty 
of  the  National  Government  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
public  health.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  we  have 
established  a  bureau  of  the  Treasury  Department  known  as 
the  Public  Health  Service.  We  have  been  making  lavish  appro- 
priations for  this  service.  The  annual  expenditures  for  the 
Health  Service  in  its  various  branches,  including  the  Army  and 
Navy,  now  exceed  $20,000,000  a  year.  We  have  a  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral at  the  head  of  the  Public  Health  Service  proper,  a  Surgeon 
General  of  the  Army  and  a  Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy,  and 
under  them  an  army  of  surgeons,  assistant  surgeons,  and  subor- 
dinates of  various  and  sundry  kinds  running  up  into  the  thou- 
sands. In  a  statement  issued  nearly  two  years  ago  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  a  resolution  offered  by  me  calling 
for  information,  a  detailed  enumeration  of  expenditures  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health  was  given  and  a  summary  of  the 
information  thus  furnished  and  also  a  brief  recapitulation  by 
departments,  as  follows : 


Departments  and  bureaus. 

Expenses  of 
operation  and 
maintenance. 

Salaries  and 
other  com- 
pensation. 

Total 
expenses. 

Number 
of  officers 
and  em- 
ployees. 

State  Department  

$36,084.09 

536,084. 09 

668, 289. 55 

§1,236,413. 49 

1,904,703. 04 

{,507 

War  Department  

2,875,574. 56 

2,838,516.13 

5, 714,090.69 

4,521 

Panama  Canal  

628, 641.  44 

991, 749. 68 

1, 620, 391. 12 

1,634 

Soldiers'  Home,  Washing- 

ton, D.  C  

65, 469. 01 

23, 415.  56 

88, 884.  57 

89 

National  Homes  for  Dis- 

abled Volunteer  Soldiers.. 

755,022.  61 

291,  719.  21 

1,046,741.82 

1,244 

Navy  Department  

1,911,522. 88 

1,819,000.00 

3. 730, 522. 88 

2,074 

Interior  Department  

892, 422. 70 

684, 691. 40 

i;  577, 114. 10 

1,278 

Department  of  Agriculture. . 

347, 225. 60 

3,551,977.28 

3,899,202.88 

3, 159 

Department  of  Commerce 

and  Labor  

44, 739. 83 

95,060. 08 

139, 799. 86 

98 

Department  of  Justice  

32, 598. 18 

9, 953. 00 

42, 551. 18 

28 

Total  

8,257, 590. 45 

11,542, 495.78 

19,800,086.23 

15, 632 

This  shows  an  expenditure  for  the  health  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  1912  of  $19,800,086.23,  considerably 
more  than  Iialf  of  which  was  paid  for  the  salaries  and  other 
compensation  of  15,632  employees,  all  of  whom  were  of  one 
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school  of  medicine  or  under  its  control.  No  other  school  of  med- 
icine or  mode  of  healing  is  recognized  or  considered.  The  num- 
ber of  employees  and  expenses  have  been  largely  increased  since 
then.  In  the  endeavor  to  preserve  the  public  health  we  have 
given  the  Surgeon  General  and  his  subordinates  almost  unlim- 
ited powers.  We  have  usurped  the  constitutional  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  individual.  If  contagion  is  feared,  or  an  epidemic 
of  disease,  the  Surgeon  General  is  clothed  with  or  assumes 
despotic  and  autocratic  power.  His  authority  is  not  exceeded 
by  that  of  the  general  of  the  Army  in  time  of  martial  law.  He 
represents,  for  the  time  being,  the  enormous  and  unrestrained 
police  power  of  the  Government.  He  may  restrain  and  imprison 
a  citizen  and  prescribe  and  enforce  the  habits  of  the  people, 
what  they  shall  eat  and  what  they  shall  wear,  and  where  and 
how  they  may  live.  Even  in  ordinary  times  his  power  is  little 
less  despotic  and  unrestrained.  When  we  travel  he  may  deter- 
mine for  us  what  we  shall  drink  and  how  we  shall  drink  it. 
The  useless  and  unnecessary  precautions  taken  to  keep  us  in 
good  health  are  often  burdensome  and  humiliating  in  the 
extreme. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  given  over  this  vast  power  over  the 
lives  and  habits  of  our  people  to  one  public  official,  and  the 
people  are  compelled  to  submit  to  his  domination  and  dictation 
whether  they  will  it  or  not.  But,  unfortunately,  most  of  our 
citizens  are  willing  and  submissive  slaves  to  the  doctor  whether 
he  appears  in  the  uniform  of  a  public  official  or  serves  in  a  pri- 
vate capacity.  The  extent  to  which  intelligent  people  submit 
to  the  ministrations  of  the  physician  or  surgeon,  take  his  ob- 
noxious drugs,  and  submit  to  be  carved,  mutilated,  and  maimed 
by  the  surgeon's  knife  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  age.  The 
country  is  filled  with  hospitals,  many  of  them  veritable  slaugh- 
terhouses, as  reputable  surgeons  themselves  bear  witness.  The 
incompetency  and  recklessness  of  some  physicians  and  surgeons 
have  filled  more  graves  and  mutilated  and  -maimed  for  life  more 
of  their  unfortunate  victims,  made  more  drunkards,  and  drug 
fiends,  and  more  helpless  and  suffering  invalids  than  probably 
any  other  cause.  And,  sir,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  profession 
composed  to  a  large  extent  of  such  as  these  that  the  health 
and  happiness  of  a  suffering  and  deluded  people  now  mainly 
rest,  and  that  in  large  measure  by  force  of  laws  enacted  by 
Congress  and  State  legislatures.  And  this  is  not  the  worst. 
Our  Public  Health  Service  has  been  given  over  without  ques- 
tion to  just  one  school  of  medical  men  to  the  absolute  exclusion 
of  all  other  modes  of  healing.  The  allopathic  or  old  school  of 
medicine,  called  by  themselves  the  "  regular  "  school,  is  made 
the  standard  mode  of  healing  and  is  supreme.  No  different 
method  is  recognized  or  even  considered.  No  citizen,  in  time 
of  existing  or  threatened  contagion  or  epidemic  of  disease,  is 
allowed  to  exercise  his  individual  belief  or  conscience  as  to 
the  manner  or  mode  of  preserving  or  restoring  his  health.  He 
must  submit  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, eat  and  drink  what  it  dictates,  swallow  the  vile  drugs  it 
prescribes,  and  live  where  and  as  it  commands.  The  service 
maintains  a  press  bureau  and  sends  broadcast  over  the  country, 
at  public  expense,  literature,  mostly  doctors'  opinions  about 
microbes  and  causes  of  disease  and  how  to  circumvent  them, 
that  breeds  fear,  which  in  turn  produces  and  fosters  disease  and 
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cures  or  saves  none  who  are  unwise  enough  to  read  it,  which, 
fortunately,  very  few  people  do. 

At  this  very  moment  we  have  before  us  bills  of  various  kinds 
intended  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  powers  of  this  service. 
We  have  them  and  pass  them  every  session.  The  demands  of 
the  force  for  greater  power  and  larger  pay  are  continuous  and 
insatiable.  We  grant  their  requests  and  submit  to  their  con- 
tinuous demands  because  of  our  childlike  confidence  in  the  in- 
fallibility of  the  doctors  in  the  matter  of  health.  If  they  say 
it  is  necessary  for  the  public  good,  who  is  there  with  wisdom 
enough  to  question  their  actual  or  assumed  technical  knowledge 
on  the  subject?  We  have  other  bills  before  us.  and  they  are 
being  introduced  at  nearly  every  session  of  every  legislature, 
intended  to  perpetuate  the  old  school  of  medicine  and  to  ex- 
clude from  consideration  every  other  school  of  medicine  or 
method  of  healing.  Among  other  bills  that  have  been  pressed 
for  consideration  and  passage  is  what  is  known  as  the  radium 
bill.  Like  many  other  bills  of  the  present  time,  it  is  fathered  and 
urged  for  passage  by  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
moved  thereto  by  the  doctors.  Its  purpose  is  to  preserve  in 
the  National  Government  the  title  to  all  radium-bearing  public 
lands.  What  for  and  on  what  theory?  Because  some  doctors 
have  said  and  some  people  believe  that  radium  is  a  cure  for 
the  dread  disease  of  cancer.  This  claim  is  stoutly  denied  by 
other  physicians  of  high  character  and  standing ;  but  no  matter. 
Congress  is  asked,  in  effect,  to  indorse  and  become  sponsor  for 
the  radium  cure  for  cancer.  It  now  indorses  with  all  its  great 
power  and  backs  with  its  unlimited  influence,  resources,  and 
wealth  one  school  of  medicine,  and  in  practice  condemns  every 
other  so  far  as  governmental  health  activities  are  concerned, 
and  compels  the  people  to  receive  into  their  bodies  vile  and 
loathsome  serums  and  other  remedies.  But  that  is  not  enough. 
We  are  asked  now  to  step  in  and  monopolize  in  the  Government 
the  radium  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  advertise  this  mineral 
as  a  specific  for  cancer,  and  hold  out  what  is  certain  to  prove 
a  false  and  delusive  hope  to  the  poor  unfortunates  who  are 
suffering  from  this  disease,  rob  them  of  their  money  to  the 
advantage  of  speculators  in  human  lives,  and  add  to  the  dis- 
comfort and  suffering  of  those  so  afflicted. 

Mr.  President,  the  consideration  of  these  conditions  and 
many  others  that  might  be  mentioned  has  strongly  influenced 
me  to  lay  before  the  Senate  some  reasons  why  the  Government 
should  no  longer  cling  to  one  mode  of  healing  to  the  exclusion 
of  every  other  and  lend  its  powerful  aid  to  the  building  up  of 
one  school  of  medicine.  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion  with  no 
little  reluctance.  To  me  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  is  a  sacred  duty.  It  affects  the  comfort,  the 
health,  the  liberty,  and  the  lives  of  millions  of  our  people.  We 
have  constituted  ourselves  the  guardians  of  the  public  health. 
It  is  a  guardianship  that  we  can  not  delegate,  without  reason 
or  intelligent  inquiry,  to  any  school  of  medicine.  This  great 
Nation,  through  its  Congress  and  other  agencies,  should  be 
broad  enough  to  seek  and  try,  without  prejudice  or  bias,  to  find 
the  most  effective  means  of  preserving  the  public  health,  and 
have  courage  enough  to  apply  it  to  the  needs  of  the  people,  but 
always  leaving  every  citizen  perfectly  free  to  resort  to  such 
75560—14369 


6 


means  of  preserving  his  health  as  he  desires  and  believes  in. 
If  one  vs^ants  the  doctor,  whether  allopathic,  homeopathic,  or 
of  any  other  school,  he  has  just  as  much  right  to  choose  his 
physical  remedy  as  he  has  to  choose  his  church.  So,  if  he  be- 
lieves in  Christian  Science  as  a  means  of  preventing  and  heal- 
ing disease,  his  right  to  resort  to  that  remedy  is  just  as  sacred 
in  this  free  country  as  is  the  right  of  the  other  man  to  resort 
to  the  doctor  and  his  material  remedies. 

The  Government  may  properly  investigate  and  educate  and 
advise,  but  it  has  no  right  to  coerce  any  citizen  to  resort  to  or 
use  any  remedy  against  his  own  will,  Judgment,  or  conscience. 
I  have  strong  convictions  on  this  subject  of  physical  healing,  the 
result  of  long  suffering  and  an  abundant  personal  experience. 
I  hope  and  believe  that  these  bitter  experiences  and  my  final 
relief  from  my  physical  ailments  and  great  sufferings  for  many 
years  by  means  other  than  those  now  fostered  and  maintained 
by  the  Government  have  not  made  me  a  fanatic  or  unreasonable 
or  unjust  toward  people  who  do  not  believe  as  I  do  and  have  no 
sympathy  with  my  views  or  convictions.  I  recognize  the  fact, 
and  here  acknowledge  it  with  pleasure,  that  there  are  many 
high-minded  and  conscientious  men  engaged  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession who  are  doing  very  much  to  alleviate  human  suffering. 
They  are  loyally  and  faithfully  devoting  their  lives  to  this  great 
purpose.  To  such  as  these  I  accord  great  honor.  They  are  en- 
titled to  and  deserve  and  have  my  entire  sympathy  In  their 
efforts.  Many  of  them  are  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  humani- 
tarians. But  the  difference  between  us  is  that  some  of  them 
have  not  discovered  a  better  remedy  for  disease  than  the  one 
they  employ,  and  others  are  not  yet  willing  to  acknowledge  that 
there  is  a  better  mode  of  healing  than  their  own,  in  the  face  of 
the  most  convincing  evidence  to  that  effect,  while  I,  in  my  own 
experience  and  by  later  observations,  have  been  convinced  that 
drugs  and  other  material  alleged  remedies  do  not  heal  and  that 
there  is  a  remedy  that,  if  rightly  applied,  will  heal  all  our  dis- 
eases. .  I  have  been  the  more  reluctant  to  enter  upon  this  dis- 
cussion because  it  necessarily  leads  in  an  indirect  way  into  a 
discussion  of  religion,  because  of  the  conscientious  belief  on  my 
own  part,  and  of  thousands  of  others,  that  the  healing  of  disease 
is  as  much  a  religious  rite  as  redemption  from  sin,  and  that  the 
same  principle  that  regenerates  the  sinner,  applied  in  precisely 
the  same  way,  heals  the  sick.  So,  in  presenting  my  views  on 
this  subject,  I  come  directly  In  opposition  to  two  powerful 
forces — contrary  religious  convictions  as  sincere  as  my  own  and 
the  medical  profession,  that  sees  its  teachings  of  centuries  put 
in  peril  and  about  to  be  overthrown  and  its  material  interests 
invaded.  The  one  defends  his  calling  upon  which  he  depends  for 
a  livelihood,  and  holds  stubbornly  to  his  position  that  all  knowl- 
edge and  understanding  of  disease  and  its  cure  is  confined  to  the 
medical  profession,  especially  his  own  school  of  medicine,  and 
that  all  who  believe  in  or  practice  any  other  mode  of  healing 
are  therefore  fakirs  and  quacks.  He  assumes  at  once  that  the 
practice  of  any  mode  of  healing  except  his  own  is  a  menace  to 
health  and  life  and  should  be  suppressed  by  law.  Some  of  these 
are  honest  and  conscientious  in  their  views,  while  others  are 
themselves  frauds  and  fakirs  and  are  looking  alone  to  their  own 
selfish  interests.  The  other  class,  often  intelligent  and  conscien- 
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tions,  fear,  or  profess  to  fear,  that  the  only  safe  plan  of  salva- 
tion is  put  in  peril,  and  denounce  those  who  believe  that  the 
only  true  source  of  healing  is  divine  as  un-Christian  and  unbe- 
lievers who  are  contributing  to  the  loss  of  men's  souls  as  well 
as  their  bodies.  Men,  and  especially  women,  change  their  re- 
ligious views  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  and  only  upon  con- 
vincing and.  to  them,  unanswerable  evidence  of  the  error  of  their 
beliefs. 

The  world  has  been  taught  for  centuries  to  believe  that  re- 
ligion pertains  only  to  the  spiritual ;  that  man  is  a  material  being 
and  can  only  be  healed  when  he  is  sick  by  material  means;  and 
that  the  only  resort  in  case  of  disease  is  the  doctor  and  his 
drugs.  Consequently,  their  faith  in  the  doctor  has  become  a 
fixed  fact.  They  see  no  other  means  of  relief.  To  such  as  these, 
to  assail  the  methods  of  the  doctor  in  whom  they  put  their  trust 
is  to  attack  their  household  god,  their  sole  and  only  source  of 
relief  in  sickness,  their  shield  and  buckler  in  the  battle  of  life. 
Not  only  so,  but  the  great  masses  of  the  people  believe  that 
God,  in  his  wisdom,  sends  sickness  and  disease  upon  his  chil- 
dren to  punish  and  chasten  them  in  their  course  through  life. 
But,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  at  once  question  the  divine 
decree  and  resort  to  the  doctor  for  relief  from  its  effects.  Thus 
they  array  the  doctor  against  God,  the  supposed  cause  of  dis- 
ease, with  the  hope  that  he  may  frustrate  the  divine  purpose. 
So  the  doctors  and  the  All  Wise  Father  of  us  all.  whom  we  wor- 
ship as  divinely  and  wholly  good,  are  made  to  appear  as  ene- 
mies striving  against  each  other,  with  God  on  the  wrong  side. 
How  inconsistent  and  unreasonable  it  all  seems  when  we  come 
to  think  about  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  animosities  against  either  the  doctor 
or  the  preacher.  So  long  as  people  believe  as  the  majority  of 
them  now  do,  they  are  both  necessary — the  one  to  minister  to 
the  prevailing  belief  about  sickness  and  disease,  their  cause  and 
their  cure,  and  the  other  to  meet  the  necessities  of  erroneous 
but  conscientious  beliefs  about  man  and  his  relation  to  his 
Maker.  I  have  no  criticism  to  pass  upon  the  good  faith  and 
worthy  purposes  of  the  one  or  the  other.  My  purpose  is  to  con- 
sider principles  and  not  men,  and  to  show,  if  I  can,  that  the 
prevailing  beliefs  about  God  and  his  relation  to  sickness,  dis- 
ease, and  suffering  here  on  earth  ax'e  mistaken,  and  that  through 
those  mistaken  beliefs  and  the  practices  growing  out  of  them 
sickness  and  suffering  are  increased  and  not  diminished,  and 
that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  abandon  its 
position  of  accepting  one  school  of  doctors  as  the  only  reliable 
school  and  the  remedies  they  recommend  and  use  as  the  only 
ones  to  be  depended  upon,  and  to  investigate,  through  broad- 
minded,  unbiased,  disinterested  men,  all  sources  of  healing,  with 
the  common  good  always  in  view  and  with  the  fundamental  doc- 
trine of  freedom  and  liberty  of  conscience  to  the  citizen  always 
in  mind. 

Of  course  the  reliability  of  different  methods  of  healing  mu.st. 
in  part  at  least,  be  tested  by  comparison  one  with  another. 
All  human  methods  are  necessarily  imperfect,  as  is  every 
method  that  must  be  exercised  and  applied  through  human 
agencies.  History  has  disclosed  but  one  perfect  healer  of  both 
sin  and  disease,  and  even  in  his  case  it  is  said  that  under  cer- 
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tain  adverse  oiroumstances  and  conditions  good  and  perfect 
work  could  not  be  done.  But,  sir,  I  maintain  and  think  I 
shall  show  before  I  have  concluded  that  there  is  a  perfect 
principle  and  system  of  healing  which,  if  rightly  and  under- 
standingly  applied,  will  prevent  or  cure  any  and  every  disease 
of  whatever  kind  or  nature,  and  that  the  failure  to  heal  any 
disease  in  a  given  ease  is  not  the  fault  of  the  healing  principle 
but  results  from  the  erroneous  attempted  application  of  it. 
Before  I  have  done  I  will  produce  my  witnesses,  proving  to 
the  .satisfaction  of  any  unbiased  and  reasoning  mind  the  truth 
of  the  claim  I  am  making.  Some  of  the  witnesses  I  know  per- 
sonally and  can  vouch  for  their  integrity  and  reliability.  Others 
I  can  vouch  for  from  the  recommendations  of  others,  who  are 
known  by  me  personally  as  reliable  and  trustworthy.  I  shall 
not  knowingly  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  any  evidence 
that  is  not  worthy  of  entire  confidence.  This  is  a  solemn  sub- 
ject, that  no  man  can  afford  to  trifle  with,  and  one  about 
which  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust,  yea,  inhuman,  to  mislead 
or  deceive.  So,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  deal  with  the  subject 
with  entire  freedom  and  frankness.  It  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  show,  in  the  first  instance,  the  unreliability  of  the  methods 
of  healing  and  preventing  disease  now  resorted  to  in  the  public 
service  and  promoted  and  maintained  at  the  public  expense  and 
the  cruel  injustice  of  excluding  from  consideration  or  practical 
application  other  methods  that  have  brought  health,  comfort, 
and  happiness  to  millions  of  people,  who  are  rejoicing  and 
praising  God  for  their  deliverance  from  sorrow  and  suffering. 
I  can  not  remain  silent  while  the  Government,  which  in  part  I 
represent,  is  a  party  to  such  injustice. 

In  dealing  with  this  question  and  criticizing  methods  and 
measures  I  exclude  from  consideration  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  sanitation.  This  work,  on  the  part  of  the 
Public  Health  Service,  is  to  be  commended.  I  do  not  question 
its  efficacy  or  value  as  a  means  of  preventing  disease. 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  Senators  will  understand  that  in  what 
I  am  about  to  say  it  is  not  my  purpose  or  my  desire  to  criticize 
or  attack  any  individual  profession  or  class.  My  sole  object  is 
to  show  the  injustice  and  inconsistency  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment looking  to  one  school  or  kind  of  healing  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others,  and  of  laws  intended  to  exalt  that  one  school  and 
suppress  and  destroy  every  other.  To  do  this  I  must  perfoi'm 
the  unpleasant  duty  of  showing  not  only  that  this  school  is  un- 
reliable and  unworthy  of  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
Government  but  that  there  are  other  remedies,  and  remedies 
that  the  Government  is  refusing  to  consider,  that  are  more  re- 
liable and  trustworthy.  Not  only  so,  but  the  right  of  individ- 
uals to  resort  to  the  remedies  of  their  choice  is  constantly  being 
violated  and  the  application  of  those  remedies  forbidden  by  law 
and  made  a  penal  offense.  It  Is  a  most  serious  question,  in- 
volving the  liberties  of  the  people  in  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
and,  to  some  of  them,  of  liberty  of  religion  and  conscience. 

I  am  not  pleading  for  legislation  in  favor  of  any  class  or  any 
mode  of  healing.  What  I  insist  upon  is  that  no  class  shall  be 
oppressed  or  prevented  from  doing  their  work  by  adverse  and 
restrictive  legislation.  In  short,  I  stand  for  liberty  of  thought 
and  conscience,  for  justice  to  all  classes  and  all  people. 
75560—14369 


9 


Inefficiency  and  Dangers  of  Medical  Practice. 

In  the  preface  to  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Fallacy  of  the 
Prevailing  Practice  of  Medicine,"  by  Alexander  K.  Calhoun,  it  is 
very  well  said : 

When  the  people  see  medical  men  so  persistent,  as  they  now  are,  in 
their  attempts  to  establish  a  medical  oligarchy  in  this  State,  and  see 
millions  of  dollars  of  their  money  going  into  health  boards,  it  is  but 
natural  for  them  to  conclude  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  thoroughly 
investigate  the  prevailing  practice  of  medicine  in  order  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  doctors  give  value  received  for  their  money. 

In  this  same  pamphlet  are  given  the  opinions  and  conclusions 
of  many  leading  doctors  reflecting  more  severely  than  I  should 
want  to  do  on  their  own  profession.  I  give  these  quotations 
here,  omitting  the  comments  made  upon  them  by  the  author ; 

Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  who  was  a  past  master  in  the  practice 
of  medicine,  said  :  "  Mankind  has  been  drugged  to  death,  and  the  world 
would  be  better  off  if  the  contents  of  every  apothecary  shop  were 
emptied  into  the  sea,  though  the  consequences  to  the  fishes  would  be 
lamentable." 

The  celebrated  John  Abernathy,  professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery, 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  author  of  Surgical  Observations  on  the 
Constitutional  Origin  and  Treatment  of  Local  Diseases,  said  :  "  There 
has  been  a  great  increase  of  medical  men  of  late  years  ;  but,  upon  my 
life,  diseases  have  increased  in  proportion." 

Prof.  Hermann  Boerhaave,  M.  D.,  a  celebrated  German  physician,  said  : 
"  If  we  weigh  the  good  that  has  been  done  to  mankind  by  a  handful  of 
true  disciples  of  xEsculapius  against  the  evil  wrought  to  the  human 
race  by  a  great  number  of  doctors  since  the  origin  of  the  art  of  medicine 
to  our  own  time,  we  shall  doubtless  come  to  think  that  it  would  have 
been  better  had  there  never  been  any  doctor  in  the  world." 

Prof.  C.  A.  Gillman,  JI.  D.,  says :  "  A  mild  mercurial  course  and 
mildly  cutting  a  man's  throat  are  synonymous  terms." 

Prof.  Francois  Magendie,  M.  D.,  Paris  member  of  the  French  Institute 
of  Medicine,  celebrated  physiologist  and  teacher,  wrote  and  lectured  as 
follows  :  "  Let  us  no  longer  wonder  at  the  lamentable  want  of  success 
which  marks  our  practice  when  there  is  scarcely  a  sound  physiological 
principle  among  us.  I  hesitate  not  to  declare,  no  matter  how  sorely  I 
should  wound  our  vanity,  that  so  gross  is  our  ignorance  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  physiological  disorder  called  disease  that  it  would  per- 
haps be  better  to  do  nothing  and  resign  the  complaint  into  the  hands  of 
nature  than  to  act  as  we  are  frequently  compelled  to  do,  without  imow- 
ing  the  why  and  wherefore  of  our  conduct,  at  the  obvious  risk  of 
hastening  the  end  of  our  patients." 

In  addressing  his  medical  class,  he  said  :  "  Gentlemen,  medicine  is  a 
great  humbug.  I  know  it  is  called  science.  It  is  nothing  like  science. 
Doctors  are  merely  empirics  when  they  are  not  charlatans.  Gentlemen, 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  come  here  to  attend  my  lectures,  and  I 
must  tell  you  frankly  now,  in  the  beginning,  that  I  know  nothing  in  the 
world  about  medicine,  and  I  don't  know  anybody  who  does  know  any- 
thing about  it.  Who  can  tell  me  how  to  cure  the'  headache,  or  the  gout, 
or  diseases  of  the  heart?  Nobody.  Oh,  you  tell  me  doctors  cure  people. 
I  grant  you  people  are  cured,  but  how  are  they  cured?  Gentlemen, 
nature  does  a  great  deal ;  imagination  a  great  deal ;  doctors — devilish 
little,  when  they  don't  do  any  harm.  Let  me  tell  you,  gentlemen,  what 
I  did  when  I  was  physician  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  :  Some  three  or  four  thou- 
sand patients  passed  through  my  hands  every  year.  I  divided  the 
patients  into  two  classes  ;  with  one  I  followed  the  dispensary  and  gave 
the  usual  medicine,  without  having  the  least  idea  why  or  wherefore  ;  to 
the  others  I  gave  bread  pills  and  colored  water,  without,  of  course,  let- 
ting them  know  anything  about  it ;  and  occasionally,  gentlemen,  I  would 
create  a  third  division,  to  whom  I  would  give  nothing  whatever.  Those 
last  would  feel  that  they  were  neglected,  but  nature  Invariably  came  to 
the  rescue,  and  all  the  third  class  got  well.  There  was  but  little  mor- 
tality among  those  who  received  the  bread  pills  aud  colored  water,  but 
the  mortality  was  greatest  among  those  who  were  carefully  drugged 
according  to  the  dispensary." 

Prof.  William  CuUen,  M.  D.,  famous  teacher,  lecturer,  and  author  of 
the  world-ronowned  Treatise  on  Materia  Medica,  published  the  follow- 
ing :  "  Our  Materia  Medicas  are  filled  with  innumerable  false  deductions, 
which  are  nevertheless  said  to  be  derived  from  experience." 

Prof.  Martin  Payne,  M.  D.,  said  :  "  Drugs  do  but  cure  one  disease  by 
producing  another." 

75560—14369 


10 


In  the  Philadelphia  Record,  April  0,  1905,  Dr.  S.  Solis  Cohen  said: 
"  Until  quite  recently  one  of  the  most  efficacious  remedies  for  tuber- 
culosis in  its  milder  forms  was  raw  meat,  which  was  given  the  patient 
at  least  once  a  day,  hut  after  a  time  we  discovered  that  this  had  a 
tendency  to  generate  tapeworms,  and  as  a  I'esult  the  treatment  is  now 
practically  obsolete." 

John  Mason  Good,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  author  of  The  Study  of  Medicine, 
In  that  work  says  :  "  The  science  of  medicine  is  a  barbarous  .iargon,  and 
the  effects  of  our  medicines  on  the  human  system  are  in  the  highest 
degree  uncertain,  except,  indeed,  that  they  have  destroyed  more  lives 
than  war,  pestilence,  and  famine  combined." 

Dr.  Reid  said :  "  More  infantile  sub.iects  are  perhaps  destroyed  by 
the  mortar  and  pestle  than  in  the  ancient  Bethlehem  fell  victims  in  one 
day  to  the  Herodian  massacre." 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Ramage  said :  "  It  can  not  be  denied  that  the 
present  system  of  medicine  is  a  burning  shame  to  its  professors,  if, 
indeed,  a  series  of  vague  and  uncertain  incongruities  deserves  to  be 
called  by  that  name.  How  rarely  do  our  medicines  do  good  !  How  often 
do  they  make  our  patients  really  worse !  I  fearlessly  assert  that  in 
most  cases  the  sufferer  would  be  safer  without  a  physician  than  with 
one.  I  have  seen  enough  of  the  malpractice  of  my  own  professional 
brethren  to  warrant  the  strong-  language  I  employ." 

The  venerable  Prof.  Alex.  H.  Stephens,  M.  D.,  of  the  New  York  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  said  :  "  The  older  physicians  grow  the 
more  skeptical  they  become  of  the  virtues  of  medicine,  and  the  more 
they  are  disposed  to  trust  to  the  powers  of  nature." 

Francis  Adams,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  said  :  "  We  can  not 
think  of  the  changes  in  professional  opinions  since  the  days  of  John 
Hunter  without  the  most  painful  feelings  of  distrust  in  all  modes  of 
treatment." 

John  Stileman  Bostock,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  L.  S.  A.,  in  his  history  of  medi- 
cine, says  :  "  And  in  the  space  of  less  than  40  years  we  have  gone 
through  three  revolutions  of  opinion  with  respect  to  our  treatment  of 
typhoid,  a  disease  of  very  frequent  occurrence  and  of  the  most  decisive 
and  urgent  symptoms." 

Dr.  Adam  Smith  said  :  "  The  chief  cause  of  quackery  outside  the  pro- 
fession is  the  real  quackery  in  the  profession." 

Prof.  Reil  said :  "  Our  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  medicine  is  em- 
pirical." 

Thomas  Smith,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  the  great  surgeon,  wrote  :  "  Medicine  as  a 
whole,  as  it  comes  to  us,  has  none  of  the  exact  laws  of  science,  nor  are 
its  doctrines  capable  of  demonstration." 

Deitrick  George  Kieser.  a  great  physician  and  a  highly  esteemed 
authority  in  medicine,  said  :  "  In  many  cases  the  old  saying  liolds  good, 
that  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease,  and  the  doctor  does  more 
mischief  than  the  malady." 

From  a  medical  journal  of  April,  1904,  we  clip  the  following : 
"  Drug  treatment  is  useless  in  cases  of  pneumonia.  The  medical  pro- 
fession, so  far  as  medicines  are  concerned,  can  be  of  no  assistance  in 
the  fight  against  this  disease.  The  sooner  the  profession  will  acknowl- 
edge this  to  the  public,  and  set  to  work  to  discover  some  specific  to  save 
pneumonia  patients,  the  better  for  all  concerned." 

This  startling  statement  by  Dr.  Arthur  D.  Bevan,  who  stands  high  in 
the  profession,  has  stirred  up  the  members  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society 
at  their  meeting.  Several  physicians  sprang  to  their  feet  to  protest 
against  this  arraignment.  All  had  to  admit,  however,  that  there  is  no 
definite  remedy  known,  and  they  based  their  protests  solely  on  the  fact 
that  they  might  influence  the  patient  favorably  and  cure  him  solely  by 
the  moral  effect  of  their  presence. 

Prom  a  paper  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Kellogg  :  "  Dr.  Billings,  president  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  in  his  address  in  1903,  at  New  Orleans, 
made  the  assertion,  almost  without  qualification  :  '  Drugs  do  not  cure. 
Yet  many  thousands  of  medical  men  still  plod  on  in  the  old  beaten 
paths  of  artificial  therapeutics,  dosing  their  patients  with  varied  drugs 
and  combinations  of  drugs,  regardless  of  the  irrational  character  of 
such  a  course,  and  contend  that  they  have  abundant  atithority  and 
precedent  for  what  they  do." 

From  the  Philadelphia  Record,  May  5,  1905:  "Dr.  Oliver  T.  Osborn, 
of  Yale  University  and  president  of  the  American  Therapeutic  Society, 
in  his  address  on  '  The  Therapeutic  Art,'  delivered  at  the  meeting  of 
the  society  held  yesterday  in  the  pink  room  of  the  Bellevue-Stvatford, 
said :  '  The  educated  physician  of  to-day  rarely  speaks  of  curing,  but 
-Constantly  of  managing  a  disease.  He  leaves  the  word  "  cure  "  for 
practitioners  of  a  dogma,  for  quacks  and  nostrum  venders.  The  man- 
agement of  a  disease  means  the  diet,  hygiene,  climate,  water,  electricity 
if  indicated,  and  the  necessary  drugs.' 
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Dr.  James  Gregory,  who  admittedly  added  as  much  reputation  to  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  as  any  other  of  her 
professors,  said  :  "  Ninety-nine  in  the  hundred  medical  '  facts  '  are  med- 
ical lies,  and  the  most  medical  theories  are  stark,  startling  nonsense." 

^Prof.  Marie  Frangois  Cavier  Bichat,  M.  D.,  French  anatomist,  biolo- 
gist, physiologist,  physician,  and  author,  wrote :  "  Medical  practice  is 
said  to  be  contradictory.  I  say  more — it  is  not  in  any  respect  a  profes- 
sion worthy  to  be  followed  by  sensible  men." 

Herbert  A.  Parkyn.  M.  D.,  said  :  "  The  laymen  are  familiarizing  them- 
selves with  sugges'tive  therapeutics  and  are  healing  and  being  healed 
by  it  in  various  guises,  and  they  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  pronounce 
for  or  against  it.  Physicians  are  not  in  the  class  that  will  be  permit- 
ted to  pass  final  judgment  on  the  practice  of  the  healing  art." 

Charles  Kidd,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  author  of  various  treatises,  wrote  : 
"  It  is  a  sad  and  humiliating  confession  that  at  present  our  chiefest 
hopes  of  medical  reform  exist  in  the  outer  educated  public." 

Dr.  .1.  Wylie  Anderson  said  :  "  The  doctors  are  desirous  of  medical 
legislation  to  protect  the  dear  public — in  fact,  to  save  themselves.  This 
country  was  sought  for  and  founded  by  people  of  foreign  lands,  who  fled 
from  persecutions  because  of  their  beliefs,  and  the  express  consti- 
tutional provision  was  made  that  they  were  not  to  be  interfered  with  in 
their  pursuits  of  life,  liberty,  and  happiness.  All  medical  legislation  is 
of  itself  in  the  nature  of  class  legislation,  asked  for  by  the  few  and  not 
by  the  masses.  When  the  latter  are  happy  and  are  not  seeking  re- 
dress, why  should  the  former  force  upon  the'm  medical  restrictions,  un- 
less from  selfish  motives?  While  believing  in  the  highest  education  and 
qualification,  I,  for  one.  do  not  wish  to  stand  for  such  methods ;  and 
until  the  demand  is  made  by  the  people  I  am  an  advocate  of  liberty  in 
things  medical  and  of  giving  to  every  adult  the  right  to  pursue  in  his 
own  way  any  method  of  healing  that  appeals  to  him,  proving  to  himself 
the  good  or  bad  of  each  dogma. 

"  Our  lawmakers  should  remember  that  the'  Indian  tribes,  with  their 
limited  amount  of  learning  and  intelligence,  successfully  healed  them- 
selves for  ages  past,  as  was  demonstrated  by  their  ability  to  endure 
fatigue,  exposure,  and  hardship.  Then  surely  the  whites  at  this  day, 
with  their  far  more  learning  and  intelligence,  are  capable  of  selecting 
the  safest  and  best  methods  of  healing,  and  therefore  should  not  be 
prevented  from  exercising  this  privilege  by  State  medical  laws  created 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  a  class  of  physicians  who  follow  the  dispensary 
as  aforesaid  and  attempt  to  cure  one  disease  by  producing  another. 
Why  should  these  doctors  be  entitled  to  receive  any  recognition  or  pro- 
tection from  the  State?  Why  should  a  vast  army  of  these  men  have 
the  right,  as  they  now  have,  to  give  to  sick  people  anything  they  please, 
even  though  it  be  patent  medicine  from  the  drug  store,  without  the 
least  idea  why  or  wherefore,  kill  or  cure?  Why  are  State  laws  made 
to  encourage  and  protect  such  practices?  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  said  mankind  has  been  drugged  to  death  ?  And  does 
not  the  fact  of  there  being  about  four  times  as  many  doctors  in  this 
country  as  are  needed  explain  why  the  Americans  are  the  shortest-lived 
people  on  the  earth,  the  average  being  but  24.9  years?  This  marks  the 
difference  between  the  present  condition  of  the  whites  and  that  of  the 
old  Indian  tribes. 

"As  the  doctors  now  want  a  national  health  bill  passed,  it  will  be 
well  for  us  to  seriously  consider  the  question,  Shall  the  American 
Medical  Association  or  the  people  control  this  country  in  the  future?" 

Mr.  President,  this  is  raelancholy  reading  to  people  wlio  Iiave 
been  taught  to  rely  upon  the  doctors  and  their  medicines  for 
relief  in  case  of  sickness  and  disease  and  who  are  dependent 
upon  them  for  help.  To  thousands  of  us  who  have  ceased  to 
be  dependent  upon  such  remedies  for  the  healing  of  disease  it 
is  only  the  revelation  of  the  great  truth  that  disease  can  not 
be  healed  by  material  means. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  there  are  many  well-known 
diseases  that,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  medical  doctor,  are 
incurable.  Before  these  the  doctor  stands  entirely  helpless  and 
is  forced  to  admit  it.  And  these  are  the  diseases  that  need  to 
he  cured.  The  others  will  get  well  of  themselves.  So  where 
the  doctor  or  some  other  healing  influence  is  needed  he  and  his 
remedies  are  useless,  and  in  the  others  he  is  a  needless  expense 
and  iis  drugs  often  create  diseases  and  deadly  habits  that  did 
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not  exist  before.  The  only  need  of  tlie  doctor — and  in  this  re- 
spect he  is  useful  and  does  much  good — is  to  allay  the  fear  that 
engenders  disease  and  often  prevents  recovery.  Faith  in  the 
doctor  allays  fear  and  promotes  and  often  brings  about  recov- 
ery from  functional  or  curable  diseases :  but  bread  pills  fla- 
vored with  the  faith  and  confidence  of  the  patient  are  just  as 
effective  and  much  less  d.nngerous  than  all  the  drugs  he  may 
administer.  This  is  vs^ell  known  and  acknowledged  by  nearly 
all  of  the  doctors  themselves,  and  is  coming  to  be  well  under- 
stood by  others. 

Perhaps  the  worst  feature  of  the  doctors'  mistakes  is  their 
wrong  diagnosis  of  cases.  The  inability  to  properly  diagnose  a 
case  is  not  necessarily  an  evidence  of  either  incompetency  or 
negligence.  There  are  certain  diseases  that  can  be  discerned  by 
the  layman,  the  symptoms  are  so  evident.  There  are  others  that 
bafile  and  deceive  the  most  skillful  physician  or  surgeon.  So 
I  am  not  holding  the  doctor  as  always  culpable  in  making  such  v 
mistakjes.  But  many  of  them  are  culpable,  and  their  diagnoses 
are  the  result  of  either  incompetence  or  carelessness.  But 
whatever  the  cause  of  them,  the  large  percentage  of  such  mis- 
takes has  resulted  in  the  most  disastrous  consequences  and  un- 
told suffering.  They  show  also  what  I  am  trying  to  demonstrate, 
namely,  the  uncertainty  of  medical  and  surgical  practice.  They 
not  only  fail  to  heal,  "but  they  kill  untold  numbers,  how  many 
no  one  can  tell.  Dr.  Richard  O.  Cabot,  holding  a  chair  of  medi- 
cine in  Harvard  University,  author  of  a  standard  textbook  on 
physical  diagnosis,  and  probably  one  of  the  ablest  physiciaus 
in  the  country,  delivered  an  address  before  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  at  its  annual  session  of  1910  entitled  "A  study 
of  mistaken  diagnosis."  It  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper 
that  has  been  very  favorably  commented  upon,  and  the  doctor 
very  .iustly  commended  for  his  courage  and  frankness  in  disclos- 
ing his  own  mistakes  in  diagnosis.  I  take  the  following  extract 
from  an  editorial  of  the  National  Druggist  as  giving  a  brief 
statement  of  the  result  of  the  showing  made : 

The  analysis,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  a  very  compreliensive  one,  em- 
bracing almost  every  type  of  disease  In  various  stages  and  manifesta- 
tions, and  represents  a  careful  and  systematic  investigation  of  every 
case,  both  before  and  after  death.  Its  net  result  shoios  tlmt  the  diag- 
nosis ivas  correct  in  only  ahout  50  per  cent  of  the  entvre  aggregation 
of  cases.  In  the  other  50  per  cent  the  post-mortem  demonstrated  that 
lie  was  mistaken  in  his  diagnosis,  either  6j/  commission  or  omission; 
i.  e.,  he  had  either  diagnosed  conditions  tohicJi  loere  not  present  or  had 
overlooked  those  that  loere  there;  and  it  must  he  tome  in  mind  that 
in  tMs  50  per  cent  of  correct  diagnoses  there  were  a  large  number  of 
cases  of  diseases  tvhose  manifestations  are  so  plain  that  the  merest 
tyro  in  medicine  xvould  recognise  them  almost  at  a  glance,  such,  for 
instance,  as  typhoid  fever,  diabetes,  pneumonia,  meningitis,  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  others  which  present  a  well-marked  and  easily 
recognized  group  of  symptoms. 

It  is  therefore  plain  that  if  all  these  simple  cases  had  been  eliminated 
the  proportion  of  mistakes  woald  have  been  much  greatei-,  for.  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Cabot's  statements,  the  percentage  of  correct  diagnoses 
reached  the  low  figures  of  16  per  cent  in  acute  nephritis,  20  per  cent  In 
acute  pericarditis,  22  per  cent  in  chronic  myocarditis,  33  per  cent  in 
broncho-pneumonia,  and  so  on. 

Now,  if  a  man  of  Dr.  Cabot's  recognized  supremacy  in  the  field  of 
diagnosis,  with  the  courage  and  candor  to  face  the  real  facts,  confesses 
that  he  is  only  able  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis  in  something  like  50 
per  cent  of  all  the  cases  that  he  undertakes,  and  considerably  less  than 
that  in  those  diseases  which  make  anything  like  a  tax  upon  expert 
skill,  what  Is  the  irresistible  conclusion  concerning  the  thousands  of 
practicing  physicians  whose  skill  In  this  direction  is  admittedly  far 
Ijelow  that  of  Dr.  Cabot,  who  have  not  the  facilities  that  lie  at  his  com- 
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niand  and  whose  opportunities  for  verification  or  disproof  are  prac- 
tically nil  ? 

The  following  brief  statement  along  the  same  line  is  taken 
from  the  London  Daily  Mail  of  June  24,  1907 : 

MISTAKEN  DIAGNOSES. 

In  the  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board, 
published  to-day,  it  is  noted  that  the  cases  of  mistaken  diagnosis  ad- 
mitted number  2,151.  The  percentage  of  error  amongst  cases  certified 
as  scarlet  fever  was  5.2  and  amongst  diphtheria  cases  18.3. 

The  mistakes  amongst  cases  certified  as  enteric  fever  were  very 
numerous,  being  33.7  per  cent  for  all  hospitals,  and  attaining  the  ex- 
traordinarily high  figure  of  52.1  per  cent  amongst  the  admissions  at  the 
South-Western  Hospital. 

An  investigation  by  the  hospital  investigating  committee 
showed  that  autopsies  upon  patients  that  died  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital showed  that  47.7  per  cent  of  the  diagnoses  of  diseases  in 
that  hospital  were  mistaken.  The  superintendent  of  that  hospi- 
tal is  reported  to  have  said  that  that  was  a  very  good  showing, 
and  that  in  the  Massachusetts  hospitals  the  average  of  errone- 
ous diagnoses  ran  higher  than  50  per  cent. 

As  the  doctors  believe  that  different  diseases  call  for  different 
remedies,  that  each  disease  is  caused  by  a  different  germ  and 
can  be  healed  only  by  a  microbe  whose  business  in  the  econ- 
omy of  things  is  to  destroy  that  particular  disease  producer,  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  missing  the  disease  and  its  germ  in 
half  the  cases  and  prescribing  the  wrong  microbe  in  the  form  of 
a  serum  or  in  some  other  preparation  may  well  be  imagined.  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  patients  became  the  subjects 
of  an  autopsy,  to  find  that  their  death  more  than  likely  resulted 
from  the  mistaken  diagnosis  of  some  doctor,  whose  good  inten- 
tions may  be  conceded  after  the  death  of  his  patient  and  a 
revealing  autopsy. 

Mistakes  aud  Terrors  of  Surgery. 

Surgery  has  become  one  of  the  "most  common  remedies  for 
disease  as  well  as  injuries.  It  is  more  scientific  in  its  operation 
than  the  practice  of  medicine.  Some  surgeons  have  become 
wonderfully  skillful  in  the  use  of  the  knife.  They  apparently 
vie  with  each  other  in  the  effort  to  show  how  far  the  human 
body  can  be  carved  and  mutilated  and  the  patient  still  live. 
The  desire  to  use  the  knife  has  become  a  mania  with  many  sur- 
geons. No  one  who  has  noticed  the  extent  to  which  surgery  is 
resorted  to  in  these  modern  times  can  fail  to  know  that  thou- 
sands of  lives  are  needlessly  sacrificed  and  thousands  of  persons 
made  invalids  and  cripples  for  life  by  this  means.  This  occurs 
sometimes  from  the  eagerness  to  operate  but  more  frequently 
from  ignorance  and  incompetency,  but  more  commonly  still  from 
wrong  diagnosis  of  disea.se.  A  conspicuous  case  of  the  latter 
was  called  to  my  attention  a  short  time  ago.  where  a  bright 
young  boy  was  saved  from  an  operation  by  which  he  would  have 
been  made  a  cx'ipple  for  life  and  which  was  declared  by  expert 
surgeons  to  be  necessary  to  save  the  child's  life.  The  facts, 
briefly  stated,  are  these,  as  I  had  them  from  the  lips  of  the 
boy's  father:  He  was  taken  violently  ill  and  was  suffering 
agonies  of  pain.  Specialists  in  surgery  were  called  in,  who, 
after  examination  and  consultation,  pronounced  the  case  one  of 
spinal  meningitis.  They  informed  the  parents  of  their  conclu- 
sion and  that  the  only  remedy  was  an  operation  that  would 
mean  curvature  of  the  spine  aud  make  the  boy  a  cripple  for 
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life.  I  knew  the  child,  and  his  parents  have  been  my  friends 
for  many  years.  He  was  a  boy  of  fine  promise  and  until  then 
strong,  hearty,  and  vigorous.  The  agonized  parents,  in  this 
extremity,  asked  leave  to  call  in  their  family  physician,  who 
was  not  an  expert  surgeon.  The  surgeons  consented.  The  phy- 
sician came  and,  after  a  careful  examination  in  the  presence  of 
the  others,  said  to  them :  "  This  boy  hasn't  a  single  symptom 
of  spinal  meningitis.  There  is  nothing  the  matter  with  him 
but  a  stoppage  of  the  bowels."  He  gave  him  a  simple  remedy 
for  that  trouble,  and  the  next  day  the  boy  was  playing  out  in 
the  yard.  The  father,  who  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  a 
prominent  banker  in  my  home  city,  said  to  me  that  he  trembled 
yet  when  he  thought  how  near  his  boy  Jack,  who  was  the 
apple  of  his  eye,  came  to  being  made  a  lifelong  cripple  by  the 
surgeon's  knife. 

Another  case  that  came  under  my  personal  observation,  and 
of  which  I  shall  speak  in  more  detail  before  I  have  concluded, 
was  that  of  a  young  child  3  or  4  years  old.  She  had  serious 
trouble  with  one  of  her  eyes.  As  in  the  other  case,  specialists 
were  called  in.  They  reached  the  conclusion  that  there  was  a 
malignant  growth  behind  the  eye,  presumably  cancerous,  that 
could  be  cured  only  by  an  operation.  They  informed  the  parents 
that  the  operation  would  be  so  delicate  and  dangerous  that  no 
one  in  Los  Angeles  would  undertake  it,  and  advised  the  parents 
to  take  the  child  to  eastern  surgeons  as  the  only  means  of  sav- 
ing her  life.  The  parents  did  not  take  the  advice,  and  the  child 
was  soon  after  healed  by  other  means,  as  I  shall  explain  later  on. 

These  are  two  striking  cases;  one  of  wrong  diagnosis,  that 
would,  but  for  the  forethought  of  the  parents,  have  resulted 
in  a  tragedy,  the  other  from  the  mistake  of  the  doctors  in  be- 
lieving that  there  is  no  means  of  healing  but  their  own.  These 
two  young  lives  were  saved  from  the  knife  in  spite  of  the 
mistakes  of  the  doctors;  but  how  many  lives,  young  and  old, 
have  been  sacrificed  by  such  mistakes  followed  to  their  ghastly 
conclusions  none  of  us  can  tell.  There  is  no  means  of  know- 
ing. But  surgeons  and  physicians,  many  of  .them  conscientious 
and  humane,  deplore  this  condition  more  even  than  the  laymen. 
They  realize  it  more  and  probably  sympathize  with  it  less  than 
we  do,  because  they  can  comprehend  its  fearful  consequences 
better  than  we  can.  Such  as  these  have  protested  against 
and  pointed  out  the  frequency  and  the  dreadful  consequences 
of  mistaken  diagnosis  and  too  frequent  operations. 

This  is  shown  by  the  following  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  the  session  of  June, 
1912,  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  North  American : 

SOBGBON   EOUNDLT    PLAYS    HOSPITAL    INCOMPETENCE  DB.    JOHN    B.  MUB- 

PHY  SAYS  CLUMSY  MEN  AND  UNSKILLED  ANESTHBTIZBES  CAUSE  MANY 
DEATHS   AND   OPBEATIVE  FAILUEES. 

[By  J.  Solis-Cohen,  jr.] 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  5. 
A  bomb  was  exploded  in  the  camp  of  the  bospitals  late  this  after- 
noon when  Dr.  John  B.  Murphy,  of  Chicago,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished surgeons  in  America,  declared  at  a  meeting  of  the  hospital  sec- 
tion of  the  American  Medical  Association  that  these  institutions  sup- 
press the  number  of  deaths  and  infections  occurring  after  operations 
in  order  that  the  medical  profession  generally  and  the  public  shall  not 
learn  of  the  surgeon's  failure  and  carelessness  in  operating. 

He  also  declared  that  a  halt  should  be  called  in  the  use  of  vaccines, 
which  he  terms  most  dangerous  and  wicked  playthings  ;  that  the  great- 
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est  mortality  in  a  hospital  Is  caused  by  incompetent  men  administer- 
ing anesthetics ;  and  concluded  his  remarks  by  stating  that  things 
occur  in  a  hospital  that  would  not  stand  the  light  of  day,  and  unless 
the  institutions  themselves  forbid  the  use  of  their  operating  rooms  to 
clumsy  and  unskilled  surgeons  there  is  a  danger  of  the  legislators  step- 
ping in. 

Dr.  Murphy's  remarkable  paper  was  a  complete  surprise  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  section,  which  is  chiefly  composed  of  medical  directors  of 
hospitals  and  sanitariums  and  members  of  the  medical  staff.  In  view 
of  the  recent  investigation  of  certain  Philadelphia  hospitals,  as  well 
as  municipal  institutions  In  Atlantic  City  and  other  places,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  Dr.  Murphy's  address  will  be  given  careful  consideration 
and  his  recommendation  that  the  American  Medical  Association, 
through  State  committees,  collect  mortality  statistics  about  every  hos- 
pital in  the  country,  carried  out  at  once. 

Mr.  President,  take,  for  example,  the  recent  craze  for  re- 
moving the  tonsils  by  surgery.  This  generally  useless  and  cruel 
torture  of  young  children  has  come  largely  from  the  modern 
medical  idea  that  the  public  health  calls  for  the  enforced  ex- 
amination of  all  school  children. 

Dr.  John  M.  Mackenzie,  professor  of  laryngology  and  rhi- 
nology  in  Johns  Hopkins  University,  has  discussed  this  phase 
of  the  subject  quite  freely  and  frankly,  condemning  in  strong 
terms  the  craze  for  the  indiscriminate  and  useless  removal  of 
the  tonsils.  I  take  some  extracts  from  an  article  of  his  on 
"  The  massacre  of  the  tonsils  "  : 

During  the  past  years  I  have  been  repeatedly  urged  by  medical 
friends  to  give  some  public  utterance  by  way  of  formal  protest  against 
the  indiscriminate  and  wholesale  destruction  and  removal  of  the  ton- 
sils, which,  far  above  all  others,  is  the  chief  and  most  glaring  abuse 
in  the  laryngology  of  the  present  day.  They  have  been  good  enough 
to  say  that  a  word  might  not  be  amiss  from  one  who  has  been  through 
the  dust  and  heat  of  the  conflict  that  has  raged  around  this  and  other 
fancies  in  surgical  laryngology  which  have  arisen  and  fallen  during 
the  quarter  of  a  century  that  has  just  passed  away. 

One  of  these  friends,  a  distinguished  general  surgeon  of  wide  ex- 
perience, large  practice,  and  exceptionally  high  professional  skill,  in 
insisting  that  I  say  something  on  the  subject,  gave  me  as  his  deliberate 
opinion  that  of  all  the  surgical  insanities  within  his  recollection  this 
onslaught  on  the  tonsils  was  the  worst,  not  excepting  the  operation 
on  the  appendix.  And,  indeed,  when  I  look  back  through  an  experience 
of  over  30  years,  in  which  I  have  seen  theory  after  theory,  for  some 
of  which  I  have  been  partially,  if  not  wholly,  responsible  myself,  come 
and  go,  materialize  and  dissolve,  I  feel  that,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  I  approach  the  subject  with  reluctance,  with  diiSdence,  with 
hesitancy — with  even  timidity — and  fully  mindful  of  the  truth  that 
we  are  all  liable  to  error,  even  the  youngest  of  us,  and  that  nowadays 
in  some  quarters  apparently  age  and  experience  count  for  nothing,  I 
feel  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  a  few  words  in  what  I  consider  to 
be  the  interest  of  the  public  health  and  therefore  of  the  public  safety. 

Let  me  at  the  outset  be  not  misunderstood.  It  is  not  my  object  to 
stir  up  strife,  to  impute  unworthy  motives  to  anyone,  or  to  arrogate 
to  myself  any  superior  wisdom  in  the  surgical  management  of  tonsil 
disease. 

Nor  do  I  wish  to  shift  to  other  shoulders  all  the  blame.  I,  too, 
in  my  earlier  days  have  fallen  by  the  way.  Indeed,  it  was  once 
facetiously  said  that  the  street  in  front  of  my  ofiice  was  paved  with 
the  turbinated  bones  of  my  victims. 

******* 

Many  years  ago  Austin  Flint  was  conducting  an  examination  in 
physiology  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  School  in  New  York. 
Among  the  students  who  came  up  for  graduation  was  a  bright  young 
fellow  to  whom  Flint  propounded  the  following  conundrum  :  "  What 
is  the  function  of  the  spleen  ?  "  And  the  lad  replied  that  the  function 
of  the  spleen  was  to  enlarge  in  malarial  fever.  To  the  next  question, 
"What  is  the  function  of  the  tonsil?"  the  boy  declared  that  the 
function  of  the  tonsil  was  to  swell  and  suppurate  in  quinsy.  "  That 
will  do,"  said  Flint,  "  you  have  passed  a  perfect  examination,  for  you 
know  as  much  about  the  subject  as  I  do  myself."  *  *  *  x  remem- 
ber a  long  time  ago  in  a  discussion  on  hemorrhage  after  tonsillotomy 
before  a  New  York  society  a  distinguished  laryngologist  made  the 
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statement  that  he  had  removed  without  accident  many  thousands  (I 
have  forgotten  the  exact  number)  of  tonsils,  to  which  declaration  an 
inquisitive,  incredulous  Individual  present,  with  a  mathematical  turn 
of  mind,  said  he  had  made  a  calculation  which  showed  that  in  order 
to  have  removed  that  many  tonsils  within  the  limit  of  an  ordinary 
lifetime  the  operator  would  have  to  average  a  bushel  a  day. 

******* 
But  never  in  the  history  of  medicine  has  the  lust  for  operation  on  the 
tonsils  been  as  passionate  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  It  is  not  simply 
the  surgical  thirst  from  which  we  have  all  suffered  in  our  earlier  days, 
just  as  at  a  still  earlier  period  we  suffered  from  the  measles  ;  it  is'  a 
mania,  a  madness,  an  obsession.  It  has  infected  not  only  the  general 
profession  but  also  the  laity. 

******* 

In  the  annual  reports  of  nearly  all  the  special  hospitals  for  diseases 
of  the  nose  and  throat,  the  number  of  tonsils  removed,  as  compared 
with  all  other  operations  on  the  upper  air  tract  and  its  appendages, 
is  simply  appalling.  In  conspicuous  and  refreshing  contrast  to  the 
usual  narratives  of  these  productions,  let  me  quote  from  the  last  report 
of  a  well-known  children's  hospital  in  this  city  these  words  of  sanity 
and  wisdom  : 

"  The  recent  universal  inspection  of  the  throats  of  school  children 
has  revealed  the  fact  that  nearly  all  children  at  some  time  of  life  have 
more  or  less  enlarged  tonsils. 

"  That  most  of  these  are  harmless  if  not  actually  physiological,  and 
that  their  removal  in  these  cases  is  not  only  unnecessary  but  injurious 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  child  is  our  conviction. 

"  Much  wild  and  incontinent  talk,  for  which  their  teachers  are  some- 
times largely  to  blame,  has  poisoned  the  minds  of  the  younger  gener- 
ation of  operators  and  thrown  the  public  into  hysteria.  Tonsillectomy, 
for  example,  is  held  out  to  them  not  only  as  sure  cure  for  but  as  an 
absolute  prophylactic  against  rheumatism  and  heart  disease.  They  are 
told  with  the  disappearance  of  the  tonsil  in  man  these  diseases  will 
cease  to  exist.  Parents  bring  nowadays  their  perfectly  sound  children 
to  the  laryngologist  for  tonsil  removal  in  order  to  head  off  these 
affections.  Tonsillectomy  is  recommended  as  a  curative  during  the 
agony  of  acute  articular  rheumatism. 

''  But  the  origin  of  the  latter  disease  has  recently  been  traced  to  an 
Infection  of  the  nasal  mucosa  following  operation.  To-morrow  it  will 
come  from  somewhere  else.  Those  of  us  who  are  old  enough  to  remem- 
ber will  recall  the  story  of  chorea.  Years  ago  we  found  the  cause  of 
this  affection  in  the  nasal  passages.  When  this  view,  after  the  usual 
struggle,  had  to  be  abandoned,  it  was  suddenly  discovered  that  the 
eye  was  the  portal  of  entrance.  To-day  it  has  been  caught  in  the 
tonsil.  If  we  exercise  a  little  patience,  it  will  turn  up  soon  in  some 
other  organ. 

"  In  considering  the  question  of  operation  on  the  tonsils,  and  espe- 
cially complete  removal,  we  must  face  the  following  facts  : 

"  1.  The  functions  of  the  tonsils  are,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  unknown.    »    *  « 

"  2.  Whatever  its  functions  may  be,  and  the  production  of  leucocytes 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  them,  the  tonsil  is  not,  as  is  generally  believed 
and  taught,  a  lymphatic  gland. 

"  The  general  ignorance  of  this  fact  has  led  to  the  useless  sacrifice  of 
thousands  of  tonsils,  on  the  fallacious  assumption  that  their  func- 
tional activity  may  easily  be  replaced  by  the  myriads  of  other  lym- 
phatic glands  in  the  body.  The  physiological  integrity  of  the  tonsil  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  infant  and  child  life." 

Dr.  Mackenzie  is  one  of  the  ablest  of  his  profession,  and  we 
owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  fearless  exposure  and  con- 
demnation of  this  tendency  to  use  the  knife  unnecessarily  and 
to  the  injury  of  the  health  of  its  unfortunate  and  unprotected 
victims. 

Dr.  R.  K.  Smith,  in  a  health  talk  at  the  Sunday  Commons  in 
Huntington  Chambers,  Boston,  February  1  last,  is  reported  to 
have  praised  Dr.  Cabot  for  having  exposed  the  appalling  facts 
relating  to  the  mistakes  of  the  doctors  in  their  hospital  work. 
As  reported  in  the  Boston  Post,  "  he  showed  how  fashion  instead 
of  actual  sickness  might  play  a  great  part  in  the  treatment  of 
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patients  by  telling  that  recent  investigations  indicated  astonish- 
ing numbers  of  unnecessary  operations  in  those  two  fashionable 
diseases,  enlarged  tonsils  and  appendicitis,  and  that  IT  per  cent 
of  the  appendixes  removed  at  a  Boston  hospital  were  shown  by 
autopsies  to  be  normal,"  and  told  of  a  professor  at  the  Johns 
Hopkins  Medical  School  who  declared  in  a  recent  treatise  that 
the  street  before  his  oflice  was  "  paved  with  tonsils  that  should 
never  have  been  removed."  The  pathetic  story  is  told  of  little 
Leroy  Atkinson,  8  years  old,  who  drew  straws  with  his  sister, 
aged  G,  to  determine  which  should  undergo  an  operation  for 
adenoids  first.  He  lost  the  cut,  went  bravely  to  the  operating 
table,  and  in  a  few  moments  was  dead.  William  C.  Johnson,  37 
years  old,  died  on  the  operating  table  in  a  hospital  in  Indianapo- 
lis, reported  to  be  from  the  anesthetic.  He  was  undergoing  a 
slight  operation  on  his  toe.  Complaint  was  made  that  Mai"y 
E.  Mitchell  was  forced,  against  her  will,  to  undergo  an  opera- 
tion at  the  Bayview  Asylum,  Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which  she 
died  soon  after  leaving  the  operating  table.  Minnie  Light,  after 
a  sickness  of  three  days,  died  in  Berlin,  N.  H.,  alleged  to  be 
from  a  delayed  operation  for  appendicitis  after  being  treated 
for  some  other  disease  through  mistaken  diagnosis.  John 
Mehrer  died  in  the  General  Hospital  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  from 
an  operation  on  the  tonsils.  Verne  Alexander,  aged  8  years, 
died  from  the  same  cause  in  the  office  of  the  surgeon  who  per- 
formed the  operation,  in  the  same  city,  November  22,  1911.  At 
the  same  hospital  in  that  city,  August  Mengelkemp,  16  years  of 
age,  died  from  an  operation  on  November  24,  1911.  The  cause 
was  not  learned,  because,  as  reported,  the  doctors  "  refused  to 
discuss  the  case."  The  4-months-old  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
R.  Wood,  Hammond,  Ind.,  September  26,  1914,  died  from  an 
operation.  Oliver  Cramer,  aged  1-5,  August  18,  1914,  at  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  died  from  lockjaw,  resulting  from  vaccination. 
Twin  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Ulmer,  Bloomingdale,  Ind., 
aged  5  years,  died  August  28,  1914,  from  an  operation  removing 
their  tonsils.  Mena  Smith,  aged  1.5  years,  daughter  of  Mrs.  O.  G. 
Smith,  Salem,  Oreg.,  died  August  14,  1914,  from  the  effects  of  an 
anesthetic  given  for  operation  for  tonsillitis.  Thousands  of  such 
deaths  have  occurred  in  this  country.  The  few  I  have  men- 
tioned have  been  gathered  from  the  local  newspapers  and  re- 
ported at  the  time  of  their  occurrence. 

The  custom  of  splitting  fees  for  performing  operations  has 
become  a  common  source  of  revenue  for  family  physicians. 
This  will  explain  to  some  extent  the  enormous  number  of  opera- 
tions that  are  being  performed.  It  pays.  This  scandal  was 
lately  exposed  by  the  Chicago  News.  The  following  article 
from  the  Kansas  City  Star,  reproduced  in  the  Humboldt  Union, 
quoting  from  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Child  before  the  Jackson 
County  Medical  Society,  will  explain  the  situation : 

TOO  FEEE  WITH  THE   KNIFE  GRAFT   AMONG  PHYSICIANS    SAID  TO  CADSH 

MANY  DEATHS. 

Fee  splitting  between  family  doctors  and  surgeons  who  perform 
operations  has  been  taken  up  by  the  Jackson  County  Medical  Society. 
It  has  been  openly  charsed  in  a  meeting  of  the  society  that  "  Commer- 
cialism, with  its  parasites,  speculation  and  ::i'aft,  has  a  strong  hold  In 
the  medical  profession  in  'Kansas  City."  Those  wore  the  words  of  Dr. 
Scott  P.  Child,  chairman  of  the  board  of  censors  of  the  society,  at  its 
last  meeting. 

It  is  charged  that  so  universal  has  become  the  practice  of  fee  split- 
ting between  the  physician  who  gets  a  case  and  the  surgeon  wlio  per- 
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forms  the  operntion,  not  only  in  Kansas  City,  but  tbrougbont  Missouri 
and  Kansas,  tliat  many  physicians  get  their  principal  income  from  their 
half  of  the  surgeon's  fee,  and  that  patients  who  are  in  need  of  opera- 
tions are  hawked  around  by  the  family  doctors  among  different  surgeons 
to  see  which  one  will  give  the  biggest  per  cent  of  his  fee  to  the 
physician. 

But  more  startling  than  all  is  the  charge  that  the  family  physicians, 
being  enriched  by  their  share  of  big  surgical  fees,  are  straining  a  point 
and  urge  operations  where  no  operation  is  necessary,  and  that  many 
have  died  from  this  manhandling  of  patients  for  big  fees. 

In  the  paper  which  he  read  before  the  Jackson  County  Medical  So- 
ciety Dr.  Child  made  the  following  statement  : 

"That  such  fee  splitting  is  a  fact  is  common  history  the  country 
over,  most  flagrantly  practiced  in  our  neighboring  State  of  Kansas,  and, 
to  our  regret,  the  custom  prevails  among  the  profession  in  this  city. 
To  the  uninformed,  to  the  doubters,  or  to  those  who  may  believe  that 
proof  is  wanting,  or  who,  as  guilty,  may  demand  evidence  to  prove 
their  guilt,  permit  me  to  say  that  plenty  of  proof  is  in  hand  and  more 
proof  is  within  easy  reach  if  our  society  acts  upon  it  as  it  should." 

In  his  paper  Dr.  Child  made  the  following  specific  charges: 

"During  the  last  month  a  physician,  a  graduate  of  one  of  our  local 
medical  schools,  stated  that  he  had  referred  operative  cases  from  his 
town,  about  lUO  miles  from  Kansas  City,  to  a  surgeon  and  former 
teacher  of  his,  and  that  after  the  operation  the  surgeon  had  mailed  him 
a  check. 

"  Itecently,  on  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  censors  of  this 
society,  a  member  of  this  society  confessed  that  he  had  mailed  several 
letters  to  members  of  the  profession  in  general  practice  in  which  he 
stated  tliat  he  was  now  practicing  surgery  and  was  prepared  to  attend 
to  any  work  they  might  refer  to  him,  and  concluded  by  saying:  'The 
business  consideration  will  be  satisfactory.' 

"A  local  physician  only  recently  committed  himself  in  speaking  of 
the  number  of  surgical  cases  he  was  referring  to  a  surgeon  in  this  city, 
of  the  fees  charged,  and  the  fact  that  he,  the  physician,  received  one- 
half  of  the  money  i<aid  by  the  patients. 

".V  member  of  this  society,  upon  graduating  a  few  years  ago,  and 
having  eye  ca >es  to  refer  to  an  ophthalmologist,  went  to  a  local  man 
of  practice  and  ability  and  solicited  a  fee  on  cases  he  might  refer  for 
special  eye  treatment.  The  oculist  very  honorably  refused  to  buy  cases 
or  to  pay  percentages;  and  the  physician  has  not  referred  any  cases 
to  him  since.  Within  the  past  two  weeks  this  same  physician  referred 
a  special  case  of  another  type  to  a  certain  specialist  in  this  city  and 
again  demanded  a  division  of  the  fee. 

"A  very  busy  surgeon  of  this  society  went  into  a  country  town  to 
perform  an  operation  upon  a  boy  for  appendicitis.  The  boy  was  the 
only  child  of  a  family  of  moderate  circumstances.  The  family  physician 
in  the  case  mailed  a  check  for  J.'iOO  to  the  surgeon  through  a  local  bank. 
The  surgeon  immediately  remitted  a  draft  for  .$200  directly  to  the 
family  physician.    I  could  give  many  other  instances." 

I  also  call  attention  to  the  following  item  in  the  Chicago  News 
of  Januai-y  11,  1011,  cabled  from  Paris,  showing  that  this 
despicable  practice  is  widespread : 

"  The  scandals  of  commercialized  medicine  exposed  by  the  Chicago 
Daily  News,"  said  Dr.  Doyen,  one  of  the  world's  most  noted  surgeons, 
"  exist  not  only  in  America  but  throughout  the  world,  and  are  most 
disgraceful  where  civilization  is  supposed  to  be  the  highest." 

In  an  interview  to-day  Dr.  Doyen  described  to  the  correspondent  of 
the  Daily  News  his  experiences  and  suggested  what  he  believes  to  be 
the  only  remedy.  Dr.  Doyen  was  found  in  a  Paris  hospital,  where  he 
had  just  completed  an  operation.  He  was  still  wearing  his  white  coat 
and  apron  and  rubber  gloves  when  the  correspondent  told  him  of  the 
articles  in  the  Daily  News. 

HE  PRAISES  POBLICITT  WORK. 

"  That  is  the  best  work  done  by  a  newspaper  in  the  last  decade,"  he 
said  heartily.  "  Certainly  the  horrible  situation  described  exists  in 
France,  Germany,  and  England.  It  is  everywhere,  and  publicity  given 
it  by  newspapers  is  the  best  remedy.  I  hope  that  publications  through- 
out the'  world  will  take  up  the  work  begun  by  the  Daily  News.  While 
undoubtedly  there  are  many  honest  physicians,  civilization  to-day  is 
plagued  by  hordes  of  men  who  are  worse  than  the  charlatans  of  the 
Middle  -Vges.  The  evils  existing  in  the  days  of  Moli&re  still  flourish. 
Read  tlieMalade  Imaginaire  and  other  plays  of  Moli&re  and  you  will 
find  everything,  including  the  doctor  who  impresses  the  patient  by 
spouting  a  string  of  almost  meaningless  Latin  medical  terms. 
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"  What  are  some  of  the  instances  of  quackery  that  you  have  ob- 
served 1  " 

SATS    MUEDER   IS   DAILY  EVENT. 

"  Fee  splitting  is  the  commonest.  Operations  by  incompetent  sur- 
geons are  being  perfoimed  continually  aud  actual  murder  is  committed 
In  this  way  almost  daily.  Other  physicians  form  a  ring  to  exploit  a 
patient,  passing  bim  from  one  to  the  other,  saying,  '  Go  to  Dr.  Jones 
tor  the  eyes,  to  Dr.  Brown  for  the  ears,  and  to  Dr.  Smith  for  the 
stomach,'  etc.  One  of  the  commonest  witticisms  of  ducturs  is :  'A 
millionaire  always  has  a  little  piece  (if  cartilage  in  his  nose  whicli 
can  be  remo\ed  for  a  large  sum  of  money.'  Only  last  week  I  over- 
heard one  surgeon  ask  another,  '  Why  did  you  operate  on  So-and-so 
for  cataract  before  it  was  ripe?'  'If  I  had  done  otherwise,  my  patient 
would  have  gone  to  another  doctor,'  was  the  reply. 

"  The  truth  is  that  medical  science  has  advanced  with  such  rapidity 
recently  that  not  a  few  physicians  are  lost,  intelligent  laymen  under- 
stand modern  medical  discoveries  as  well  as  many  professional  men, 
and  often  bettor.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  doctor's  not  explaining  a 
patient's  condition  in  simple  language  if  he  knows  what  the  matter  Is 
and  can  explain  so  the  patient  can  understand.  When  a  doctor  does 
not  know  he  always  spouts  Latin. 

HAS   TO   KICK   OUT  LEECHES. 

"  Physicians  telephone  to  me  daily,  saying  that  they  have  patients 
requiring  operations  aud  asking  what  commission  I  will  give.  When 
I  ask  leave  to  examine  the  patients  they  decline  to  allow  it  before  I 
have  fixed  my  commission.  Sometimes  I  have  to  kick  such  leeches  to 
the  door.  I  also  know  of  several  cases  of  alleged  operations  in 
laparotomy  when  the  surgeon  merely  cut  the  skin  and  resewed  it. 

"  Other  charlatans,  when  they  hear  the  name  of  a  man  who  is  about 
to  undergo  an  operation,  search  for  the  name  of  the  surgeon  in  the 
case,  and  sometimes  they  come  three  or  fnur  at  a  time  demanding  com- 
missions, pretending  that  they  are  the  family  physicians  of  the  patieflt." 

"  Is  it  poss^ible  ifcr  an  ordinary  physician  in  Paris  to  live  without 
such  practices?  " 

"Assuredly,  if  he  is  honest." 

CHAEGE  ACCOHDIXG  TO  TTEALTH. 

"  Do  yor.  believe  that  a  doctor  should  charge  In  proportion  to  the 
wealth  of  the  patient?" 

"  Yes  ;  because  all  physicians  make  no  charge  to  the  ooor.  Also,  I 
believe  that  a  family  physician  should  have  a  commission  when  he  is 
forced  to  advise  a  patient  to  go  to  a  specialist.  However,  instead  of 
the  specialist  giving  the  commission  secretly,  the  patient  should  pay 
each  openly." 

"  How  do  you  determine  the  financial  status  of  a  patient?" 

"  The  fee  should  alv.ays  he  discussed  and  decided  before  the  treat- 
ment is  begun.  People  should  learn  to  buy  a  doctor's  services  just  as 
they  buy  clothing." 

'•  Do  you  believe  that  sach  a  business  arrangement  would  tend  to 
eliminate  the  evils  mentioned?" 

"The  evils  are  due  largely  to  the  stupidity  of  the  public,  which 
does  n-  t  take  pains  to  discriminate  between  good  and  bad  doctors. 
The  daily  press,  through  leading  medical  men,  should  educate  the 
people  to  use  the  same  common  sense  regarding  the  treatment  of  illness 
t'jat  they  use  in  business." 

The  following  statement  of  B.  F.  Golclman,  of  his  experience 
with  the  operating  doctors,  as  given  in  the  Boise  (Idaho)  Capi- 
tal News  of  February  23,  1913,  is  interesting  in  this  connec- 
tion : 

"  Several  years  ago,"  said  Mr.  Goldman,  "  I  came  to  Boise  with  a 
swelling  in  my  throat,  and,  becoming  anxious  as  to  what  it  was,  I 
visited  a  half  dozen  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  the  city.  Without  exception  these  experts  ail  Informed  me  that  I 
was  suffering  from  goiter  and  advised  me  that  an  immediate  opera- 
tion was  necessary.  Naturally  I  did  not  relish  the  idea  of  being  cut 
any  more  than  the  average  citizen,  so  I  hesitated.  I  even  visited  a 
Chinese  doctor,  who,  to  his  credit,  was  the  only  one  among  the  number 
visited  who  advised  me  against  an  operation. 

"  Believing  that  if  I  was  suffering  from  such  a  serious  ailment,  and 
must  be  operated  upon,  I  felt  loath  to  intrust  my  life  to  the  hands  of 
any  but  the  best  surgeons  I  could  find,  .\ccordintrly  I  visited  Dr. 
Housner,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Topeka,  Kans.,  and 
others.  Without  exception  the  doctors  whom  I  visited  outside  of 
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Idaho  Informerl  me  than  an  operation  was  not  necessary,  laughed  at 
my  ft'ars,  and  told  me  to  '  go  home  and  forget  it.' 

CUUE   'WITHOUT  OPERATION. 

"  With  fear  and  tremblinp;  I  took  their  advice,  because  the  Idea  of 
being  operated  upon  was  repugnant  'o  me.  To-day  I  have  no  trace  of 
a  goiter  or  any  other  swelling  visible  on  my  throat,  and  have  not  been 
treated  in  any  way  for  the  ailment. 

"A  number  of  weeks  ago  I  was  lifting  a  huge  bowlder  in  the  mine 
and  suffered  a  hernia.  The  local  doctor  told  me  that  an  operation 
would  be  necessary,  and  I  hastened  to  Boise.  Here  I  was  told  by 
several  physicians  "and  surgeons  of  high  standing  that  I  was  suCEering 
from  an  irreducible  hernia  and  tliat  an  immediate  operation,  costing 
some  hundreds  of  dollars,  would  be  necessary.  I  was  likewise  advised 
to  eat  notliing,  as  eating  food,  I  was  told,  would  kill  me.  Again  I 
visited  a  number  of  physicians  and  surgeons  and  linally  heard  of  one 
who  bad  prevented  an  operation  upon  a  prominent  citizen. 

".\s  a  last  despairing  hope  I  visited  him.    After  an  examination  he 
told  me  that  he  would  show  me  in  five  minutes  that  my  hernia  was 
'  reducible.'    In  a  few  moments  this  physician,  with  his  hare  bands, 
reduced  tlie  hernia  and  to-day  I  am  as  sound  as  ever  1  was,  and  that, 
without  tlie  use  of  t!ie  scalpel. 

"  If  I  bad  bren  o|)erated  upon  I  would  more  than  likely  be  in  my 
grave  by  this  time,  or  at  least  would  have  been  injured  for  life.  The 
instance's  I  have  cited  are  merely  my  own  experiences.  I  know  of  many 
more  similar  cases  and  of  others  in  which  it  is  very  apparent  that 
surgeons  have  either  operated  upon  sound  persons  through  ignorance 
or  else  for  tlie  uionctary  consideration. 

"  The  only  protection  for  an  abused  public  is  legislation  which  will 
make  the  surgeons  and  physicians  legally  as  well  as  morally  responsible 
for  errors  in  diagnosis,  as  well  as  iu  deliberate  cases  where  the  knife 
is  resorted  to  in  order  to  collect  the  big  fees  usually  charged  in  such 
cases." 

The  following  comments  of  Dr.  George  R.  Cruicksliank  on  the 
work  of  his  profession  are  interesting  and  encouraging.  They 
are  taken  from  the  Detroit  Times,  of  November  23,  1910: 

Dr.  George  R.  Cruickshank,  of  Windsor,  member  of  the  Ontario  Medi- 
cal Council  for  the  countii-'S  of  Essex,  Kent,  and  Lambton,  and  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  Dominion,  is  the 
author  of  the  foregoing  statements.  He  made  them  to  the  Times  in  his 
olhce  in  Windsor  Wednesday  morning  while  commenting  on  the  book 
Medical  Chaos  and  Crime,  recently  written  by  Dr.  Norman  Barnesby, 
of  Chicago.  A  review  of  Dr.  Barnesby's  book  appeared  last  week  in  the 
Times,  and  caused  no  end  of  comment  among  the  doctors  of  the  city  and 
vicinity.  Dr.  Barnesby,  amon^  other  things,  charges  that  ignoi'ance, 
commercialism,  and  criminal  indifference  on  the  part  of  many  doctors  are 
responsible  for  much  human  suffering,  and  that  many  young  physicians 
obtain  experience  at  the  cost  of  patients'  lives. 

"  I  have  seen  a  number  of  reports  on  Dr.  Barnesby's  book,"  said  Dr. 
Cruickshank,  "  and  I  have  come  to  the  coaclusion  that  it  is  really  my 
book.  Dr.  Barnesby  has  said  just  what;  I  planned  to  say  myself  when 
I  got  the  time  to  write  it.  But  Dr.  Barnesby  has  got  ahead  of  me  in 
regard  to  having  his  views  placed  in  book  form.  Tor  years  I  have 
been  voicing  the  sentiments  expressed  in  Dr.  Barnesby's  book.  I  have 
made  known  my  views  in  papers  before  medical  societies,  and  taken  ad- 
vantage of  every  other  opportunity  to  let  the  medical  profession  and 
public  know  just:  how  1  feel  about  operations.  Certain  doctors  in  Detroit 
and  elsewhere  have  been  performing  unnecessary  operations  for  years. 
Abdominal  operations  have  been  performed  on  men  and  women  for  no 
just  cause  at  all.  For  these  operations  the  patients  have  paid  fabulous 
sums,  'i'hen  you  may  ask,  '  Is  there  graft  in  medicine?  '  I  am  afraid 
so.  and  the  grafting  is  made  easy  by  the  high  standing  of  the  profes- 
sion. But  the  worst  offenders  are  not  the  young  uoctors  ;  the  leaders 
of  the  profession  are  guilty.  Thousands  of  operations  are  performed 
which  were  better  left  undone.  I'erhaps  the  grafters  were  enthusiasts, 
not  thieves.  If  that  be  not  the  case,  then  the  oL'cnding  doctors  are 
worse  than  the  man  who  robs  you  with  a  dark  lantern  and  a  '  billy.' 

"  Young  doctors  operate  better  than  the  older  ones,  but  they  don't  know 
when  to  do  so.  When  a  man  is  sick  the  great  question  should  be,  '  What 
should  be  done?'  The  patient  should  be  glad  to  give  his  automobile  for 
the  answer.  He  gives  too  little  for  advice  and  too  much  for  the  opera- 
tion. When  a  man  knows  he  should  give  $100  for  advice  before  he 
gives  .$10  for  an  operation  he  will  avoid  some  graft.  Meanwhile  the 
grand  old  profession  is  at  heart  self-sacrificing  and  noble. 
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"  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  operations  which  were  not  necessary,  and 
I  will  venture  to  s;iy  that  no  Detroit  physician  will  deny  that  thou- 
sands of  operations  performed  in  Detroit  are  unnecessary." 

Dr.  Cruicksbank  deplores  the  surgical  excesses  to  which  the  profes- 
sion  has  gone  in  regard  to  appendicitis,  for  one  thing.  In  addition  to 
declaring  that  75  per  cent  of  the  operations  for  the  disease  are  not 
necessary,  the  doctor  proudly  points  to  the  fact  that  no  patient  of  his 
Is  ever  unnecessarily  operated  on  for  the  ailment.  He  believes  in 
medical  treatment  for  the  cure  of  the  disease. 

"  No  patient  suffering  from  appendicitis  should  be  operated  on  until 
It  is  seen  that  an  operation  is  absolutely  necessary,"  said  the  doctor. 
■'  Most  cases  can  be  cured  by  proper  diet  and  the  administration  of 
medicines  and  hot  or  cold  applications  to  the  affected  portion  ot 
the  body.  Not  one  of  my  patients  is  among  those  operated  on  in 
Detroit,  I  am  glad  to  say.  The  appendix  is  in  the  body  for  a  pur- 
pose, and  is  not  a  useless  appendage,  as  claimed  by  some  operators." 

Speaking  on  the  practice  of  removing  tonsils.  Dr.  Cruicksbank  said  : 

"  The  fad  .iust  now  is  to  remove  tonsils.  They  should  not  be  removed 
at  all.  Tonsils  are  necessary  in  the  throat,  otherwise  they  would  not 
be  there.  They  stand  in  the  throat  like  two  sentinels,  ready  to  take 
care  of  any  germs  which  may  gather  there. 

"  Some  doctors  remove  them  because  they  get  enlarged,  but  I  don't 
think  that  is  any  reasonable  excuse.  If  they  become  enlarged,  it  must 
be  for  some  purpose,  probably  so  they  can  take  care  of  more  than  an 
ordinary  amount  of  germs  in  the  throat.  I  would  remove  a  tonsil  only 
In  case  of  its  being  diseased. 

"  But,  happily,  customs  are  changing.  While  ooerative  excesses  are 
the  rule  just  now,  10  years  from  now  the  operators  of  to-day  will  be 
looked  on  as  barbarians.  There  will  be  but  little  unnecessary  operating 
In  the  future." 

But.  unfortunately,  tlie  criticisms  and  advice  of  sncli  members 
of  the  profe.ssion  as  Dr.  Cruickshnnli  liave  been  of  little,  if  any, 
avail.  The  dangerous  and  life-destroying  operations  in  great 
and  unnecessary  numbers  still  go  on.  Some  time  reason  and 
justice  may  overcome  cupidity  and  greed  as  the  result  of  wise 
counsels  such  as  these. 

Efficacy  of  Christian  Science  Healing. 
Mr.  President,  I  can  not  speak  with  authority  or  from  actual 
knowledge  of  the  healing  influences  of  the  various  schools  of 
medicine  and  other  means  of  healing  except  Christian  Science. 
I  have  had  personal  experience  in  abundance  with  the  so-called 
regular  school  of  medical  practitioners  and  with  homeopathic 
physicians  and  a  limited  experience  with  osteopathy,  none  of 
which  were  satisfactory.  I  know  nothing  of  the  others  except 
from  hearsay.  I  have  no  doubt  all  of  them  have  done  much 
good  and  some  have  done  less  harm  than  others.  The  schools 
of  medicine,  called  irregulars  by  tlie  allopathic  school,  have  each 
been  compelled  to  fight  their  way  against  the  regular  school. 
They  came  into  existence  as  a  protest  against  the  inefficiency 
of  the  regulars.  The  old-school  doctors,  with  their  power- 
ful political  organizations,  have  persecuted  them  with  a 
shocking  degree  of  bigotry  and  intolerance.  They  have  per- 
secuted them  through  unjust  restrictive  laws  procured  by 
them  from  altogether  too  trusting  legislative  bodies,  but  in 
spite  of  this  persecution  these  new  schools  of  medicine  have 
been  established  with  more  or  less  success  and  have  gained 
a  greater  or  less  degree  of  public  confidence  and  favor.  All 
of  them  have  their  followers  who  believe  them  to  be  the 
best  means  of  healing  their  diseases  and  ameliorating  their 
sufferings,  and  the  stronger  their  faith  in  them  the  more 
benefit  they  derive  from  their  ministnitions,  but  much  of  this 
faith  and  confidence  has  been  misplaced,  and  as  a  result  many 
lives  have  been  needlessly  sacrificed,  many  people  have  un- 
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necessarily  been  made  suCferin?:  inyalids  for  life,  and  many 
more  have  been  made  tbe  hopeless  victims  of  degrading  and 
degenerate  habits,  caused  by  the  dispensation  of  habit-forming 
di'ugs,  that  are  worse  than  death.  So  it  is  a  grave  question 
whether  medical  practitioners  have  not  done  the  human  race 
more  harm  than  good.  My  own  experience  and  observation 
leads  me  to  believe  they  have.  But  some  other  people  do  not 
agree  with  me.  They  believe  in  the  different  schools  of  medi- 
cine, some  in  one  and  some  in  another.  So  long  as  they 
believe  in  these  remedies  they  should  be  protected  in  their 
right  to  resort  to  them  for  relief.  Naturally  practitioners  of 
the  various  schools  of  medicine  each  believe  that  his  school  and 
his  medicines  are  the  best  and  most  efficacious  of  all.  But  it 
is  a  well-known  and  now  an  almost  uniform  belief  that  there 
are  no  healing  qualities  in  drugs.  Some  of  them  deaden  and 
destroy  the  feeling  of  pain  and  suffering  and  give  temporary 
relief,  but  they  do  not  heal  disease.  Their  effect  is  temporary 
and  fleeting.  As  they  lose  their  power  over  consciousness  or 
feeling  the  pain  and  suffering  return  often  with  redoubled  fury. 
The  anoasthetic  destroys  consciousness  and  feeling  while  the 
surgeon  wields  the  knife.  This  is  a  blessing  if  the  operation 
is  necessary,  but  it  has  resulted  in  many  unnecessary  opera- 
tions with  deadly  consequences. 

Jlr.  President,  there  is  one  remedy  about  which  I  can  speak 
with  confidence  and  certainty  from  my  own  i^ersonai  experi- 
ence, confirmed  by  like  experiences  that  have  come  under 
my  own  observation.  I  was  healed  in  Christian  Science  when 
death  was  laear  and  after  all  hope  of  relief  through  medical 
practitioners  had  been  abandoned  after  long  and  faithful  trial 
of  such  remedies.  I  have  seen  and  known  of  other  cases  of 
healing,  many  of  them  of  organic  and  so-called  incurable  dis- 
eases, and  after  medical  practitioners  had  given  up  the  patient 
as  hopelessly  incurable.  I  am  going  to  call  some  of  these  cases 
of  healing  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  not  to  advertise  Chris- 
tian Science  or  to  induce  anyone  to  accept  or  resort  to  it  for 
relief.  Its  adherents  do  not  prose'yte  or  advertise  it  or  per- 
suade anyone  to  accept  it.  My  sole  purpose  now  is  to  show 
the  cruel  injustice  and  folly  of  legislating  against  it  in  favor 
of  any  other  means  of  healing.  If  it  saves  lives  and  ameliorates 
and  mitigates  sorrow  and  suffering  and  regenerates  humanity 
morally  and  physically  where  no  other  relief  is  to  be  had,  as  I  shall 
show  it  does,  it  is  not  only  cruel,  it  is  criminal,  to  forbid  or 
hinder  those  from  doing  so  who  administer  its  benefits  or  who 
resort  to  it  for  relief.  I  would  not  have  anyone  infer  from 
the  showing  I  am  about  to  make  that  it  is,  as  it  is  now  admin- 
istered, an  infallible  remedy  and  always  heals.  It  does  fail 
to  heal  sometimes,  altogether  too  often,  as  all  remedies  must 
of  necessity  do  when  administered  through  liuman  imperfect 
instruments.  Some  of  its  patients  are  disappointed  and  return 
to  the  doctors.  They  have  so  long  been  accustomed  to  be 
thumped  and  pounded  and  dosed  and  carved  that  the  quiet  and 
silent  Christian  Science  treatment  is  too  tame  for  them.  They 
think  nothing  adequate  is  being  done.  Doctors  often  boast  of 
this  return  to  them  of  those  who  have  taken  up  Christian 
Science  as  convincing  proof  that  the  treatment  of  disease  in 
th;;t  way  is  a  failure.  But  the  fact  that  thous^ands  of  patients 
have  left  them  for  Christian  Science  never  to  return,  or  the  fact 
755C0— 14369 


23 


that  those  who  do  return  get  no  relief  and  are  doubly  disap- 
pointed, makes  no  impression  on  their  minds,  but  leaves  them 
strong  in  the  faith  that  nothing  but  their  method  is  scientific, 
regular,  or  eftective.  But  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  while 
it  fails  in  individual  cases,  for  reasons  that  can  not  always 
be  known  or  understood,  it  has  healed  thousands  of  cases  that 
under  materia-medica  treatment  would  have  been  incurable. 
I  thlnli  I  can  say  with  perfect  truth  that  there  is  no  disease 
not  subject  to  its  healing  influence,  including  all  of  the  diseases 
that  are  given  up  by  the  medical  fraternity  to  be  incurable.  I 
am  going  to  give  you  a  few  of  these  cases,  many  of  them  coming 
under  my  own  personal  knowledge  and  observation,  the  others 
known  to  me,  through  those  wlio  have  furnished  them  to  me  at 
my  request  to  use  as  I  am  now  about  to  use  them,  to  be  un- 
doubtedly true  and  reliable  accounts  of  cases  of  healing  thor- 
oughly authenticated.  To  mislead  anyone  by  false  or  un- 
founded claims  in  a  matter  so  grave  and  so  important  would 
be  cruel  and  inhuman. 

If  1  have  myself  been  misled  as  to  any  of  them,  I  should 
never  cease  to  regret  it.  I  have  for  these  reasons  taken  the 
greatest  care  in  procuring  the  statements  I  am  about  to  sub- 
mit for  the  candid  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  as  I  go  along  to  state  the  source  of  my  information 
and  the  character  and  standing  of  the  persons  from  whom  I 
have  received  it.  None  of  it  has  been  volunteered.  In  every 
instance  it  has  been  furnished  at  my  request,  with  an  under- 
standing of  the  use  I  intended  to  make  of  it.  I  have  called 
for  information  from  those  only  upon  whose  word  I  felt  I  could 
implicitly  rely. 

Mr.  President,  I  first  call  attention  to  a  case  that  came  under 
my  own  observation,  and  of  which  I  had  per.sonal  knowledge. 
I  have  mentioned  the  case  in  calling  attention  to  the  uncertain- 
ties and  perils  of  surgery.  With  as  little  repetition' as  possible, 
I  review  the  facts  here.  The  case  is  that  of  a  young  child 
3  or  4  years  old,  the  only  daughter  of  a  prominent  young  busi- 
ness man  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  When  I  first  saw  her,  she 
was  a  beautiful  child,  with  the  exception  I  am  about  to  state. 
One  of  her  eyes  was  diseased  from  infancy ;  it  was  believed 
from  birth.  The  eye  and  the  surrounding  parts  were  badly 
inflamed,  and  the  eye  protruded  and  seemed  almost  ready  to 
escape  from  the  socket.  This  condition  gave  the  side  of  the 
face  a  distorted  and  distressing  appearance.  Looked  at  from 
one  side,  the  child  had  beautiful  and  regularly  formed  features. 
From  the  other  side  her  appearance  was  repulsive.  She  was 
first  attended  by  the  family  physician,  a  very  worthy  and  com- 
petent member  of  the  profession,  whom  I  know  personally.  He 
was  unable  to  give  relief.  A  consultation  of  specialists  in  dis- 
eases of  the  kind  was  called.  They  concluded  that  there  was 
a  malignant  growth,  presumably  cancerous,  behind  the  eye,  and 
that  an  operation  was  necessary  to  save  the  child's  life.  They 
informed  the  parents  that  the  operation  was  so  delicate  that 
no  one  in  Los  Angeles  would  undertake  it,  and  advised  that 
the  child  be  taken  to  the  celebrated  surgeons.  Mayo  brothers. 
The  parents  had  the  wisdom  in  this  dreadful  emei-gency  to 
apply  to  Christian  Science  for  help.  I  saw  the  little  one  at 
this  time  and  on  frequent  occasions  afterwards.  The  alarming 
conditions  subsided  gradually  under  the  treatment  by  the 
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Christian  Science  practitioner  and  in  a  few  months  the  child 
was  entirely  healed  of  the  trouble.  This  was  five  or  six  years 
ago,  and  now  the  eye  is  perfectly  well  and  that  side  of  the  face 
is  as  beautiful  as  the  other. 

I  submit  now  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  statement 
by  himself  of  the  healing  of  Dr.  E.  F.  Burton,  now  a  resident 
of  New  York  City,  but  formerly  of  Los  Antieles  and  Pasndena, 
Cal.  His  statement  of  his  experience,  in  tlae  form  of  a  letter, 
was  furnished  at  my  special  request  for  the  use  I  am  now 
making  of  it.  I  have  known  Dr.  Burton  since  very  soon  after 
his  marvelous  healing.  He  is  a  man  of  superior  intelligence  and 
of  integrity  and  high  character. 

The  following  is  his  letter,  which  states  his  experience  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  before  his  healing  and  his  work  since 
that  time : 

30  KAST  FOIiTT-SECOND  STUEET, 

^ew  York,  N.  Y.,  August  21,  191i. 

My  Dear  Senator  :  Replyins  to  your  letter  of  the  10t!i  instant,  in 
which  you  ask  as  to  my  healing  "and  experience  through  and  with 
Christian  Science,  I  am  slad  to  tell  you  of  the  foUowiug  history. 

I  am  an  alumnus  of  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago.  After  gradua- 
tion I  received  an  appointment,  throug'i  competitive  examination,  as 
interne  in  Cook  County  Hospital,  of  Chicago,  one  of  the  Uirgest  hospi- 
tals in  the  country,  and  served  an  internship  of  18  months,  after  which 
I  was  appointed  on  the  surgical  staff  of  tlie  same  hospital,  and  at  the 
same  time  an  instructor  in  Rush  Medical  College.  I  lield  these  positions 
until  forcf'd  hy  ill  health  to  leave  the  North.  In  Arizona  I  was  after- 
wards appointed  acting  assistant  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Marine 
Hospital  Service  for  .U'izona.  I  was  a  memher  of  the  .\merican  Medical 
Association  until  I  left  medical  for  Christian  Science  work. 

.Ahout  12  years  ago  I  was  advised  hy  Drs.  Frank  Billings  and  .Tohn 
rs.  Min-phy,  whose  names  are  widely  known,  that  I  must  go  to  Arizona 
if  I  would  take  my  one  chance  for  life,  as  I  would  soon  die  with  con- 
sumption otherwise.  For  a  year  prior  to  this  time  I  had  been  taking 
a  preparation  of  opium,  which  was  then  considered  to  be  nonhabit 
forming,  to  subdue  the  symptoms  of  consumption.  When  I  went  to 
Arizona  I  tried  to  stop  the  drug,  but  found  that  I  had  a  well-founded 
opium  habit,  and  that  when  I  attempted  to  break  it.  which  I  did  sev- 
eral times,  the  lung  trouble  became  too  serious  to  be  borne.  Thus  the 
habit  increased,  as  it  always  docs.  I  had  been  a  moderate  drinker,  but 
became  less  moderate  in  tlie  use  of  alcohol,  and  also  soon  began  to  use 
cocaine  to  alleviate  both  the  effects  of  the  morphine  and  for  throat 
symptoms.  To  make  a  long  and  miserable  story  as  short  as  possible, 
these  three  things — alcohol,  morphine,  and  cocaine — became  my  food 
and  drink. 

After  some  time  in  Arizona  I  went  to  southern  California — to  Pasa- 
dena. Here  I  sought  the  aid  of  a  hypnotist  to  en^ible  me  to  free 
mvself  from  these  habits,  but  found  this  method  ineffectual.  After 
this  expei-ience  the  quantities  of  the  three  things  that  I  was  taking 
was  enormously  increased,  until  toward  the  end  I  was  taking  such 
quantities  of  morphine  and  cocaine  as  no  one  has  ever  recovered  from, 
so  far  as  I  know.  For  weeks  I  took  on  an  average  of  more  than  100 
grains  each  of  these  two  drugs  daily  hypodermically.  and  consumed  be- 
tween 1  and  2  quarts  of  whisky  daily.  I  became  entirely  demented  and 
a  menace  to  those  ahout  me. 

At  this  point,  and  when  I  had  been  entirely  unconscious  for  4.<^  hours, 
my  wife  was  obliged  to  call  for  a  consultation  of  physicians,  and  five 
of  my  fellow  physicians,  four  of  whom  had  been  seeing  me  for  some 
time,  told  her  that  I  could  not  live  more  than  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
that  this  time  must  be  spent  under  the  strictest  restraint.  It  was  ar- 
ranged that  I  should  be  sent  to  the  State  asylum  the  following  day  if 
possible.  At  the  request  of  a  friend  whose  husband  had  been  benefited 
by  Cliristian  Science,  Mrs.  Burton  was  induced  to  allow  a  Christian 
Science  practitioner  to  call  to  see  me.  Again  to  make  a  long  story 
short,  he  came  and  spent  three  hours  with  me.  I  have  no  memory  of 
his  coming  or  of  his  going,  but  he  left  me  asleep,  and  I  woke  on  the 
following  morning  free  from  all  of  these  habits,  normal  in  brain  and 
nerve,  hungrv,  energetic,  clear-headed,  and  happy.  I  knew  the  moment 
that  1  awoke  that  something  had  happened  to  me,  and  that,  whatever 
had  done  it,  I  was  free  from  the  awful  tilings  that  had  bound  me.  But 
I  did  not  know  what  it  was  that  had  done  it  until  I  was  told. 
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That  was  nine  years  ago  the  20th  of  April  of  this  year.  From  that 
moment  I  have  never  felt  the  slightest  appetite  for  any  opiate,  cocaine, 
or  alcohol  in  any  form,  have  never  felt  any  symptom  of  lung  troublej 
and  have  been  mentally  sound  and  clear.  Nor  was  there  a  moment  or 
convalescence.  Mv  bowel  condition  was  normal,  whereas  these  organs 
are  in  such  dreadful  conditions  even  where  a  moderate  quantity  of 
opium  has  been  habitually  taken  that  there  are  weeks  of  keenest  suffer- 
ing attendant  upon  withdrawal  of  the  drug.  Tily  nerves  were  steady 
and  quiet.  I  read  quietlv  and  with  understanding,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  morning,  a  book  vvhich  took  a  great  deal  of  mental  concentration 
to  understand,  the  like  of  which  I  had  not  been  able  to  do  for  months. 
I  drove  my  automobile  half  the  afternoon,  also  a  thing  I  had  not  been 
able  to  do  for  some  time.  I  gained  .SO  pounds  in  weight  the  subsequent 
month,  and  within  10  days  from  this  memorable  morning  I  undertook 
and  carried  to  a  successful  issue  the  most  strenuous  piece  of  work, 
from  both  mental  and  physical  standpoints,  that  I  have  ever  done.  A 
year  from  the  dav  of  this  healing  I  was  asked  to  assist  in  the  surgical 
work  in  the  Emergency  Hospital  at  San  Francisco  following  the  earth- 
quake and  fire  of  1906,  and  for  three  weeks  I  stood  on  r^.Y  feet  and 
operated  for  about  16  hours  a  da.-,'.  This  was  my  last  surgery,  and 
coming  after  a  year  of  study  of  Christian  Science,  decided  me  as  to  my 
future  course. 

I  have  spent  over  nine  years  in  constant  study  of  Christian  Science 
and  seven  years  in  its  practice.  I  was  most  enthusiastic  in  the  practice 
of  surgery  and  was  a  Pharisee  of  the  Pharisees  as  to  its  virtues.  I 
gave  it  up  only  after  being  most  thoroughly  convinced  that  there  was 
something  better.  I  have  learned  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  knowing 
both  sides  of  the  question,  that  Christian  Science  is  a  science',  and  not 
only  that,  but  also  that  it  is  an  advance  step — and  a  long  one — beyond 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  that  time  will  prove  this  to  the  whole  world. 
I  have  seen  many  cases  of  disease  healed  by  it  after  they  had  been 
pronounced  hot^eless  and  dying  by  the  best  physicians.  I  have  seen 
disease  healed  through  it  in  a  few  minutes  where  it  would  have  run 
days  or  weeks,  according  to  medical  prognosis.  And  although  it  is  not 
the  practice  of  Christian  Science  practitioners  to  attempt  the  healing 
of  broken  bones  without  the  aid  of  surgery.  I  have  seen  dislocated  joint 
and  broken  bone  healed  within  a  few  days  without  the  use  of  splint  or 
bandage.    This  only  promises  what  will  be  done  in  the  future. 

As  to  contagious  diseases,  my  experience  teaches  me  that  Christian 
Science  practitioners  and  other  Christian  Scientists  are  more  scrupu- 
lously careful  to  shield  others  from  danger  of  contacion  and  in  obedi- 
ence "to  the  law  than  are  physicians.  This  I  say  without  equivocation 
or  qualification. 

Most  sincerely  yours,  E.  F.  Bueton. 

Mr.  President,  what  must  a  man  who  has  passed  through  such 
an  experience  think  of  hiws,  which  actually  exist  in  some  of  the 
States,  making  the  mnn  wlio  rendered  him  this  great  service  a 
criminal,  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for  saving  his  life 
and  restoring  him  to  a  healthy  body  and  a  sound  mind?  What 
must  he  think  of  the  members  of  his  own  profession  who  on 
that  fateful  night,  with  him  lying  there  unconscious,  gave  up 
his  case  as  hopeless  and  consigned  him  to  an  asylum  as  hope- 
lessly insane  and  sentenced  him  to  an  early  death,  and  who 
would  consign  the  man  who  took  their  place  and  saved  both 
the  life  and  the  reason  of  one  of  their  profession  to  prison  for 
presuming  to  save  the  man  whose  case  they  had  given  up  as  p:ist 
all  help  by  a  means  of  healing  that  they  denounce  as  irregular 
and  unscientific? 

Mr.  President,  this  must  not  be  taken  as  an  unusual  or  ex- 
traordinary case  of  healing  in  Christian  Science.  Relief  came 
quickly  in  this  case.  So  it  has  in  many  other  cases.  But  in 
most  cases  it  comes  more  slov\-ly.  I  could  cite  the  Senate  to 
hundreds  of  cases  of  healing  by  this  means  just  as  remarkable, 
some  even  more  remarkable  than  this  one,  thoroughly  authenti- 
cated and  beyond  dispute.  If  I  had  asked  publicly  for  such  and 
like  experiences,  I  could  furnish  you  authentic  proof  of  thou- 
sands of  cases  of  healing  of  diseases  pronounced  by  medical 
doctors  to  be  incurable.  But  I  could  not  take  up  the  time  of 
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the  Senate  in  reciting  any  great  number  of  cases  however  im- 
port;int  I  regard  this  question.  I  have  asked  for  and  will 
submit  only  a  few  of  them. 

I-Iere  is  another  of  a  like  kind  that  should  challenge  the  at- 
tention of  lawmakers,  social  workers,  aud  humanitarians  the 
world  over : 

,  2111  West  Ttiiktv-pir.st  Street, 

Los  Angeles,  Cel.,  August  27,  lOH. 

Dear  Mn.  'Woeks  :  So  great  a  change  has  heen  bi-ousht  about  in  my 
life  by  Christian  Science  that  I  am  most  desirous  and  anxious  that 
others  may  l<now  of  tlie  experiortce  and  profit  by  it  if  tliey  wish. 

I  was  born  in  Hastings,  Mich.,  in  ISC.j  ;  attended  the  local  schools 
until  1580,  when  I  entered  Olivet  College.  I  hold  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  from  that  institution,  of  which  I  am  at  the  present 
time  a  trustee.  I  was  .".dmitted  to  practice  law  in  1.S80,  and  later 
went  tc  Saginaw  whore  I  associated  myself  with  the  Hon.  Ferdinand 
Brucker,  then  .iudge  of  probate  und  afterward  Member  of  Congress 
from  the  eighth  congressional  district,  now  represented  by  the  Hen. 
Joseph  W.  Fordnet.  I  had  youth,  health,  education,  friends  ;  I  belonged 
to  the  leading  fraternal  organizatioiis  and  was  on  the  highway  to  suc- 
cess, but  I  was  said  to  have  been  born  with  a  hereditary  taint  in  my 
blood,  the  appetite  for  intoxicating  liquor,  and  as  my  law  practice 
grew  larger  my  appetite  for  drink  grew  stronger.  Friends  warned  me, 
but  I  laughed  at  their  fears,  and  told  them  that  drinking  would  never 
overpower  me  ;  that  I  could  take  it  or  leave  it,  just  as  I  wanted  to  do. 
By  sheer  force  of  will  I  held  the  appetite  in  check  for  a  while,  but 
little  by  little  it  crawled  upon  me  until  it  held  me  within  its  grasp. 
Friends  advised,  relatives  reasoned,  and  my  dear  mother  begged  me 
to  take  Christian  Science  treatments  and  free  myself  from  the  bondage  ; 
but  I  laughed  at  her  and  told  her  that  while  Christiau  Science  might 
do  for  nervous  old  ladies,  it  would  hardly  answer  for  a  strong,  rugged 
man  like  myself.  I  struggled  a  little  longer,  and  then  my  associate, 
Jlr.  Brucker,  advised  me  to  take  the  gold  cur°.  I  did  so,  but  its 
effect  was  only  temporary.    Then  I  did  everything  I  could. 

Friends,  relatives,  physicians,  and  fraternal  brothers  did  all  they 
could,  but  it  was  too  late  for  any  human  help.  I  lost  everything — l,\w 
practice,  money,  home,  friends,  mother — all.  I  was  lost.  I  went  away. 
My  relatives  did  not  know  where  I  was  for  years.  They  had  given  me 
up  as  lost.  I  was  a  helpless  slave  to  liquor,  a  hopeless  wanderer  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  a  nameless  derelict  on  the  ocean  of  failure.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  appetite  for  drink,  I  was  suffering  fi-ora  kidney  and  liver 
troubles  and  was  merely  waiting  for  death  to  come  and  end  me  of  my 
misery.  It  was  in  .January,  1001,  that  I  loft  Saginaw.  I  wandered 
away  West,  doing  anything'l  could  find  to  do  to  make  a  living,  working 
■with  my  hands  at  any  work  that  offered.  I  had  given  up  completely. 
One  day  in  October,  1907,  up  in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierras,  I  met  a 
courageous  woman  who  told  me  that  I  could  be  healed  in  Christian 
Science.  She  gave  me  some  of  the  literature  and  loaned  me  the  text- 
book of  Science,  but  I  believed  I  was  too  far  gone  to  be  saved  and 
wandered  on.  After  a  few  more  months  of  suffering  and  misery  I 
found  myseii  in  direst  extremity.  I  was  hopeless,  friendless,  and 
alone.  As  I  stood  there  watching  the  sun  rise  over  the  Sierras  the 
thought  came  to  me,  as  it  did  to  another  prodigal  long  ago,  "  I  will 
arise  and  go  to  my  Father."  I  had  kept  the  page  of  a  Christian  Science 
Journal  with  the  "address  of  a  Los  Angeles  attorney  who  had  been  saved 
from  the  very  bondage  that  then  held  me.  I  determined  to  go  to  this 
man,  tell  him  my  story,  ask  his  aid,  give  Christian  Science  a  fair  trial  ; 
and  if  that  failed,  I  would  then  end  it  all.  I  started  for  Los  Angeles 
immediately,  I  was  at  Monterey  at  the  time.  I  had  no  money,  but  I 
lost  no  time.  I  rode  on  freight  trains,  engines,  blind  baggage  cars, 
farmers'  wagons,  and  walked  when  I  had  to — anyway  to  get  there — but 
I  kept  on  and  on.  One  day  1  arrived  in  Los  Angeles  and  found  the 
man  I  was  looking  for.  *  *  •  He  listened  to  my  story,  took  me 
to  his  heart  in  kindness,  introduced  me  to  a  Christian  Science  practi- 
tioner, and — that  is  all.  I  awoke  from  my  nightmare  and  fo\ind  I  was 
not  a  drunkard  at  all.  This  was  in  March,  1008.  From  that  day  to 
this  I  have  never  had  the  slightest  desire  to  drink  Intoxicating  liquor. 
The  kidney  and  liver  trouble  went  with  the  appetite  for  drink.  I  also 
lost  a  smoking  habit  of  25  years'  standing.  I  was  later  healed  in  less 
than  a  day  of  an  acute  attack  of  diphtheria.  I  was  healed  in  1910  of 
a  chronic  condition  of  sciatic  rheumatism,  to  cure  which  I  had  spent 
many  hundreds  of  dollars  in  materia  medica  without  any  cure  being 
effected.  I  have  had  many  other  healings  I  need  not  mention,  but  1  am 
not  ill  any  more  as  I  used  to  be.  In  these  yeais  I  have  known  Christian 
Science  I  have  learned  to  live  a  clean  and  a  pure  life.  I  now  have  a 
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wife  and  home  and  a  dear  little  baby  17  months  old.  I  am  learntns  to 
be  more  patient,  more  l^ind,  more  considerate  of  others  in  my  daily  life. 
Hatred  and  anger  and  criticism  and  resentment  are  being  driven  out  of 
my  life,  and  in  their  place  is  being  established  love  and  kindness  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind.  Years  ar.o  I  agreed  with  Burns  that  "  Man 
was  made  to  mourn  "  ;  but  now  I  know  that  there  is  no  condition  of 
disease,  misery,  or  sin  so  bad  that  it  can  not  be  wiped  out  forever  by 
the  power  of  Truth.  I  have  learned  that  it  is  normal  for  man  to  be 
happy,  peaceful,  and  prosperous,  and  I  am  happier  to-day  as  I  am  writ- 
ing this  letter  than  1  have  efer  been  in  all  my  life.  Every  statei.ient 
in  this  testimony  is  capable  of  legal  proof.  I  will  furnish  full  list  of 
names,  dates,  and  other  information  to  any  that  may  desire  further  in- 
formation. 

Cordially  yours,  Frederick  Allen. 

Like  Dr.  Burton,  I  did  not  know  Mr.  Allen  until  after  his 
healing.  His  letter  sbows  what  he  was  before  he  contracted  the 
fearful  habit  of  drink  and  the  depths  of  poverty  and  degrada- 
tion to  which  he  was  reduced.  He  is  now  fully  restored  to 
himself,  is  engaged  in  successful  literary  work  in  Los  Angeles, 
has  a  happy  home  and  family,  and  is,  as  he  says,  happier  and 
better  contented  than  he  has  ever  been  in  all  his  life.  His  con- 
dition when  he  applied  for  Christian  Science  help  has  been 
graphically  described  to  me  by  the  friend  upon  whom  he  first 
called  on  coming  to  Los  Angeles.  He  was  unshorn  and  unkempt ; 
his  clothing  was  soiled  and  worn ;  in  stealing  his  way  on  the 
train  he  had  lost  his  hat  and  was  wearing  an  old  discarded 
cap  that  some  one  htid  thrown  away.  In  short,  when  he  stepped 
into  the  ofiice,  seeking  information  that  might  free  him  from 
the  habit  that  had  so  nearly  destroyed  his  life  and  wrecked  his 
future  prospects,  he  was  a  veritable  tran-p.  He  had  no  money 
and  no  prospects.  This  was  the  only  hope  left  to  him,  and  he 
had  sought  it  eagerly  as  his  last  chance.  He  was  taken  to  a 
practitioner,  who  ministered  to  him  without  present  reward  or 
hope  thereof  except  the  inestimable  consolation  of  serving  such 
a  human  derelict  and  making  of  him  a  free  man  and  useful 
citizen.  He  was  healed  as  he  says.  I  know  well  and  intimately 
the  practitioner  who  rendered  this  man  this  great  service.  I 
have  spent  weeks  in  her  home.  She  was  in  her  earlier  woman- 
hood a  trained  nurse  and  knew  the  ways  and  the  practices  of 
the  physician  and  surgeon  by  actual  hospital  service.  Later  her 
husband  was  healed  by  the  same  means  that  this  man  was  re- 
stored. As  a  result  she  became  a  Christian  Science  practitioner. 
She  has  saved  many  unfortunates  afflicted  as  this  man  was  and 
healed  many  of  diseases  of  almost  every  kind.  Her  husband 
holds  a  high  and  important  public  office.  She  has  a  home  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement,  but  she  finds  her  greatest  and  highest  enjoy- 
ment in  her  work.  She  devotes  her  days  and  nights  to  this  benefi- 
cent service  and  is  subject  to  call  at  all  hours.  She  was, 
amongst  many  others,  called  to  minister  to  a  woman  whom  the 
doctors  had  determined  to  be  afflicted  with  an  abdominal  tumor. 
An  operation  was  decided  to  be  immediately  necessary.  The 
woman  had  heard  something  of  Christian  Science.  Her  husband 
had  been  healed  of  a  broken-down  instep.  In  her  great  fear 
of  the  operation  she  called  for  this  practitioner's  help.  She  did 
not  go  to  the  operating  table.  Under  treatment,  the  tumor 
came  away  in  pieces  and  the  woman  was  healed. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  one  more  case  of 
healing  of  the  many  performed  by  this  one  practitioner,  as  she 
has  given  it  to  me  in  a  written  statement : 

A  woman  of  about  45  was  taken  to  a  hospital  and  operated  on  for 
cancer  of  the  breast  and  tissues  of  the  side.  Some  two  weeks  after  the 
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operation  the  patient,  feeling  tlint  her  condition  was  not  satisfactory, 
as  she  was  sufferin'^  and  lipin'^  kopt  constantly  tiudcr  heavy  doses  of 
moi-phine,  asked  to  have  a  Christian  Science  practitioner  attend  her. 

During  the  second  visit  made  liy  the  practitioner  the  attending  surgeon 
arrived  to  dress  the  wound.  He  asked  the  practitioner  to  look  at  the 
wound,  and  then  he  pointed  out  some  places  upon  it  where  the  tissue 
was  breaking  down  and  in  a  bad  condition.  Asking  the  practitioner 
to  go  into  another  room  where  tlie  patient  might  not  hear  what  he 
had  to  say,  he  assured  the  practitioner  that  he  was  very  glad  to  have 
the  help  of  Christian  Science,  as  he  believed  the  religion  would  be  a 
great  help  in  making  her  happy  in  the  last  few  months  of  her  lite.  He 
further  explained  that  he  and  some  well  known  surgeons  had  operatf^d  on 
the  case  two  weeks  previous  to  this  time;  that  they  had  found  it  one 
of  the  worst  and  most  malignant  cases  of  cancer  they  had  ever  seen  ; 
that  the  woman's  system  was  full  of  it ;  that  the  tissues  had  already 
begun  to  break  down  again  with  the  disease;  that  there  was  no  possible 
way  in  which  her  life  could  be  saved  ;  and  that  there  was  nothing  to 
be  "done  but  to  keep  her  under  heavy  doses  of  morpliine  until  such  time 
as  she  would  die,  which  be  insisted  would  probably  be  six  months, 
tinough  there  was  a  slight  possibility  of  her  life  being  prolonged  to  a 
year,  but  under  no  conditions  could  sbe  get  well.  In  less  than  a  week 
after  treatment  in  Christian  Science  the  doctor  reported  great  improve- 
ment in  the  wound.  In  two  weeks  the  patient  was  taken  from  the  hos- 
pital, driving  in  an  open  automobile.  After  a  few  days  at  home  and 
away  from  the  hospital  care  she  refused  to  take  any  more  morphine,  the 
wound  healed  completely,  and  since  that  time,  which  is  two  years  or 
!  more,  she  is  a  perfectly  well  woman. 

'  Mr.  rresiclent,  the  best  and  most  competent  physicians  declare 
th.Tt  the  only  remedy  for  deep-seated  cancer  is  the  surfjeon's 
knife.  They  are  perfectly  sincere  in  this  declaration,  because 
they  know  of  no  better  remedy.  They  know  and  freely  acknowl- 
edge that  this  remedy  is  effective  only  when  the  diseased  parts 
are  conipletely  removed,  which  in  many  cases  is  impossible  to 
the  most  skillful  surgeon.  That  many  lives  have  been  saved  in 
cancer  cases  by  the  knife  no  intelligent  man  would  presume  to 
deny.  But  here  was  a  case  where  the  surgeon  was  helpless  to 
save.  He  was  honest  and  sincere  enough  to  say  so.  lie  was 
not  envious  of  Christian  Science  interference,  as  many  doctors 
are,  but  like  most  of  them  he  believed  that  it  could  do  no  more 
than  afford  religious  consolation  until  death  came  within  a  very 
brief  space. 

Mr.  President.  I  have  spoken  specifically  about  the  work  of 
this  one  practitioner  not  because  her  work  is  more  successful 
or  her  devotion  to  it  greater  than  that  of  hundreds  of  others 
who  are  rendering  like  service,  but  only  because  I  was  more 
familiar  with  her  life  and  her  work. 

I  submit  also  the  very  interesting  and  remarkable  case  of 
healing  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Downey,  wife  of  Harry  S.  Downey,  of 
Shelbyville,  Ind.  Mrs.  Downey  is  a  womnn  of  superior  educa- 
tion, intelligence,  and  refinement.  Her  husband  is  a  prominent 
lawyer  in  Shelbyville.  His  father  was  a  judge  in  that  State 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century — six  years  of  which 
was  as  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State.  His  last 
service  was  as  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  his  term  of  office  ter- 
minating when  he  was  SO  years  of  age.  One  of  his  sons  fol- 
lowed in  his  footsteps  and  was  for  a  number  of  years  judge  of 
the  same  circuit  court,  a  position  which  he  resigned  to  accept 
an  important  ofHce  here  in  Washington,  which  ofBce  he  now 
holds. 

I  have  known  the  family  well  and  intimately  all  my  life  and 
can  assure  the  Senate  of  the  reliability  and  truthfulness  of  Mrs. 
Downey's  statement. 
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She  says : 

ShelbtvillEj  Ind.,  December  11,  lOlit. 

When  .1  cbild  of  11  years,  in  piercing  tlie  enrs,  the  lobe  of  the  ri;;ht 
ear  was  injured,  the  wound  refused  to  heal  and  remained  in  an  irri- 
tated condition  until  we  were  obliged  to  remove  the  earrings.  A  small 
growth  about  the  size  of  a  pea  made  its  appearance  on  the  lobe  of  the 
ear,  but  was  removed  without  serious  trouble  for  the  surgeon  and 
little  discomfort  to  mj'self. 

Two  years  later  I  again  had  the  ears  pierced  ;  the  same  trouble  fol- 
lowed, attended  with  severe  stabbing  pains,  and  the  ear  became  angry 
in  inflammation,  which  was  subdued,  but  the  growth  grew  to  be  as 
large  as  a  medium-sized  hickory  nut,  and  the  pains  increased,  when  It 
was  again  removed.  Then  the  physicians  pronounced  it  a  recurrent 
fibrous  tumor. 

After  six  or  seven  such  operations,  at  Intervals  from  18  months  to 
2  years,  each  time  the  size  increasing,  the  entire  lobe  of  the  ear  was 
deformed  and  fibers  extended  down  and  the  pain  was  almost  unbear- 
able at  times. 

Next  a  burning  process  was  resorted  to,  medicines  given,  and  appli- 
cations used  locally,  but  it  was  only  adding  fuel  to  the  ilames.  After 
14  applications  of  this  burning  process,  in  which  I  suffered  tortures 
only  to  be  compared  to  the  fiery  furnace,  the  tumor  was  lifted  out  and 
was  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  The  entire  lower  part  of  the  ear 
was  gone  and  a  surface  of  diseased  tissue  extended  about  4i  inches 
down  the  neck,  making  it  necessary  to  close  the  wound  by  skin  graft- 
ing, using  0  silver  pins  and  14  stitches,  which  was  a  beautiful  piece  of 
surgical  work.    I  was  in  the  hospital  nearly  three  months. 

Nine  months  later  trouble  commenced  again,  and  I  had  another  ex- 
perience, though  slight  in  comparison  to  the  others. 

Two  years  later  the  growth  appeared  again,  when  it  was  operated 
upon  with  the  knife,  but  almost  at  once  began  spreading  its  fibers  over 
the  face,  the  pain  growing,  spasmodically,  more  and  more  severe. 
When  the  growth  below  the  ear  had  increased  again  to  the  size  of  a 
walnut  and  was  purple  in  color  I  began  to  think  that  death  would  be 
preferable  to  such  suffering.  Again  the  burning  process  was  used, 
chloride  of  calcium,  followed  by  a  powder  and  poulticing  was  kept  up 
with  suffering  untold  for  six  months,  when  it  appeared  to  bo  hraled. 
Many  kinds  of  medical  springs  and  drugs  were  used  in  an  effort  to 
subdue  the  trouble  which  was  on  the  increase  on  the  check,  but  finally 
I  was  compelled  to  again  go  to  tbe  operating  table.  Tbis  time  the 
curgeons  laid  tbe  wound  open  to  tbe  bone  and  fo\ind  that  the  fibers  had 
grown  and  entwined  themselves  back  of  the  eyeball,  and  to  save  de- 
formity of  the  eye  the  skin  was  drawn  up  in  a  puff  under  the  hair. 
The  surgeons  had  again  performed  a  most  skillful  and  delicate  opera- 
tion, and  I  thought  I  was  restored  and  had  a  chance  to  claim  my  birth- 
rlglit  of  freedom  from  pain,  but  the  trouble  came  up  again  on  the  same 
side,  in  the  throat,  and  grew  more  serious,  if  possible,  than  before.  The 
surgeons  then  removed  five  growths  in  the  throat  and  mouth.  The 
irritation  had  become  so  severe,  the  throat  so  inflamed,  and  tbe  tonsils 
so  diseased  that  the  surgeons  thought  best  to  remove  the  tonsils,  which 
was  done,  and  tbere  were  found  two  growths  back  of  them,  and  in  the 
process  of  removing  them  two  severe  hemorrhages  followed,  and  the 
situation  was  most  serious.  After  my  seeming  recovery  and  sojourn 
in  Denver  for  five  months,  the  physician's  advice  to  me  was  to  never 
again  have  any  cutting  done  in  the  throat,  and  if  he  had  known  how 
much  had  been  done  he  would  not  have  operated  ;  that  I  was  now  all 
right,  but  to  avoid  a  repetition. 

I  came  home  in  November,  and  in  December  I  found,  after  a  case  of 
pneumonia,  that  the  throat  and  lungs  were  in  diseased  conditions,  two 
growths  almost  as  large  as  peas,  causing  constant  cougbing,  and  the 
roof  of  the  mouth  was  in  a  badly  ulcerated  condition,  with  my  voice 
and  entire  body  in  an  exhausted  condition,  and  one  lung  very  imper- 
fect. For  the  first  time  in  my  many  years  of  suffering  1  grew  rebellious 
and  discouraged,  but  finally  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  relatives 
and  friends  and  consented  to  go  South  again,  but  I  felt  that  it  would 
be  a  fruitless  trip.  Tbe  physician  and  my  family  felt  that  it  was  my 
only  hope  to  regain  health  in  a  warmer  climate,  if  life  was  to  be  spared 
to  prepare  for  another  surgical  operation,  so  we  again  turned  our  faces 
toward  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

After  being  there  five  weeks,  instead  of  improving  I  grew  worse, 
coughing  and  expectorating  such  poison  that  each  day  I  would  tliink 
I  could  not  endure  another.  Then  developed  a  case  of  acute  kidney 
trouble,  and,  to  add  to  tlie  suftering,  a  pus  formation  appeared  over 
the  left  lung.  I  then  realized  that  tbe  only  material  hope  was  in  an- 
other surgical  operation.  By  this  time  my  courage  had  failed  and  I 
T5560— 14369 


80 


felt  that  death  would  prove  a  friend  rather  than  an  enemy ;  bnt  God's 
ways  are  higher  tlian  man's  ways,  so  that,  in  my  extremity  and  In  my 
desire  to  live  until  my  husband  could  reacb  me  and  to  escape  the 
operating  table  (selfish  motives,  I  grant),  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  friends  who  realized  the  situation  better  than  I  did,  I  turned  to 
Christian  Science.  The  saying  that  it  Is  a  dangerous  thing  to  be 
ignorant  of  your  own  ignorance  reflected  my  attitude  at  that  time,  for 
such  was  my  condition.  I  thought  I  know  God,  but  I  found  that  I  did 
not  know  and  understand  His  power.  His  willingness,  and  His  might  ; 
but  in  that  dark  hour  I  was  left  alone  with  Him  to  guide  and  protect, 
and  I  found  that  His  love  did  not  fail  me.  All  drugs  were  discarded 
and,  not  without  some  doubts,  I  turned  to  a  Christian  Science  practi- 
tioner for  help  ;  nor  was  I  disappointed.  The  kidney  trouble  was  met 
in  three  days ;  breathing  was  improved  so  tliat  I  could  lie  down  in 
bed  ;  the  coughing  grew  less  day  by  day,  and  I  have  never  had  a  hem- 
orrhage since  ;  the  roof  of  the  mouth  healed,  and  the  pus  formation 
disappeared  at  the  place  where  the  suigeons  had  blistered  to  nerve 
exposure  and  drained  off  the  pus.  li'our  months  later  the  tumors  came 
off,  one  after  the  other,  tiUed  with  tibers  and  pus,  but  with  scarcely 
any  flow  of  blood.  From  a  weight  of  110  pounds  I  have  increased  to 
156. 

The  first  Christian  Science  treatment  was  in  January,  1905,  almost 
10  years  ago.  I  have  had  little  or  no  trouble  in  the  old  scars  that 
formerly  gave  so  much  trouble  in  damp  or  hot  weather  or  when  over- 
heated ;  indeed,  all  is  fast  fading  from  siglit  or  consciousness  except 
the  deformity  resulting  from  the  cutting,  but  no  longer  are  thoy  red 
and  angry  looking,  but  are  gradually  fading  away,  and  the  past  nine 
years  have  been  most  blessed  ones.  As  1  look  back  and  recall  the  fact 
that  six  of  these  medical  men  who  rendered  me  the  most  faithful  serv- 
ice of  which  they  were  capable  have  passed  on,  I  can  not  refrain  from 
expressing  my  gratitude  for  their  faithful,  loyal  services,  but  my  heart 
overflows  with  gratitude  to  God  for  what  this  truth.  Christian  Science, 
has  revealed  to  me,  lifting  me  out  of  suffering  untold,  which  one  would 
scarcely  believe  unless  witnessing  and  in  the  presence  of  which  more 
than  one  brave  heart  has  grown  faint. 

I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  to  stand  where  I  do,  with  absolute 
belief  in  the  power  of  truth  as  learned  from  the  Bible  and  Science  and 
Health,  with  an  honest  effort  daily  to  let  my  feeble  light  shine  as  a 
true  Christian  Scientist,  for  I  have  had  all  proof  of  its  healing  power 
and  its  spiritual  uplift. 

All  of  this  is  absolute  truth. 

Emzabkth  Harshman  Downey 
(Mrs.  Harry  S.  Downey). 

Mr.  President,  many  lives  are  sacrificed  and  otlaers  ruined 
by  tlie  habitual  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  and  deadly  habit- 
forming  drugs.  For  these  unfortunates  the  medical  doctor  can 
afford  no  relief  and  the  surgeon's  knife  is  unavailing.  It  is 
here  that  Christian  Science  has  shown  its  eliiciency  in  a  marlced 
degree.  It  has  saved  hundreds  of  lives  and  made  hai)py  many 
de.solated  homes.  I  have  already  given  one  case  of  healing  from 
the  drinli  habit  and  another  from  morphine  and  cocaine.  Here 
is  another  striking  case  of  such  healing: 

Adgdst  29,  1914. 
My  Dear  Senator  Works  :  In  response  to  your  request  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  testify  to  the  immeasurable  benefits  I  have  enjoyed  as  a 
result  of  the  study  and  application   cf  the  teachings  of  Christian 
Science. 

Since  a  child  I  had  been  accustomed  to  associating  with  those  who 
indulged  in  liquor  in  a  social  way,  and,  quite  naturally,  was  one  with 
them.  After  reaching  young  manhood  the  habit  grew,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  I  often  reached  home  in  varying  stages  of  intoxicatinn. 
This  continued  with  increasing  frequency  until  it  was  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  for  me  to  leave  my  companions  and  gj  liome 
before  midnight  or  until  I  had  become  so  helpless  that  I  had  to  be 
cared  for. 

For  many  years  during  this  time  I  held  a  responsible  position  with 
one  of  the  largest  financial  institutions  in  the  West.  My  employers 
realized  somewhat  the  condition  into  which  I  had  fallen,  but  through 
consideration  for  my  family  and  appreciation  of  my  clerical  ability 
I  was  allowed  to  remain  with  them.  Finally  my  appearance  and 
habits  had  reached  a  stage  where  they  were  reflecting  discredit  upon 
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the  institution  for  retaining  me  and  I  was  asked  to  leave.  Twice 
this  request  was  made,  and  on  each  occasion  I  begged  for  anotlier 
chance,  but  it  only  meant  a  chance  to  earn  more  money  to  spend  tor 
drink.  I  had  tocfeited  nearly  everything  a  man  holds  dear — home, 
friends,  reputation,  credit,  and  the  confidence  of  my  employers.  1  bad 
not  lost  all,  for  a  faithful,  loving  wife  stood  nobly  by  me  through  those 
dark  days.  In  hei;  desperation  over  our  unhappy  home  she  suffered  a 
severe  attack  of  nervous  prostration.  In  this  condition  and  after  our 
family  physician  had  done  all  he  could  and  failed  she  turned  to 
Christian  Science  and  experienced  such  relief  that  it  gave  her  renew^  J 
hope  for  me. 

Each  morning  as  I  left  the  house  it  was  with  the  firm  determination 
to  retuin  home  immediately  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work,  but  this 
resolve  was  shattered  as  often  as  it  was  made.  Will  power  in  my  case 
availed  nothing.  M.Ttters  went  on  from  bad  to  worse.  My  life  was  a 
veritable  hell.  The  future  was  a  blank  and  my  few  sober  moments  were 
filled  with  remorse  over  my  wasted  life. 

At  this  point,  in  response  to  the  solicitation  of  my  wife,  I  agreed  to 
attend  a  Wednesday  evening  testimonial  meeting.  I  wms  not  only  late 
In  reaching  the  church  but  was  far  from  sober.  My  wife  and  a  friend 
were  waiting  for  me,  and  this  friend  asked  if  I  wanted  to  be  helped  out 
of  the  condition  against  which  I  had  struggled  so  long.  My  response 
was  in  the  affirmative,  and  while  I  promised  to  call  on  him  the  next 
day  it  was  the  following  Sunday  before  I  felt  the  desire  to  go  to  him 
and  talk  matters  over.  Tbe  three  intervening  days  have  always  been 
more  or  less  of  a  blank,  foi  during  that  time  I  indulged  in  the  \.  ildest 
dissipation  of  the  years  I  had  drank.  I  questioned  the  propriety  of  this 
friend's  receiving  me  on  Sunday,  but  a  kind  invitation  came  for  me  to 
come  to  his  home,  where  I  was  lovingly  received,  and,  after  talking 
with  me  gently  and  I  asked  for  help,  he  gave  me  a  treatment,  and  from 
that  moment  to  this  d'ly  I  have  not  taken  a  drink  of  liquor  nor  have  I 
had  the  slightest  desire  to  do  so. 

Following  the  destruction  of  this  false  appetite,  the  tobacco  habit 
left  me,  the  use  of  profanity  was  eliminated,  many  physical  ills  have 
been  met  and  conquered,  and,  in  short,  a  complete  mental,  moral,  and 
physical  regeneration  has  taken  place  in  my  life. 

Sincerely  yours,  Chas.  E.  Jaetis. 

I  know  Mr.  Jarvis  well.  He  is  a  man  of  superior  qualifica- 
tions and  ability,  and  in  every  way  trustworthy  and  reliable. 
Like  so  many  others  who  have  benefited  by  its  ministrations,  he 
has  become  an  earnest  and  effective  worker  in  Christian  Science. 

I  submit  now  a  testimonial  of  healing  of  double  curvature  of 
the  spine,  uniformly  agreed,  I  believe,  by  medical  practitioners 
and  surgeons,  to  be  incurable,  and  other  serious  troubles.  Mrs. 
Kleinberger  is  l^nown  to  me  to  be  a  woman  of  high  character  and 
entirely  worthy  of  belief.  This  healing  is  one  well  known  about 
by  many  people  in  Los  Angeles  and  is  thoroughly  authenticated. 
Knowing  of  it,  I  requested  that  the  statement  be  furnished  me 
for  my  use.    She  says  : 

In  the  year  1908  I  took  my  first  Christian  Science  treatment,  the 
principal  d^^sire  being  that  I  receive  relief  from  the  disease  commonly 
known  as  gallstones,  stomach  and  intestinal  troubles,  and  paralysis  of 
the  bowels.    I  was  instantly  helped  and  quickly  healed  of  these  diseases. 

When  I  was  3  years  old  it  was  discovered  that  I  had  spinal  trouble  ; 
as  time  went  on  many  physicians  agreed  that  I  would  continue  all  my 
life  to  suffer  from  double  curvature  of  the  spine.  Because  of  this 
trouble  I  was  inactive  and  a  burden  to  myself  and  those  about  me. 

While  treating  for  the  diseases  mentioned  above  I  noticed  a  great 
relief  from  the  pain  in  the  back,  and  gradually,  with  treatment  and 
study,  the  spine  grew  straight  and  strong,  allowing  me  to  gain  flesh 
and  become  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Accompanying  the  physical  change  came  an  understanding  of  the  true 
relationship  of  God  and  man,  and  as  a  result  of  this  understanding  a 
happier  outlook  upon  life  and  a  greater  patience  and  love  for  mankind. 

For  this  change  in  disposition  I  am  indeed  grateful. 

Gladys  Kleinbeuger, 
No.  2303  West  Twenty-second  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Craig,  whom  I  have  known  for  a  number  of  years, 
Is  a  woman  of  unusual  ability,  education,  and  refinement.  Her 
husband  died  leaving  a  wholesale  grocery  business  to  be  cared 
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for  by  some  one.  She  took  charge  of  nnd  hns  managed  it  for 
several  years,  and  made  it  one  of  the  largest,  best-managed,  and 
prosperous  wholesale  establishments  in  Los  Angeles.  Besides, 
she  is  a  public-spirited  woman  and  takes  a  deep  and  intelligent 
interest  in  public  affairs.  She  is  now  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  of  the  city.  She  was  healed  in  Christian  Science 
of  tumor  that  threatened  her  life,  and  asthma,  from  whicli 
dreadful  disease  she  had  suffered  from  her  childhood.  At  my 
request  she  has  furnished  me  a  statement  of  her  experience. 
She  says : 

From  early  dindhood  I  suffered  greatly  from  asthma,  with  ail  its 
.Tttondiint  complications,  such  as  bronchitis,  pleurisy,  pneumonia, 
tonsillitis,  and  quinsy.  At  one  time,  when  in  a  very  congested  condition, 
a  reputable  physician  pronounced  my  case  tubercular,  and  strongly  ad- 
vised an  immediate  change  to  a  warmer  climate.  My  parents  "were 
broken  hearted  at  this  decision,  and  were  seized  with  fear  for  my 
future.  I  was  not  allowed  to  ro  out  at  night,  and  was  dressed  in  flan- 
nels from  head  to  foot,  constantly  in  dread  of  taliing  cold,  to  which  I 
was  most  susceptible. 

I  was  told  by  a  number  of  physicians  that  there  was  no  cure  for 
asthma,  and  that  I  would  he  obliged  to  endure  it.  I  was  so  resigned 
to  this  verdict  that  I  did  not  at  first  accept  Christian  Science  for 
asthmatic  trouble,  but  for  another  affection,  which  developed  about  12 
years  ago.  This  was  pronounced  by  physicians  to  be  a  tumor,  and 
threatened  a  quick  termination  of  my  life.  At  this  time  I  asked  for 
and  received  Christian  Science  treatment,  and  was  soon  relieved  and 
healed.  From  the  first  treatment  I  began  to  make  a  consecrated  study 
of  Mrs.  Eddy's  works  on  Christian  Science.  I  found  through  tliis  heal- 
ing that  I  was  also  much  relieved  from  asthma,  but  about  a  year  later 
I  suffered  a  very  acute  attack.  A  few  treatments  in  Christian  Science 
quickly  relieved  me.  This  was  the  last  of  this  trouble,  which  had  been 
so  persistent  and  painful  through  many  years.  Christian  Science  is 
my  daily  study,  the  source  of  my  happiness  and  peace  of  mind. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  CR.VIG. 

I  also  submit  the  statement  by  Mrs.  Josephine  A.  Hebbard  of 
her  healing  of  the  drug  habit.  I  know  Mrs.  Hebbard  well. 
She  is  a  woman  of  higli  character  and  strict  integrity,  who  is 
now  devoting  her  time  and  her  efforts  to  the  healing  of  others 
bv  the  means  that  saved  her  from  a  lingering  and  horrible 
death : 

Most  gratefully  do  I  testify  to  the  healing  efficacy  of  Christian  Sci- 
ence. I  came  to  Christian  Science  to  he  healed  of  the  morphine  habit, 
having  become  addicted  to  the  use  of  that  drug  through  a  most  severe 
form  of  ueuralgia  which  had  been  superinduced  by  albuminuria.  At  the 
time  I  was  also  takin.g  strychnia,  digitalis,  quinine,  and  nitroglycerin. 
I  mention  these  stimulants  because  it  was  considered  impossible  to 
drop  the  use  of  these  drugs  without  severe  reaction,  causing  heart  fail- 
ure ;  but  with  Christian  Science  help  I  was  able  to  give  up  all,  includ- 
ing morphine.  I  weighed  97  pounds  and  was  a  physical  and  mental 
wreck,  and  turned  to  Christian  Science  only  as  a  last  resort  for  and  In 
overcoming  this  terrible  habit. 

After  receiving  one  treatment  all  desire  for  morphine  left  me  and  I 
gained  rapidiv  in  strength  and  health.  During  28  days  after  taking 
my  first  treatment  I  gained  28  pounds,  and  in  less  than  three  months 
I  had  gained  4^  pounds. 

I  was  also  cured  of  kidney  trouble,  nervous  prostration,  and  neu- 
ralgia. I  did  not  suffer  from  the  results  which  always  follow  the  use 
of  this  drug. 

I  am  a  strong,  healthy  woman,  re.ioicing  in  the  freedom  Christian 
Science  has  given  me.  I  had  been  a  trained  nurse  before  my  marriage, 
and  had  helped  to  care  for  patients  who  had  heen  afflicted  with  the 
morphine  haliit,  and  I  can  not  but  compare  the  wide  difference  in  treat- 
ment and  results  when  undertaken  in  materia  medica.  In  materia 
medica  the  gradual  diminishing  of  the  drug,  a  substitution,  and  pro- 
longed suffering,  with  no  encouraging  results,  and  sometimes  failure, 
is  pitiful  to  recall.  And  if  the  drug  is  given  up  the  intense  craving  and 
after  results  leave  one  in  a  wretched  state  physically.  This  contrast 
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has  impressed  me  deeply  when  I  think  of  the  peace,  hope,  and  encourage- 
ment and  instantaneous  relief  which  Christian  Science  brings  to  one. 

Mrs.  JO.SEI'HI.NE  A.  Hebbaud, 
509  Story  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cat. 

Mrs.  Hebbard  is  now  a  strong,  vigorous,  and  liealtby  woman. 

I  submit  for  the  considei'atiou  of  the  Senate  a  further  state- 
ment from  Mrs.  Mattie  De  L.  Mac-ready,  whom  I  have  also 
linown  for  a  number  of  years.  She,  too,  is  entitled  to  entire 
confidence.  Her  statement  of  her  experience  in  Christian 
Science  speal^s  for  itself  in  simple  and  eloquent  language: 

When  Christian  Science  was  suggested  to  me  as  a  remedy  for  my 
ills,  even  though  I  linew  nothing  of  it  as  a  means  of  healing,  I  con- 
sented to  try  it,  for  I  was  in  a  thoroughly  unhappy  and  discouraged 
state. 

Many  of  the  best  physicians  in  the  East  and  in  this  city  had  been 
employed  by  my  family  in  an  endeavor  to  find  relief  for  me,  but  I  was 
pronounced  incurable,  having  organic  heart  disease  and  rheumatic 
gout,  the  latter  disease  causing  me  much  suffering  for  29  years  pre- 
vious to  my  turning  to  Christian  Science  for  help. 

As  a  child  I  was  very  frail,  and  I  can  not  ever  recollect  feeling  well 
or  not  being  under  treatment  of  some  sort.  In  fact  everything  possible 
seemed  to  have  been  tried  to  lift  from  me  the  sentence  that  I  was 
incurable. 

It  is  now  nearly  nine  years  since  I  was  healed  of  these  diseases  and 
other  distressing  conditions,  and  since  the  first  treatment  I  have  used 
CO  material  means  whatever,  for  Christian  Science  alone  has  been 
relied  upon  at  all  times. 

I  am  most  -grateful  to  the  many  physicians  who  were  doing  fheir 
best  for  rre.  but  because  of  my  experience  with  Christian  Science  I 
conscientiously  believe  that  it  heals  where  every  other  remedy  Itnown  to 
humanity  has  failed. 

Mrs.  Mattie  Db  L.  Macreadt. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  September  1,  lOlJ/. 

I  furnish  you  also,  for  your  candid  and  fair  consideration,  the 
statement  of  another  good  woman,  an  acquaintance  of  mine, 
Mrs.  Edna  A.  Bauer,  which  tells  its  own  story  of  health  and 
peace  of  mind,  the  result  of  the  same  treatment : 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  September  9,  lOH. 

About  the  year  1897  I  was  operated  on  by  our  family  physician  for 
what  he  called  cancerous  growth,  and  after  the  first  operation  the 
doctor  said  the  cancerous  condition  had  eaten  the  stitches  all  out, 
so  that  he  was  forced  to  operate  again  with  practically  no  favor- 
able results,  since  my  condition  became  almost  unbearable,  and  until 
1901  I  suffered  on,  confined  to  my  bod  a  great  deal  of  the  time. 
I  was  fast  becoming  a  chronic  invalid,  and  after  exhausting  all  mate- 
rial means  for  relief  I  turned  only  as  a  last  resort  to  Christian  Science, 
as  it  promised  me  relief.  I  started  the  treatment  and  in  a  short  time 
I  was  completely  healed  of  this  trouble,  so  that  I  became  well,  strong, 
and  useful. 

My  iaealing  in  Christian  Science  took  place  in  1901  and  I  have  never 
had  the  slightest  return  of  this  trouble  since.  I  am  still  in  perfect 
health,  and  I  know  I  owe  my  all — of  health,  peace  of  mind,  success,  and 
happiness — to  Christian  Science  absolutely. 

I  would  be  glad  to  furnish  any  further  information  regarding  my 
healing.  I  have  two  sisters  living  in  Los  Angeles  who  witnessed  the 
operations  and  heard  the  doctor's  statements.  My  husband  can  also 
verify  my  statements,  as  he  was  there  also.  We  had  three  doctors  and 
a  trained  nurse. 

Most  sincerely  yours,  Edna  X.  Bauer, 

JiSy  Savoy  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

I  have  another  statement  of  healing  from  F.  D.  Holman.  I 
do  not  know  him  personally  but  know  of  him,  and  he  is  highly 
recommended  to  me  as  entirely  worthy  of  confidence.  He  is  a 
dentist  now  practicing  his  profession  in  Los  Angeles : 

Los  Angeles,  September  12,  lOlJ/. 
It  is  with  pleaure  I  testify  to  the  efficacy  of  Christian  Science,  for 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  had  it  not  been  for  Christian  Science  treat- 
ment I  would  not  be  here  to-day. 
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Several  promtnent  physicians  of  Los  Angeles  diagnosed  my  case  as 
chronic  ulceration  of  tlie  stomacb,  that  there  was  a  stoppage  in  the 
passage  known  as  the  duodenum,  and  that  unless  an  operation  was 
performed  at  once  there  was  sli.slit  chance  of  savin.^  my  life.  Through 
the  worU  of  Christian  Science  this  operation  proved  unnecessary,  and 
in  three  months'  time  I  gained  50  pounds  in  weight  and  am  now  in 
perfect  healtli. 

From  a  materia  medica  point  of  view,  I  had  "  just  one  chance  In  a 
hundred,"  to  use  the  doctors'  own  words,  and  an  operation  seemed 
inevitahle. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  for  this  wonderful  healing,  and  am  always 
pleased  to  so  express  myself,  trusting  it  may  help  others. 
EespectfuUy, 

F.  D.  HOLMAX. 

I  present  nlso  for  your  consideration  the  case  of  Hnrry  C. 
Carr.  I  have  known  Mv.  Carr  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  the 
assistant  managing  editor  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  one  of  the 
great  newspapers  of  tlie  country,  and  a  capable  and  successful 
newspaper  and  magazine  writer.  I  saw  him  when  he  returned 
to  Los  Angeles  from  Washington,  as  mentioned  in  his  letter  to 
me.  He  was  in  a  deplorable  condition.  I  saw  him  frequently 
after  that  time  and  Icnew  of  his  tribulations  and  his  gradual 
improvement  under  Christian  Science  treatment.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  under  medical  treatment  he  would  have  died  long 
before  this.  As  it  is,  he  is  a  strong,  healthy,  useful  man,  in  the 
full  vigor  of  young  manhood.  His  own  account  of  his  experi- 
ences will  speak  for  itself: 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  September  10,  JOli. 

Mt  Dear  Senator  :  Ton  can  well  imagine  the  pleasure  that  it  gives 
me  to  comply  witli  your  request  for  the  facts  ahout  my  healing. 

The  year  tlat  Taft  was  nominated  as  President  I  attended  both  na- 
tional conventions,  and  ll^e  following  December  I  was  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, to  remain  there  until  the  following  March  to  witness  the  inaugu- 
ration. Since  the  previous  August  I  had  been  afflicted  with  a  nervous 
twitcliing  of  my  head  and  neck  so  dreadful  that  it  almost  amounted  to 
St.  Vitus's  dance.  While  in  Washington  one  of  my  friends  sent  me  to 
Dr.  Fowler — I  don't  remember  his  fu'st  name.  lie  told  me  I  liad  tuber- 
culosis of  the  left  kidney.  lie  said  I  must  have  the  kidney  cut  out 
within  ?>0  days.  I  left  at  once  for  home,  losing  15  pounds  during  the 
short  trip.  On  the  train  I  thoug'it  it  all  over  and  decided  to  try 
Christian  Science  instead  of  an  operation.  I  went  to  see  a  practitioner, 
arriving  at  his  office  in  a  condition  bordering  on  hysteria.  He  gave  me 
several  treatments,  whie'i  corrected  my  nervous  twitching,  and  I 
thought  the  trouble  had  passed.  Suddenly,  the  following  April  or  May, 
I  had  a  severe  hemorrhage  from  the  kidneys.  Dr.  Claire  Murphy  was 
called  in.  He  had  a  chemical  examination  made  of  the  urine  by  the 
city  chemist.  The  verdict  was  that  1  had  a  tubercular  kidney.  Dr. 
JIurphy's  associate,  Dr.  R.  V.  Day,  told  me  that  I  ought  to  have  an 
immediate  operation.  I  decided  to  stick  to  Christian  Science.  The  real 
battle  then  began.  I  had  terrible  night  sweats  nearly  every  night,  a 
fever  every  afternoon,  and  became  very  weak.  For  months  afterwards 
I  passed  a  little  blood  every  time  I  went  to  the  toilet.  Some  time  after 
that — during  th.e  summer  that  followed — I  l;ad  a  rash  that  broke  out 
all  over  the  upper  part  of  my  body.  My  face  and  shoulders  were 
covered  with  a  scarlet  cape.  My  right  hand  and  for"arm  were  so  cov- 
ered with  blisters  you  could  not  have  placed  the  point  of  a  pin  upon 
unaffected  skin  This  continued  for  two  or  three  days,  then  passed 
away  as  suddenly  as  thougli  erased  from  a  blackboard.  My  symptoms 
did  not  iramediatelv  cease,  and  I  went  on  having  treatment  from  two 
practitioners  for  some  months.  The  tide  had  turned,  however.  Finally, 
all  s.vmptoms  absolutely  passed  away.  1  am  now  blessed  with  perfect 
health.    My  weight  has  increased  from  135  pounds  to  1C5. 

During  the  latter  part  of  my  treatments  Dr.  Charles  McCleery,  an 
optician,  in  fitting  mc  with  glasses,  told  me  that  I  had  a  cataract 
coming  on  one  of  my  eyes.  I  took  one  treatment  (Christian  Science) 
and  tlien  visited  Dr.  II.  Eurt  Ellis.  He  made  a  careful  examination  of 
the  eye  and  said  it  was  not  affected  in  any  way. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  before  taking  my  treatments  I  was  almost  a 
neurasthenic,  and  that  my  famil.v  bad  anytliing  but  a  happy  existence. 
Christian  Science  seemed  to  take  the  tensity  out  of  my  work  and  lias 
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changed  onr  family  conditions.  Incidentally,  the  twitching  of  my  neck 
has  Ion?  since  cone. 

Yours  very  truly,  Harry  C.  Care. 

Dr.  Fowler  practices  his  profession  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
I  understand  he  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  an  able  and 
sliillful  physician  and  surgeon.  His  diagnosis  of  Mr.  Carr's 
case  as  one  of  tuberculosis  of  the  liidueys  was  confirmed  by 
Dr.  Murphy,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  was  no  doubt  correct.  They 
agreed  that  the  only  remedy  was  an  operation,  removing  one 
of  the  kidneys.  It  was  as  to  the  best  means  of  healing  that 
they  were  mistaken. 

Healings  from  accidents,  even  in  cases  of  broken  bones,  have 
often  occurred  in  Christian  Science,  although  it  is  customary 
with  Scientists  to  have  tlie  bone  set  by  a  surgeon  while  the 
Science  practitioner  protects  the  patient  from  pain,  infection, 
and  other  complications.  I  give  here  one  case  of  this  kind  of 
healing  where  the  surgeon  was  called  as  usual,  but  failed  to 
accomplish  v\'hat  he  desired,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a 
practitioner,  with  other  help,  saved  her  son  from  the  life  of  a 
cripple.  I  have  known  the  mother  for  a  long  time  and  vouch 
for  her  sincerity  and  reliability : 

Los  AxGELES,  Cal.,  Scptemljcr  IG,  19H. 

Dear  Sir  :  Two  years  ago  last  l^'ebruary  my  son,  then  20  years  of  age, 
met  with  a  dreadful  accident  and  received  a  compound  fracture  of  his 
left  leg.  The  little  bone  was  badly  broken,  and  the  large  bone  was 
broken  in  such  a  way  that  a  piece  of  it  had  to  be  taken  out  before 
attempting  to  set  it,  and  the  physician  we  employed  said  he  would 
have  to  put  a  silver  plate  on  the  bone  to  hold  it  together,  as  he  could 
not  set  it  in  any  other  way,  and  in  order  to  do  this  he  had  to  notch 
the  bone,  which  he  said  would  make  the  limb  shorter,  even  if  it  healed. 
He  put  on  the  plate,  but  the  bone  cracked  on  both  sides  where  the 
piate  was  attached,  and  the  plate  had  to  be  taken  out,  and  two  pieces 
of  t)one,  one  on  each  side  where  the  plate  had  been  screwed  on,  came 
out  of  the  wound,  and  when  the  doctor  took  out  the  piece  of  notched 
bone  ho  said,  "As  far  as  I  am  concerned  that  notched  bone  is  the  only 
thing  that  could  save  the  leg  and  that  is  out."  He  also  said  the  leg 
was  full  of  infection  and  gave  me  very  little  hope.  I  am  a  Christian 
Science  practitioner ;  I  had  been  for  several  years ;  and  of  course  I 
used  all  my  understanding  of  Christian  Science  to  save  my  boy,  as  I 
had  been  healed  myself  when  there  as  nothing  else  left  to  try.  When 
we  took  an  X-ray  picture  of  the  bone  we  found  to  our  great  joy  new 
bone  formed  where  the  notched  bone  had  been  pushed  out,  and  of 
course  this  made  the  leg  the  proper  length,  dropping  it  down  in  its 
natural  place,  so  that  my  boy  walks  as  good  as  he  did  before  the 
accident,  without  a  limp.  The  small  bone  was  not  set,  but  it  adjusted 
itself.    He  is  22  years  eld  now  and  he  has  perfect  use  of  his  leg. 

One  can  imagine  what  a  frightful  wound  he  had  in  his  leg  from 
this  terrible  operation  that  was  almost  as  serious  as  the  broken  bones, 
but  that  also  was  healed.  I  worked  day  and  night  on  this  case  and 
employed  another  Christian  Science  practitioner  to  help  me  for  some- 
thing over  a  week  while  the  hoy  was  in  the  hospital.  He  is  my  only 
child,  and  it  meant  much  to  me  to  have  him  restored  to  me  and  not  be  a 
cripple. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  physician  for  all  his  efforts  to  help  us,  even  if 
it  did  fail.  He  told  me  to  give  him  no  credit  for  the  healing,  but  I  give 
him  all  the  credit  due  him  for  doing  all  he  could  to  help  us  ;  but  it  was 
certainly  Christian  Science  that  restored  my  boy's  limb,  and  I  really 
think  the  doctor  is  as  grateful  for  it  as  I  am.  I  don't  see  how  he  could 
help  but  be.  Many  people  here  know  of  this  healing,  and  I  have  the 
X-ray  pictures  in  my  possession  and  should  he  glad  to  show  them  to 
anyone  who  would  like  to  see  them.  They  were  taken  here  ia  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. 

This  is  one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  Christian  Science  healing  we 
have  ever  seen.  I  send  this  testimonial  with  the  one  thought  of 
benefiting  suffering  humanity. 

Edxa  a.  Bauer, 
420  Herman  TV,  Hellman  Building,  Los  Angeles. 
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Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  September  16,  lOlk. 
I  have  read  this  testimonial  and  so.  being  the  one  who  had  the  acci- 
dent, can  verify  tlip  healing  herein  mentioned.    I  am  ready  to  give  any 
information  on  this  healing  that  may  be  called  for. 
Yours  truly, 

Edward  M.  Geant. 
I  submit  another  testimonial  of  healing  of  tuberculosis  and 
of  diseases  of  the  spine  which  is  vouched  for  as  reliable  and 
trustworthy : 

j\Iay  1."),  1011,  I  entered  .Tn  orthopedic  sanitarium  in  this  city.  In 
doing  this  I  was  following  the  advice  of  our  family  physician.  I  had 
been  ill  for  three  years  and  had  had  various  treatments  under  different 
physicians.  I  was  an  intense  sufferer  from  spinal  trouble  and  was 
practically  an  invalid,  being  on  the  bed  most  of  the  time  and  unable  to 
do  my  work. 

The  family  physician  said  there  was  no  help  unless  it  was  to  be  found 
in  this  sanitarium  ;  that  the  spine  was  tubercular,  the  cushions  between 
the  vertebrae  diseased  and  in  some  instances  practically  gone,  and  that 
the  spine  had  an  anklcosed  double  curvature.  This  was  also  the  diag- 
nosis given  by  the  physician  in  charge  of  the  sanitarium. 

The  treatments  in  this  institution  were  given  by  the  head  nurse 
because  of  my  serious  condition  and  consisted  of  massage,  light,  and 
traction.  A  certain  part  of  each  day  was  spent  in  a  jury.  I  wore  a 
heavy  canvas  brace,  reinforced  with  ei-Tht  1-inch  steels  across  the  back, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  new  one  made  about  every  six  weeks. 

I  improved  slowly  under  this  treatment  and  at  the  end  of  19  months 
was  dismissed  as  well.  I  still  wore  the  brace,  but  was  told  that  I  could 
take  it  off  when  I  chuse. 

About  three  months  before  leaving  the  sanitarium  I  became  inter- 
ested in  Christian  Science  from  a  scientific  standpoint  and  did  a  great 
deal  of  studying.  I  thought  that  should  the  days  come  that  I  did  not 
feel  so  well  I  might  be  able  to  lean  on  Christian  Science  for  help. 

I  left  the  sanitai-ium  in  .January,  lOliJ,  and  in  about  six  weeks  it 
became  necessary  to  either  leave  off  the  brace  or  get  a  new  one.  After 
a  day's  trial  I  found  the  pain  too  intense  to  be  without  it,  but  raiher 
than  go  back  and  get  a  new  one  I  decided  to  apply  wliat  little  I  knew 
of  Christian  Science.  The  greater  part  of  the  next  four  days  was  spent 
in  bed,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  I  was  able  to  do  without  it.  I 
am  absolutely  sure  that  I  could  not  have  done  this  without  the  help 
of  Christian  Science. 

However,  in  April  of  the  same  year  I  suffered  a  decided  relapse.  I 
was  as  ill  as  when  I  first  entered  the  sanitarium.  It  was  evident  that 
all  the  help  I  had  received  was  temporary.  I  talked  over  the  matter 
with  the  physician  and  was  advised  to  return  to  the  sanitarium  for 
nn  indefinite  length  of  time — in  fact,  I  was  given  to  understand  that 
I  had  better  never  leave.  It  was  because  of  this  discouraging  outlook 
that  I  made  my  stand  for  Christian  Science  treatments  against  the 
wishes  of  my  family.  A  practitioner  was  called,  and  for  two  weeks  I  had 
treatments  every  day.  At  the  end  of  that  time  I  wis  as  well  as  when 
I  left  the  sanitarium.  Treatments  were  continued  for  about  three 
months,  then  I  took  up  the  work  for  myself.  While  the  healing  has 
been  slow,  there  has  never  been  any  relapse,  and  1  feel  that  the  trouble 
has  been  fully  overcome. 

ilRS.  Nell  Flash, 
S90!t  Theo.  Villa  Court,  Los  Angeles. 

September,  IS,  1914. 

Locomotor  ataxia  is  classed  ag  one  of  the  incurable  diseases 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  physician  or  surgeon.  It  is  not  so 
regarded  by  Christian  Scientists.  Many  cases  of  this  kind  have 
been  healed  in  Science.  I  submit  now  an  interesting  case  of 
that  Icind : 

In  July,  1909,  after  having  been  treated  for  six  years  by  medical 
physicians,  five  in  number,  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  cure  of  a  disease  that  developed  to  be  locomotor  ataxia  and  pro- 
nounced generally  by  them,  and  particularly  by  two  in  Milwaukee,  to 
be  incurable,  I  found  that  I  was  rapidly  advancing  to  the  point  of 
greater  evidence  of  incurability,  as  predicted  by  these  physicians. 

During  these  years  I  had  visited  my  physician  and  taken  medicine 
continuously;  visited  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  as  advised  by  my  physician 
in  St.  Paul,  who  was  supiiosed  to  be  a  specialist  on  this  particular 
disease,  and  did  everything  possible  to  regain  health,  but  to  no  avail. 
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At  this  stase  of  development  the  study  of  Christian  Science  was  rec- 
ommended to  me,  nnd  while  I  looked  upon  it  as  next  to  nothing  I  besan 
the  study  and  visited  a  Christian  Science  practitioner.  At  this  time 
I  had  been  away  from  business  for  many  months,  my  physical  condi- 
tion compelling  me  to  do  so  :  but  after  one  month's  treatment  and  study 
of  Christian  Science  I  began  to  see  good  signs  of  improvement.  In 
five  months'  time  I  returned  to  m.y  business,  and  since  then,  which  is 
five  years,  I  have  not  lost  a  day  from  business  on  account  of  this 
trouble  nor  visited  a  ohysician  for  treatment.  I  attribute  my  healing 
positively  and  absolutely  to  Christian  Science. 

When  I  paid  a  friendly  visit  to  my  good  old  doctor,  whom  I  dearly 
estpem,  he  said,  "  If  Christian  Science  is  doing  this  for  you,  it  is  surely 
commendable,  and  I  recommend  your  continuing,  as  we  in  medicine 
have  no  further  hope  to  offer." 

Horace  H.  Mdllin, 
103  South  Alexandria  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Septembek  22,  1S14. 

I  also  submit  a  statement  by  Hon.  Leslie  U.  Hewitt,  .judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  of  the  liealing  of  his 
little  daughter  of  a  malformation  of  the  mouth,  which  tends 
strongly  to  show  that  no  deformity  is  beyond  the  healing  influ- 
ence of  Christian  Science.  I  have  known  Judge  Hewitt  for  20 
years  or  more.  He  has  filled  a  number  of  places  of  trust  as  a 
public  official,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  our  best  citizens 
in  every  sense: 

When  our  young  child  was  20  months  old  she  was  taken  to  the  den- 
tist with  the  two  older  children,  all  of  whom  were  to  be  looked  to  by 
the  dentist  to  determine  wliether  teeth  were  coming  In  and  out 
properly. 

All  w^as  well  escepting  with  this  baby,  the  dentist  discovering  a 
fault  in  the  jaws.  The  lower  jaw  protruded  so  that  when  the  teeth 
were  closed  together  the  lower  teeth  were  forward  or  outside  the  upper 
teeth.  The  mouth  was  then  examined  by  another  dentist,  a  specialist 
on  this  particular  trouble,  the  technical  name  of  which  has  been  for- 
gotten, and  the  diagnosis  of  the  lirst  dentist  confirmed.  What  could 
be  done  for  the  child's  mouth?  Nothing  until  she  was  4  or  5  years  old, 
when  she  would  have  to  submit  to  the  jaw  being  harnessed  with  bands 
to  force  the  lower  jaw  back  into  its  proper  place  in  the  sockets,  a 
tedious,  painful  operation.  The  mother  studied  over  the  condition,  and 
having  been  interested  in  Christian  Science  since  the  child  was  6 
months  old,  suggested  that  this  trouble  could  be  handled  as  success- 
fully as  others  that  had  been  met  for  different  members  of  the  family. 

So  the  case  was  the  next  day  put  before  the  practitioner.  A  week 
or  so  after  the  mother  and  children  went  over  000  miles  from  home 
for  a  long  visit  with  relatives  and  the  baby's  case  was  left  with  the 
practitioner  to  be  handled  absently. 

At  the  end  of  nine  months  upon  the  return  of  the  famil.v  the  dentist 
asked  to  see  the  child  again.  With  glad  heart  the  mother  took  the 
child  to  the  office,  for  she  had  seen  the  wonderful  work  done  and  the 
teeth  now  closing,  upper  jaw  forward  or  outside  the  lower  as  it  should. 

The  dentist  placed  the  child  on  a  seat,  bent  before  her,  and  asked 
her  to  open  the  mouth,  then  close  it,  and  when  the  teeth  closed  prop- 
erly, turned  to  the  mother,  explaining  that  the  trouble  had  disappeared, 
and  asked  what  had  been  done,  as  such  a  thing  had  never  been  noted 
In  dentistry  before. 

Indeed,  we  were  and  are  still  grateful  to  Christian  Science  for  this 
wonderful  relief  to  ourselves  and  to  the  little  daughter. 

Leslie  K.  Hewitt, 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  Los  Angeles  County,  Cal. 

I  submit  also  the  testimonial  of  Hon.  W.  S.  Metz,  a  prominent 
lawyer  and  former  judge  of  Sheridan,  Wyo.  I  first  met  Judge 
Metz  in  Los  Angeles,  where  he  was  trying  to  get  relief  from  his 
sufferings  at  a  sanitarium.  He  applied  to  me  to  know  something 
about  Christian  Science,  saying  that  he  had  heard  that  I  had 
been  healed  by  that  means.  I  had  never  met  him  before.  He 
informed  me  that  he  knew  nothing  about  Christian  Science, 
and  explnined  to  me  the  nature  of  his  troubles  and  the  extent 
of  his  suffering,  much  as  he  recounts  them  in  his  letter  furnished 
at  my  request.  I  told  him  of  my  own  condition  and  healing, 
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and  advised  him  to  try  Christian  Science.  He  at  once  com- 
menced to  take  the  treatment.  I  saw  him  very  frequently  and 
witnessed  his  improvement  and  final  recovery.  His  letter  is  as 
follows : 

Sheridan,  Wtc,  October  2, 
My  Peae  Senator  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  beneficial  effect 
of  Christian  Science  treatment  in  my  personal  case,  I  wish  to  say  that 
for  five  or  six  years  I  was  considered  among  my  friends  and  neighbors 
as  an  invalid.  I  had  been  suffering  during  those  years  with  nervous 
exhaustion  and  very  severe  bowel  and  liver  trouble,  also  persistent  indi- 
gestion. During  the  five  or  six  years  mentioned  I  was  treated  by  a 
numl)er  of  physicians  and  also  spent  several  months  In  what  was  known 
as  the  best  sanitarium  in  the  country.  I  also,  under  the  advice  of  phy- 
sicians, endeavored  to  secure  some  relief ;  visited  the  warm  climates 
and  lovv"  altitudes,  taking  a  trip  to  Cuba  ;  also  spent  some  time  on  the 
Gulf  coast  and  in  southern  California,  but  secured  no  relief  from  my 
distressing  physical  ailments  until  I  secured  the  aid  of  a  Christian 
Science  practitioner.  For  five  years  before  receiving  treatment  In  Chris- 
tian Science  there  was  no  activity  of  the  bowels  without  the  use  of 
drugs,  which  were  administered  almost  daily  during  that  length  of  time. 
Under  a  few  treatments  of  Christian  Science  the  ijowels  resumed  their 
normal  activity,  and  though  it  has  been  several  years  since  receiving  my 
first  Christian  Science  treatment  there  has  been  no  occasion  in  the 
meantime  for  the  use  of  drugs,  and  the  distressing  bowel  condition  has 
been  entirely  removed  and  fully  healed.  I/ikewise  the  indigestion  was 
com])letely  healed  by  a  few  treatments  in  Science.  The  extreme  nervous 
exhaustion  disappeared  almost  entirely  after  the  first  treatment  in 
Science. 

iNIy  recovery  from  the  long-continued  illness  was  a  great  surprise  to 
my  neighbors  and  friends.  My  physical  strength  was  restored  within  a 
few  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  treatment  by  my  practitioner, 
and  I  have  been  able  to  do  more  continuous  hard  work  in  my  profession 
since  my  recovery  than  I  had  ever  been  able  to  perform  before. 

One  of  the  most  distressing  ailments  under  which  I  suffered  for  years 
was  persistent  insomnia.  During  the  five  or  six  ycai's  of  my  illness  I 
was  unable  to  sleep  at  any  time  over  three  or  four  hours  in  the  night. 
This  continued  during  the  years  that  I  have  mentioned,  but  this  condi- 
tion of  sleeplessness  <Vas  wholly  removed  by  Christian  Science  treat- 
ment and  in  a  very  short  time. 

Yours  very  truly,  W.  S.  Metz. 

I  submit  for  yonr  further  consideration  the  case  of  Dorothy  S. 
Chelson,  a  child  two  and  a  half  years  of  age,  who  was  artlicted 
with  diabetes.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  her  case  fur- 
nished me  by  her  father  : 

14r!0  Malvern  .\venub, 
Los  Anyeles,  Cal.,  October  15,  lOU. 

The  opportunity  of  again  telling  of  the  restoration  of  my  little  daugh- 
ter is  a  highly  esteemed  privilege,  and  I  am  herewith  giving  you  a  brief 
resume  of  her  healing  : 

In  August,  1904,  our  little  girl,  aged  25  years,  was  pronounced  to  be 
dying  of  diabetes.  There  was  a  very  great  amount  of  sediment  in  the 
urine  and  her  heart  action  ranged  from  140  to  170  beats  per  minute. 
This  I  know  to  be  a  fact,  as  the"  physician  kindly  allowed  me  to  use  his 
stetlioscope  to  verify  the  count.  At  this  time  my  wife  and  I  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city,  and  I  was  serving 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  also  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church. 
We  knew  absolutely  nothing  of  Christian  Science  and  did  not  want  to 
know,  as  we  were  told  it  was  the  work  of  evil. 

1  knew  of  two  Cliristinn  Scientists  at  this  time,  and  in  talking  to  one 
of  them  I  was  told  that  Christian  Science  would  cure  my  little  girl. 
I,ove  for  our  daughter  being  stronger  than  our  religious  scruples  a 
Christian  Science  practitioner  was  called,  and  with  the  first  treatment 
all  sediment  in  the  urine  disappeared,  and  in  a  short  time  her  heart 
action  became  normal  and  she  was  entirely  healed.  She  is  to-day  as 
healthy  a  child  as  one  can  wish  to  see.  Needless  to  state,  Christian 
Science  has  been  our  only  remedy  for  tlie  past  10  years,  and  this  means 
much  in  the  bringing  up  of  three  children.  Our  home  has  been  trans- 
formed from  one  of  want,  woe,  and  inharmony  to  one  of  peace,  happi- 
ness, and  contentment,  and  we  are  indeed  deeply  grateful  to  God  and  to 
our  dear  leader.  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  for  all  benefits  received. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Theo.  a.  Chelson. 
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I  know  Mr.  Chelson  personally.  As  a  result  of  the  rescue  from 
death  of  his  little  daughter  he  has  become  an  earnest  Christian 
Science  worker.  His  reliability  can  not  be  questioned.  But  I 
have  the  following  confirmation  of  the  condition  of  the  child 
and  the  fact  that  she  was  healed.  Very  natu'rally  the  doctor 
does  not  commit  himself  as  to  the  cause  of  her  restoration  to 
health,  which  was  entirely  proper,  as  he  had  no  direct  evidence 
of  the  fact.  He  intimates,  however,  that  a  child  unconscious 
from  the  effect  of  her  diabetic  condition  could  have  recovered 
without  further  help  after  he  had  given  her  up  to  die.  This 
will  hardly  be  accepted  as  within  the  possibilities.   He  says: 

I  am,  and  at  all  times  herein  mentioned  have  been,  a  duly  registered 
practicing  physician  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

In  Aus:ust,  1004,  I  attended  in  a  professional  capacity  Miss  Dorothy 
S.  Chelson,  who  at  that  time  was  suffering  from  a  diabetic  condition, 
showing  a  heavy  percentage  of  sugar ;  who  was  quite  anemic,  and 
whose  heart  beats  were  from  140  to  170.  Her  condition  was  such  that 
she  was  practically  in  a  stage  of  collapse,  and  was  given  up.  Her 
age  was  21  years,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe.  One  will  readily 
appreciate  that  a  patient  with  diabetes,  it  the  sugar  is  ppfsistent,  is 
beyond  the  control  of  the  phj-sician,  and  death  results.  Yet  sometimes 
the  sugar  will  disappear  as  rapidly  as  it  occurs ;  consequently  it  is 
Impossible  for  me  to  say  the  exact  conditions  that  existed,  although 
when  I  last  saw  the  child  she  was  practically  in  a  comatose  condition. 

She  passed  out  of  my  hands  and  has  had  no  medical  attention  since 
then,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe. 

She  was  examined  by  me  on  February  12,  1910,  and  I  found  abso- 
lutely no  sugar,  perfect  health,  heart  beating  at  82,  and  a  perfectly 
bright  and  normal  child. 

R.  NiCHOL,  SlIITH;,  M.  D. 

There  are  Members  of  this  body  who  know  by  experience, 
either  in  their  own  person  or  that  of  some  member  or  members 
of  their  family  of  the  curative  effects  of  Christian  Science. 
The  daughter  of  a  distinguished  Senator  has  given  her  time, 
unselfi.shly,  to  the  great  work  of  healing,  and  that  in  a  State 
where  it  is  made  a  criminal  offense  to  take  fees  oi-  other  com- 
pensation for  such  services.  The  junior  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota [Mr.  Clapp],  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him, 
was  healed  by  this  means.  He  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish 
me  a  statement  of  his  healing,  as  follows: 

For  many  years  I  was  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism.  This  became 
complicated  with  heart  trouble,  and  this  became  so  acute  that  at  times 
I  did  not  dare  to  sleep  in  a  reclining  position,  and  often  slept  in  a 
sitting  posture,  fearing"  a  fatal  attack  if  I  went  to  sleep  lying  down. 
I  used  various  remedies  for  rheumatism  that  seemed  to  temporarily 
relieve  the  pain,  but  all  remedies  in  time  seemed  to  lose  their  efficacy 
and  the  relief  was  only  temporary.  Finally,  in  a  spirit  more  of  hope 
than  of  any_  real  expectation  of  getting  relief,  I  took  treatment  in 
Christian  Science,  with  the  result  that  I  obtained  immediate  and  com- 
plete relief  from  rheumatism,  and  after  a  time  all  symptoms  of  heart 
trouble  disappeared.  This  was  some  years  ago,  and  I  have  never  suf- 
fered from  either  since.  Subsequent  study,  experience,  and  observa- 
tion has  satisfied  me  that  the  only  limitation  upon  the  healing  ir 
Christian  Science  is  our  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Moses  E.  Clapp. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  selected  the  above  cases,  21  in  number, 
from  the  experience  of  people  of  my  own  acquaintance  upon 
whom  I  knew  I  could  place  implicit  trust.  All  of  the  cases  I 
have  given  except  two  are  the  fruits  of  Christian  Science 
work  in  one  city,  and  that  an  infinitesimal  part  of  the  work 
done  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  alone.  I  could  have  given  you 
hundreds  of  other  cases  of  healing,  many  of  so-called  incurable 
diseases,  but  I  can  not  in  justice  to  the  Senate  consume  time 
by  including  the  many  cases,  convincing  in  their  character,  that 
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I  could  easily  furnish.  If  I  had  made  public  request  for  such 
statements  I  would  hare  been  overwhelmed  with  attested  cases 
of  healing  from  thousands  of  people  who  are  filled  with  grati 
tude  for  their  deliverance  from  the  bonds  of  sin,  sickness,  sor- 
row, .and  disease.  I  have  therefore  in  my  own  city  asl^ed  pri- 
vately for  a  few  of  the  many  cases  that  had  come  to  my  own 
knowledge  and  for  which  I  could  vouch  as  either  within  my 
own  personal  knowledge  or  from  people  known  by  me  to  be 
worthy  of  implicit  confidence. 

In  addition  to  this  I  have  asked  a  good  and  reliable  friend  of 
my  own  to  secure  for  me  a  few  reliable  and  trustworthy 
testimonials  of  he.^ling  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  I 
have  some  of  them  here.  They  are  so  convincing  of  the  efficacy 
of  Christian  Science  healing  that  I  can  not  see  how  any  fair 
and  candid  mind  can  continue  to  doubt  it.  I  submit  these  addi- 
tional statements  of  healing  without  comment.  I  could  not.  If 
I  would,  make  them  stronger  or  more  convincing  by  any  word 
of  mine.  It  should  be  noticed  that  all  of  the  cases  that  I  am 
giving  are  of  so-called  incurable  diseases.  The  thousands  of 
healings  of  minor  diseases  in  this  way  would  fill  volumes.  At 
the  head  of  each  testimonial  I  have  given  the  name  of  the 
person  and  the  disease  of  which  he  was  healed. 

(l)    C.   F.    SHEREOU.se  CANCEI;. 

New  Orleans,  August  20,  19H. 
This  is  to  state  that  after  making  an  incision  foi-  an  exploratory 
examiuation  tlie  eminent  surgeons  opei'ating  pioiiounced  my  case  abso- 
lutely hopeless,  as  my  stomach  seemed  practically  eaten  up  with  a 
niali,'4naut  type  of  cancer,  and  to  cut  it  out  was  certain  death  and  to 
leave  it  was  certain  death,  and,  preferring  nature  to  talte  its  course, 
they  simply  closed  the  incision  and  turned  me  over  to  my  family  to  die, 
and  told  tliem  they  did  not  see  how  I  could  possibly  live  over  three  or 
four  weeks.  This  v.'as  on  March  20,  1012,  and  on  jlay  30,  1912,  I  dis- 
charged my  physicians  and  called  in  a  Christian  Science  healer.  For 
seven  days  thereafter  my  condition  remained  about  as  formerly,  hut 
during  the  four  days  following  I  was  an  extremely  sick  man,  and  it 
looked  like  I  would  die  in  spite  of  all,  but  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  day  I  rallied,  and  from  that  day  on  I  gradually  improved,  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  possibly  know,  I  am  entirely  cured,  having  no  symptoms 
whatever  of  past  troubles. 

B.  F.  Sherrousb,  'Kew  Orleans,  La. 

(2)    GEORGE    W.    KEMBERT  CONFIRMING    MR.    SITERRODSE'S    UEALING  AND 

GIVIXG  Ills  OWN  OF  SIMILAR  TROUBLE. 

To  ichom  it  may  ccticcrn: 

For  nearly  10  years  I  have  enjoyed  the  personal  acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Sherro\isc,  of  this  city.  Mr.  Shcrrouse  is  a 
man  of  high  integrity  and  purpose,  he  is  widely  known,  and  his  veracity 
is  beyond  question  v\'ith  all  who  know  him. 

On  or  about  May  30,  1012,  I  met  Mr.  Sherrouse  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Nev/  Orleans  Chess,  Checkers,  and  Whist  Club,  of  1,000  membership. 
Observing  liis  most  extreme  condition  of  health,  I  sought  an  interview 
with  him,  and  he  then  stated  to  me  that  nine  of  our  New  Orleans 
physicians  and  surgeons  had  diagnosed  his  case  as  being  "  wholly  in- 
curable." His  trouble  was  malignant  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  these 
nine  medical  m.en  were  wholly  agreed  both  as  to  diagnosis  and  prog- 
nosis ;  they  held  out  to  him  not  one  ray  of  hope,  but  told  him  death 
was  inevitable,  and  in  a  very  short  while  ;  he  himself  was  reconciled 
to  this  end  and  was  only  awaiting  the  final  summons. 

It  was  at  this  distressing  moment  of  the  conversation  that  I  gave 
him  the  cup  of  cold  water  in  the  suggestion  of  Christian  Science,  of 
which  he  knew  nothing  then  and  knows  but  little  more  now.  However, 
this,  he  at  once  dismissed  his  physicians  and  immediately  sought  help 
in  Christian  Science.  I  was  in  a  position  to  Observe  liim  frequently 
thereafter,  and  his  improvement,  which  was  constant  from  almost  the 
day  he  began  Christian  Science  until  a  few  months  later,  when  he 
became  a  well  man,  was  a  source  of  much  rejoicing  to  me.  I  see  Mr. 
Sherrouse  now  almost  daily  and  he  shows  no  evidence  of  his  former 
trouble. 
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Nearly  all  of  the  nine  medical  men  who  passed  on  this  case  are  per- 
sonally known  to  me,  and  they  are  the  peer  of  any  medical  men  in  New 
Orleans,  and  some  of  tliem  the  peer  of  any  in  the  United  States. 

At  the  time  I  suggested  Christian  Science  to  Mr.  Sherrouse  I  was  not 
a  Christian  Scientist,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
My  reason  for  offering  Christian  Science  to  Mr.  Sherrouse  was  because 
of  the  help  I  had  derived  throusli  Christian  Science.  My  own  ease,  seen 
by  some  17  medical  men  in  different  cities  ii!  this  country  and  by  cer- 
tain specialists  of  experience  and  ability,  had  been  diagnosed  by  them 
as  malignant  and  all  of  them  declaring  an  operation  as  imperative,  but 
very  liiiely  I  had  deferred  too  long  to  get  relief.  It  has  been  nearly 
three  years  since.  I  did  not  have  the  operation ;  I  am  25  pounds 
heavier  and  in  the  best  heaith  of  my  life,  all  through  Christirin  Science 
truth.  I  am  now  a  member  of  the  Jlother  Church  in  Boston,  JIass.,  and 
a  member  of  First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

GeOKGE  W.  KEilBEKT. 

-    August  22,  1914. 

(3)  ladra  moeris  tuberculosis. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  SS,  mi. 

Hon.  .ToHN  D.  WonKS, 

United  States  Senate,  WasJtington,  D.  C 

Dear  Sir  :  Three  years  ago  1  resigned  my  position  as  tuberculosis 
nurse  for  Chautauqua  County,  this  State,  on  account  of  sickness,  which 
Dr.  Floyd  Ben.iamin,  of  Cherry  Creek,  N.  Y.,  thought  was  typhoid  fever. 
Dr.  Ellis  W.  Storms,  of  Falconer,  N.  Y.,  was  also  of  the  same  opinion. 

After  six  weeks,  growing  worse  all  the  time.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Soules, 
of  Buffalo,  was  called  in,  and  he  diagnosed  the  case  as  tubercular  peri- 
tonitis, with  an  affection  of  the  lungs,  taking  a  small  quantity  of  fluid 
from  the  pleural  cavity  and  having  it  examined  by  a  bacteriologist,  who 
confirmed  his  opinion.  Dr.  Soules  also  said  I  would  not  live  three 
weeks.  At  this  time  I  decided  to  try  Christian  Science  and  discon- 
tinued all  medication.  I  immediately  began  to  improve,  and  in  a  short 
time  was  up  and  about  tlie  liouse.  I  was  entirely  healed  by  Christian 
Science  and  have  remained  well  and  able  to  go" about  my  work  ever 
since. 

Very  truly  yours,  Laura  Morris, 

Graduate  nurse,  2017  Bailey  Avenue. 
We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  certify  that  we  are  familiar  with  the 
facts  of  the  illness  and  healing  of  Miss  Laura  Morris  by  Christian 
Science,  and  that  the  statement  above  made  by  her  is  true  and  correct. 

Bessik  Morris. 
Ida  M.  Stowell. 
A.  H.  Stowell. 

(4)  CHARLES    EINKER  PEMPHIGUS. 

DcBUQUE,  Iowa,  August  26,  1011,. 

Senator  J.  D.  Works, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  About  10  years  ago  I  was  taken  sick  with  a  very  severe 
skin  disease,  which  my  doctor,  F.  H.  Holland,  pronounced  pemphigus. 
After  treating  witli  him  for  about  tlireo  months  he  sent  me  to  the  clinic 
of  the  Rush  Medical  College  in  Chicago,  under  the  care  of  Drs.  Ilyde 
and  Ormsby,  who  also  said  I  was  suffering  from  pemphigus.  I  re- 
mained at  the  c'linic  for  three  months,  after  which  I  was  dismissed, 
not  healed,  but  was  informed  to  go  to  my  home  and  continue  treatments, 
which  I  did  for  about  two  years  without  any  good  results. 

At  this  time  Christian  Science  was  presented  to  me,  and  in  a  few 
months  I  was  healed,  without  a  return  of  the  disease  since. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  Rixker, 
S2~l  WasJiington  Street,  DuJjuque,  Iowa. 

(5)    ED.   C.   VOLKERT  LEAD  POISONING  AND  CONSUMPTION. 

More  than  20  years  ago,  while  following  the  occupation  of  printing 
and  while  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Ralph  Jackson,  a  recognized  homeo- 
patliic  physician  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  my  condition  of  health  became  so 
serious  that  he  assured  me  I  had  only  a  few  months  to  live.  I  was  at 
that  time  a  printing  pressman  in  the  office  of  the  Dubuque  Times.  I 
requested  a  change  to  outdoor  work,  being  unable  to  stand  on  my  feet 
and  often  losing  a  cupful  of  blood  at  stool.  My  employers  demanded 
an  examination  by  some  physician  of  another  school,  and  at  their 
request  I  was  examined  by  Dr.  Greene,  also  of  Dubuque,  an  allopath, 
and  he  frankly  informed  me  I  might  live  a  ye.ir  if  I  left  the  business. 
I  was  suffering  from  insomnia,  piles,  my  system  was  "  leaded  "  with 
typo  poisoning,  and  consumption  would  soon  end  my  life.    I  had  been 
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in  the  care  of  Dr.  Jackson  for  several  years  continnously,  and  he  then 
Informed  me  that  medicine  could  do  nothing  further  for  me.  I  gave 
up  my  employment  and  retired  to  a  home  in  the  country  to  die.  Be- 
fore the  expiration  of  three  months  a  ladv  handed  me  a  copy  of  Sci- 
ence and  Health,  Mary  Baker  Eddy's  testhoolc.  and  as  the  result  of 
the  application  of  her  teachings  I  soon  regained  perfect  health  and  am 
alive  to-day.  I  was  also  enabled  to  return  to  and  follow  the  printing 
business  for  some  years  previous  to  my  voluntary  retirement  from  it  to 
follow  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Since  that  time  I  have  found  Christian  science  the  most  reliable  and 
effective  cnrntive  agent  on  earth  when  employed  by  those  who  under- 
stand it.    The  facts  herein  stated  can  all  be  easily  corroborated. 
Eespectfully  yours, 

Ed.  C.  Volkert, 
R.  R.  2,  Ba'jley,  "Wis. 

(e)    GLADYS   HOPE   MILDRANE  VALVULAR  HEART  DISEASE. 

Six  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  very  young  girl,  Dr.  Herman  Vichery 
and  Dr.  .Jackson,  both  heart  specialists  of  this  city,  pronounced  my 
case  incurable  valvular  heart  disease,  caused  by  rheumatic  fever.  I 
was  never  to  have  any  exercise  that  other  children  had.  never  to  be 
allowed  any  freedom  along  physical  lines.  Finally,  when  the  physicians 
told  my  family  I  would  have  one  year  at  the  most  to  live,  my  mother 
becoming  desperate  tried  Christian  Science.  All  drugs  were  thrown 
aside,  and  within  two  weeks  I  was  up  and  out,  playing  baseball  with 
the  little  boys  and  girls  who  were  my  playmates.  From  that  day  my 
heart  has  been  the  same  as  my  eyes  and  ears  to  me.  I  have  never 
even  thought  of  it.    For  all  this  I  am  extremely  grateful  and  happy. 

Gladys  Hope  Mildr,\ne, 
South  Mallen  Street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Febroart  9,  1914. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  attest  the  truth  of  my  daugh- 
ter's testimony  as  stated  above,  and  hope  that  through  it  others  may 
he  led  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  of  Christian  Science. 

Mrs.   T.   H.  MiLDRANH. 

(7)    BERTHA   H.    WOODS  TDBERCULOSIS    OF   THE  GLANDS. 

Christian  Science  treatment  cured  me  of  tuberculosis  of  the  glands 
in  the  early  fall  of  the  year  180.5.  I  was  then  living  in  West  Newton, 
Mass.  My  motlier  and  sister  had  died  of  tuberculosis  under  medical 
treatment.  In  both  these  cases  Dr.  I-'rederic  Knight,  a  well-known 
throat  and  lung  specialist  of  Boston,  had  been  called  in  consultation 
during  the  last  stages  of  the  disease  ;  therefore  it  was  thought  best  for 
me  to  go  to  him  in  the  early  stages  of  the  trouble  wliile  there  was  yet 
hope  of  recovery.  I  did  so,  and  Dr.  Kniiht  used  the  arsenic  treatment. 
If  there  was  any  gain  it  was  not  noticeable  to  me. 

We  moved  to  West  Newton,  and  there  Dr.  Frederick  Thayer,  of  West 
Newton,  was  called.  He  continued  the  ar=enic  treatment  and  also 
treated  me  for  kidney  trouble  and  constipation,  bot'i  ailments  dating 
back  to  my  childhood.  Dr.  Thayer  told  my  husband  that  my  kidneys 
were  so  badly  affected  that  unless  I  was  watched  carefully  a  cold 
settling  on  the  kidneys  might  end  my  life  very  suddenly,  consequently 
he  made  examination  of  conditions  at  regular  intervals  of  a  few  weeks 
apart.  When  my  boy  was  born  I  had  four  convulsions,  and  after  that 
all  the  bad  symptoms  were  greatly  aggravated.  I  can  not  give  this 
testimony  without  a  just  acknowledgment  of  Dr.  Thayer's  wonderful 
surgery,  which  saved  my  baby's  life,  and  t"e  loving  devotion  he  gave 
us  during  all  those  hard  months.  In  Dr.  Thayer's  absence  Dr.  Henry 
Perkins,  of  West  Newton,  was  called,  and  he  suggested  removing,  Iiy 
surger.v,  the  most  diseased  glands,  which  were  t'nose  in  the  neck,  the 
right  breast,  and  under  the  right  arm.  It  was  then  that  I  turned  to 
Christian  Science. 

After  five  days'  treatment  in  Christian  Science  natural  action  of  the 
bowels  was  permanently  restored.  The  feverish  sensation  and  pain  in 
the  back  fi-om  kidney  trouble  ceased,  and  in  six  wei>ks'  time  Ibe  swollen 
glands  had  so  diminished  in  size  as  not  to  be  noticeable.  With  the 
exception  of  slight  ailments,  which  Christian  Science  treatment  has 
always  cured,  I  have  been  a  perfectly  Vv'ell  woman  for  the  past  18 
years.    This  blessing  I  owe  to  Christian  Science. 

Bertha  H.  Woods. 
I  hereby  testify  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statements. 

Agnes  C.  Young. 

Erookline,  Mass. 
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(S)   A.   W.  NICHOLAS  TUBEBCDLOSIS. 

AncusT  15,  1914. 

I  am  64  years  of  age.  On  August  28,  1013.  I  was  afflicted  with  an 
abscess  on  my  right  wrist,  wliich  developed  into  bone  tuberculosis, 
rotting  the  bone  from  the  wrist  nearly  to  the  elbow. 

On  the  18th  of  November  it  was  found  necessary  to  amputate  the 
arm.  Two  weeks  after  the  amputation  inflammation  spread  over  my 
right  side,  causing  intense  agony.  I  wasted  away  to  a  mere  sk-eleton. 
Dr.  W.  S.  Turner,  of  this  city,  who  was  my  physician,  said  he  could 
do  nothing  more  for  me,  and  he  told  the  neighbors  that  I  had  but  a 
few  weeks  to  live. 

As  a  last  resort,  a  Christian  Science  practitioner  was  called,  and  I 
was  entirely  healed  in  a  few  weeks.  At  the  same  time  I  was  healed 
of  chronic  "rheumatism  and  stomach  trouble  that  had  been  the  bane  of 
my  life  for  many  years. 

I  have  perfect  health  and  weigh  10  pounds  more  than  I  ever  did. 

A.  W.  Nicholas, 
17  Tine  Street,  'Newark,  Ohio. 

(9)    ADELB   M.   FODRNIER — CAXCEB. 

In  June,  ISll,  I  had  been  operated  cn  for  a  growth  In  my  back. 
The  doctors  pronounced  it  a  cancer,  and  incurable.  They  went  on  to 
say  that  it  would  return  in  sis  months  or  a  year,  and  that  being  so 
near  my  spine  it  would  be  impossible  to  remove  it.  In  .June,  1912,  the 
condition  having  returned  and  causing  me  much  trouble,  I  decided  to 
turn  to  Christian  Science.  For  a  year  I  struggled  on  not  seeming  to 
get  any  better.  The  summer  of  191.3  found  me  in  what  my  friends 
and  relatives  called  a  dying  condition.  The  growth  was  enormous, 
causing  me  much  suffering.  I  had  grown  very  weak.  I  now  weighed 
less  than  90  pounds,  my  usual  weight  being  about  120  pounds. 

I  had  had  treatment  from  two  different  practitioners,  but  another 
was  called.  In  a  few  weeks  I  began  to  improve  and  grow  stronger. 
The  pain  left  me  entirely,  but  the  manifestation  was  the  same. 

One  morning  in  August  I  awakened  with  a  clear  sense  of  being 
healed.  It  was  so  vivid  that  I  placed  my  hand  to  my  back  to  see  if 
the  growth  had  disappeared.  Although  it  was  still  there,  I  had  a 
feeling  of  relief  ;  it  seemed  as  if  a  burden  had  been  lifted  from  me.  A 
few  days  later,  when  my  mother  was  helping  me  to  dress,  she  noticed 
that  the  growth  was  smaller.  Every  day  it  softened  and  diminished. 
About  three  weeks  from  that  time  it  had  entirely  disappeared.  I  am 
now  in  perfect  health. 

Adele  M.  Founier, 

Littleton,  N.  H. 

Witnesses  : 

A.  J.  Barrett, 

J.  An'xib  Whiting. 

(10)    ALICE  C.   BAIRD — FIBROID  TUIIOR. 

Nine  years  previous  to  my  healing  I  had  been  operated  upon  for  the 
removal  of  a  fibroid  tumor  at  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Chicago,  111.  Dr. 
Nicholas  Senn,  one  of  the  world's  most  famous  surgeons,  performed  the 
operation.  At  that  time  it  seemed  best  not  to  disturb  the  smaller 
tumor,  hoping  it  might  cause  no  further  trouble.  Its  removal  meant 
the  taking  out  of  all  the  female  organs  and  would  include  a  slight 
operation  cn  the  spine,  to  which  the  tumor  was  attached. 

Immedlalely  this  tumor  became  extremely  painful,  and  after  weeks 
of  suffering  I  was  allowed  to  go  home.  I  could  sleep  only  on  one  side 
with  a  pillow  under  one  knee  ;  I  could  walk  but  a  few  blocks  after  a 
year's  time,  and  could  perform  no  household  duties. 

I  was  persuaded  that  I  must  submit  to  another  operation,  and  had 
all  arrangements  made  when  I  was  healed  in  Christian  Science. 

I  have  since  resorted  to  no  material  means  and  am  a  perfectly  normal 
woman.    I  have  gained  in  weight  27  pounds  in  the  nine  years  since  I 
was  healed,  and  throagh  the  understanding  of  the  law  of  life  I  am 
learning  how  to  live  in  health  and  happiness. 
Sincerelv  yours. 

ALICE  C.  (Mrs.  Sblden  N.)  Baird, 

1116  Locust  Street,  Dubuque,  loma. 
P.  S. — Drs.  Sarah  Kendall,  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Charles  B.  Reed, 
of  Chicago,  agreed  upon  the  necessity  of  an  operation. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  statement  of  my  wife,  Alice  C.  Baird, 
is  correct  in  every  detail. 

S.  N.  Baibd. 
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(11)    MES.   LILLIAN  L.   VAERELL  TUMOR. 

Over  27  years  aao  m.v  attention  was  called  to  Christian  Science  by 
the  wonderful  liealing  of  a  friend.  I-ater,  when  in  j^reat  need  of  physi- 
cal help,  after  different  metliods  of  treatment  failed,  I  turned  to  Chris- 
tian  Science  and  leceived  the  help  sought. 

Several  years  later  I  had  a  tumor  form  in  my  left  breast,  which 
fcrew  in  size  very  rapidly.  It  was  examined  by  two  physicians,  and 
both  recommended  its  removal  by  a  surgical  operation.  I  entered  a 
hospital,  and  after  its  removal  I  was  assured  I  would  have  no  further 
trouhle.  In  a  little  more  than  a  year  I  had  five  growths — three  in  one 
breast  and  two  in  tl;e  other — and  the  physician "wlio  had  treated  and 
removed  the  first  one  again  treated  these,  and  failed  as  before  to  check 
the  growth  or  help  them,  and  he  finally  recommended  the  removal  of 
both  breasts.  I  had  treatment  from  a  Christian  Science  practitioner, 
however,  and  these  growths  were  entirely  wiped  out. 

Not  understanding  Christian  Science  sufficient  to  apply  it  to  my 
needs,  and  living  where  there  was  no  one  at  all  interested,  I  turned  to 
material  remedies  for  the  little  needs.  But  when  four  years  later  a 
polypus  growth  of  the  womb  appealed,  and  the  same  physician  recom- 
mended its  removal,  and  said  the  womb,  because  of  its  badly  congested 
condition,  must  be  drawn  down  and  scraped.  I  turned  in  my  extremity 
as  before  to  Christian  Science  and  was  healed.  The  positive  proofs  of 
these  healings  was  the  birth  of  two  sons,  one  now  in  his  nineteenth 
year  and  the  other  seventeenth,  who  have  had  no  material  remedies. 
Christian  Science  has  met  their  ever.v  need. 

A  daughter  of  12  years  had  appendicitis  and  requested  a  physician. 
One  was  called,  and  tlie  next  day  in  consultation  with  another  physician 
decided  she  had  only  a  few  hours  to  live.  She  was  iistantaneously 
healed  when  she  seenied  near  passing  away,  through  her  own  declara- 
tion of  the  Truth,  as  she  had  been  taught  in  Christian  Science. 

Mi's.  Lillian  L.  Varuell, 
5i  Bri  Uje  Street,  Portsmouth,  if.  H. 

(12)    MISS   FAITH  E.   ElIEUT  TUBERCULf,  S I S   OF  TUB  BOWELS. 

In  the  year  1000,  in  my  second  year  of  training  as  a  nurse  in  the 
Homeopathic  Hospital,  in  Boston,  I  was  taken  ill.  After  a  serious 
operation,  the  trouble  was  diagnosed  as  tuberculosis  of  the  bowels. 

After  four  months'  treatment  there  I  was  taken  to  a  private  sanitarium 
io  Itutland,  M«ss.  But  the  treatment  there  was  considered  too  I'arsh 
for  me  in  my  condition,  and  I  was  taken  back  to  the  hospital  for  a 
few  weeks  and  then  was  sent  away  to  die,  as  I  afterwards  learned. 

From  the  hospital  I  was  taken  to  Ilobron,  Me.,  where  I  seemed  to  get 
some  better,  so  that  I  began  to  walk  a  little.  For  the  four  months  that 
I  was  in  the  hospital  I  vas  not  even  bolstered  up  in  bed,  and  for  nine 
months  I  did  not  step  my  feet  on  the  floor.  In  June  of  the  next  year 
I  was  so  much  better  that  I  was  taken  to  my  home  at  the  seashore.  In 
the  fall,  however,  the  serious  condition  returned,  and  application  was 
made  for  me  to  enter  the  hospital  again,  but  they  would  not  take  me 
back.  They  did  not  want  an  incurable  on  their  hands.  I  seemed  to  be 
in  the  depths  of  despair,  suffering  menLally  and  physically. 

"  JIan's  extremity  is  Cod's  opportunity."  I  turned  to  Christian 
Science  for  help.  Now  after  1.3  years  I  can  testify  that  I  have  spent 
only  one  day  in  bed  fi-om  illness,  and  that  every  illness  that  has  come 
to  me  has  been  healed  by  Christian  Science.  To-day  I  am  a  well,  strong 
woman,  doing  my  work — hard  work— and  carrying  on  a  business,  free 
and  happy. 

Miss  Faith  U.  Ejiert, 
2  Court  Street,  Exeter,  N.  H. 

Witnesses  : 

AXNIE  M.  Bliss,  Redding  Mass. 

Annie  L.  Emery,  Exeter,  N.  H.  .  - 

Jno.  Scammo.v, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

(13)   ELIZABETH  J.   GRIFFIN— CANCER. 

2040  Seventh  AvENtTE, 
2Vew  York  City,  August  S'l,  lOli. 
In  moi  I  visited  Dr.  William  .T.  Kingsley,  of  the  Cancer  Hospital, 
Rome.  N.  Y..  for  advice  about  growths  in  both  my  right  and  left  breasts. 
Dr.  Kingsley  pronounced  the  growth  to  he  scirrhus  or  hard  cancer.  I 
was  operated  upon  in  1901  nnd  again  in  1902  by  Dr.  Will  Kingsley, 
son  of  Dr.  William  .T.  Kingsley.    In  all  there  were  seven  developments 
in  the  right  and  nine  in  the  left  breast.    It  was  in  1904,  when  the  con- 
dition made  its  aiipearance  for  the  third  time  under  the  wounds  of  the 
previous  operations,  that  I  called  for  Christian  Science  treatment.  After 
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five  weeks  treatment  by  Christian  Science  all  trace  of  cancer  disap- 
peared, and  I  am  now  entirely  free. 

Sincerely  yours,  Elizabeth  J.  Gkiffin. 

August  26,  1914. 

This  is  to  verify  the  statement  made  by  my  sister  Elizabeth  J  GrilEn, 
in  a  letter  dated  August  24,  1914,  addressed  to  the  Hon  John  D. 
WoKKS,  Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  D.  C.  I  was  with  my  sister  at 
Dr.  Kingsley's  hospital  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  during  the  time  of  the  first  op- 
eration, and  remained  with  her  until  the  doctor  felt  that  the  operation 
had  been  successful.  I  also  accompanied  her  to  the  train  when  she  went 
to  Rome  for  the  second  operation.  I  know  that  the  condition  had  made 
its  appearance  for  the  third  time,  and  that  it  disappeared  under  Chris- 
tian Science  treatment. 

Yours  very  truly,  Ch.is.  S.  Gbiffin. 

(14)    JOHN  H.  CUSHING  DIABETES. 

Vinton,  Iowa,  -August  26,  19U. 

I  was  examined  several  times  and  my  case  diagnosed  by  Drs.  J.  P. 
Whitney  and  L.  Chadburn,  practicing  ohysicians  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  and 
my  condition  was  pronounced  by  them  to  be  "  sugar  diabetes,"  and  they 
said  it  v.ns  incurable  and  medicine  couid  not  cure  it,  and  that  I  miglit 
prolong  existence  by  a  strict  diet,  but  that  I  would  never  be  well. 

I  spent  the  most  of  one  winter  at  Mineral  Wells,  Tex.,  drinking  the 
water  in  hope  of  relief.  Before  this  condition  came  upon  me  I  weighed 
210  pounds,  and  on  returning  from  the  "Wells"  I  wa's  in  a  worse  con- 
dition, only  weighing  165  pounds.  A  few  weeks  after  my  return  a 
friend  who  had  been  hea'cd  of  the  same  trouble  by  Christian  Science 
advised  me  to  try  it,  which  I  did,  and  in  one  treatment  in  Christian 
Science  I  was  healed,  and  within  an  hour  ate  a  hearty  meal,  and  have 
not  missed  a  meal  since.  This  healing  took  place  in  March,  1912,  and 
I  have  continued  well  ever  since  and  now  weigh  187  pounds,  and  I  am 
able  to  do  all  kinds  of  heavy  work,  which  I  could  not  do  for  three  years 
previous  to  my  healing  in  Christian  Science. 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  H.  Cushing. 

(15)    FEANK  hale  DRINK  HABIT. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  August  SO,  19U. 
My  affliction  was  the  whisky  and  cigarette  habits,  having  constantly 
used  whisky  and  cigarettes  to  excess  from  15  to  20  years.  Previous  to 
my  complete  breakdown  I  was  consuming  fully  a  quart  of  whisky  each 
day  and  night  and  smoking  40  to  50  cigarettes  daily  until  July,  1913, 
when  I  was  awakened  to  the  fact  that  I  was  a  physical  and  mental 
wreck,  when  I  decided  to  take  the  whisky  cure  at  the  Keeley  Institute, 
at  r>es  Moines,  Iowa.  I  remained  there  five  weeks  under  the  care  of 
this  institution,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Dr.  Culver,  the  physician  in 
charge,  pronounced  my  case  incurable  under  their  treatment,  and  indi- 
cated to  my  sister,  who  was  a  Christian  Scientist,  that  I  might  possibly 
be  helped  through  this  means  of  healing.  I  was  sent  away  from  this 
institute  with  an  attendant,  as  I  was  demented  and  almost  blind,  not 
able  to  in  any  way  care  for  myself.  My  first  stop  was  at  Marshalltown, 
where  my  sister  lived,  and  when  I  arrived  there  I  took  my  first  treat- 
ment in  Christian  Science,  commencing  to  improve  immediately.  After 
three  weeks  I  was  able  to  return  to  my  home  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
In  a  much  improved  condition  and  continued  the  treatments  for  some 
little  time,  and  through  the  healing  power  of  Christian  Science  I  am 
now  in  my  right  mind  and  physically  well  and  morally  strong,  and 
never  felt  better  in  my  life.  I  fim  convinced  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
Christian  Science  I  v,-ould  not  be  here  to  tell  the  story.  I  am  not  only 
restored  to  health,  but  to  my  wife  and  family  and  to  my  former  work, 
as  traveling  salesman,  and  my  gratitude  to  God  and  Christian  Science 
Is  unbounded. 

Very  respectfully,  Feank  Hale, 

818  South  Second  Street  W. 

(16)    FLORENCE  A.  LOPEZ  TDBERCULOSIS  OF  KNEE  JOINT. 

I  had  been  in  poor  health  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  constantly 
under  the  doctor's  care,  until  finally,  about  the  spring  of  1901,  1  think 
it  was,  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  my  work  altogether.  I  suffered  con- 
tinually with  my  head  and  back  and  had  gradually  lost  the  use  of  my 
right  leg.  The  pain  seemed  to  center  in  my  knee  and'was  intense.  I  went 
from  doctor  to  doctor,  but  grew  constantly  worse.  Finally  I  was  taken 
to  Dr.  Lillienthal,  a  prominent  surgeon  connected  with  Mount  Sinai  Hos- 
pital ;  he  diagnosed  the  condition  as  tuberculosis  of  the  knee  joint,  and 
ordered  me  to  wear  on  orthopedic  brace.  This  I  did  for  several  months, 
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but  it  only  seemed  to  make  matters  worse.    By  this  time  the  leg  had 

shriveled  considerably  and  I  was  constantly  in  great  pain. 

In  December,  1902,  I  was  removed  to  St.  John's  I^Iospltal,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  and  was  operated  on  by  Dr.  Beekmau  H.  Delatour,  who  re- 
moved several  pieces  of  cartilage  which  had  broken  loose  iErom  the 
knee  joint.  I  had  been  promised  by  the  doctors  that  if  I  would  con- 
sent to  this  operation  I  would  experience  immediate  relief,  and, 
though  my  knee  would  be  permanently  stiff,  I  would  otherwise  be  well 
and  able  to  walk  without  difficulty.  This,  however,  did  not  happen. 
I  continued  to  suffer  intensely,  and  shortly  after  this  operation  I  de- 
veloped a  mastoid  abscess  and  six  weeks  later  was  operated  on  for  that 
trouble.  I  remained  In  St.  John's  Hospital  for  three  months,  until 
the  spring  of  190.>.  As  the  result  of  these  operations  my  knee  was 
entirely  stiff  and  the  leg  had  shortened  over  an  inch.  I  continued  to 
suffer  almost  as  much  as  previously,  and  was  unable  to  walk  without 
crutches. 

During  the  next  year  I  had  treatment  from  an  osteopath,  who  tried 
in  vain  to  restore  motion  to  the  knee  and  who  finally  gave  up  the  case 
as  hopeless.  In  March  of  1004  I  was  again  taken  to  the  hospital  and 
operated  on  for  appendicitis,  returning  home  at  the  end  of  a  month 
weaker  and  more  miserable  than  ever.  The  following  winter,  at  the 
advice  of  the  doctors,  I  went  south  and  remained  for  sis  months,  re- 
turning much  better  and  even  able  to  walk  a  little  without  crutches, 
hut  in  a  few  months  I  was  much  worse  again  and  had  to  return  to  the 
doctors.  In  October.  1905,  I  went  a  third  time  to  the  hospital  and 
was  again  operated  on,  further  pieces  of  the  cartilage  being  removed. 
This  resulted  in  a  still  further  shortening  of  the  leg,  but  was  otherwise 
■without  result. 

In  February,  1906,  after  a  winter  of  great  suffering  and  hopelessness, 
I  was  persuaded  to  try  Christian  Science.  I  knew  nothing  of  it  and 
had  no  faith  in  it,  but  simply  tried  it  as  a  last  resort,  as  I  was  almost 
In  despair.  Six  weeks  after  I  started  treatment  I  was  walking  on  the 
street  without  crutches,  and  in  another  six  weeks  the  leg  had  grown 
back  to  its  natural  length.  On  the  ITtli  of  June,  190G,  I  went  to  work, 
and  have  been  constantly  employed  ever  since.  A  month  or  two  later 
I  was  examined  by  Dr.  Vf.  L.  Duffield,  who  had  been  my  attending 
physician  for  years,  and.  to  quote  his  own  words,  he  said,  "  Your  knee 
is  in  absolutely  perfect  condition."  I  have  continued  to  grow  stronger 
during  the  last  eight  years,  until  I  can  say  gratefully  that  I  am  abso- 
lutely well. 

The  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement  can  be  vouched  for  by  the  fol- 
lowing :  Mrs.  Fred  Itiley,  5  Kenraore  I'lace.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs. 
Clarence  Steere  (formerly  of  Brooklyn),  Wickford,  R.  I. 

Flouen'cb  a.  Lopez, 
820  Nostrand  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

(17)    MISS  JDLIA  C.   MEEK  CHBONIC  MYELITIS 

About  eight  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  13,  I  was  taken  with  what  physi- 
cians called  chronic  myelitis,  which  gradually  developed  in  intensity 
until  it  extended  over  the  entire  length  of  the  spinal  column,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  my  entire  body  except  the  right  arm  became  abso- 
lutely useless.  My  head  and  knees  were  drawn  so  closely  together  that 
the  only  way  I  could  take  food  was  by  having  my  knees  forced  apart 
and  being  fed  by  means  of  a  tube.  Every  physician  who  was  employed 
pronounced  my  case  incurable,  and  in  consultation  they  agreed  that  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  live,  and  positively  would  never  be  well. 
After  failing  to  receive  any  help  or  get  any  encouragement  from  the 
several  physicians,  I  turned  to  Christian  Science,  and  through  its  effi- 
cacy was  completely  healed.  The  following  doctors  were  employed: 
Dr.  C.  O.  Bernhardt,  sr..  No.  506  Eighteenth  Street,  Rock  Island,  111. ; 
Dr.  George  Eyster,  No.  1109  Second  Avenue,  Rock  Island,  111.;  Dr.  J.  F. 
Meyers,  No.  2926  Fifth  jVvenue,  Moline,  111. ;  Dr.  V.  A.  Berland,  No. 
1721^  Second  Avenue.  Rock  Island,  III. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Miss  .Tdlia  C.  Meek, 
No.  912  Seventeenth  Street,  Rock  Island,  III. 

(18)    illSS   NELLIE  B.  TIXKHAM  CANCER. 

Nine  years  ago  I  first  began  to  notice  a  disease  manifesting  Itself  in 
my  left  breast.  This  increased  gradually  until  it  began  to  give  me  con- 
siderable pain  and  swelling.  I  consulted  Dr.  C.  E.  Longiaux,  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  who  stated,  upon  examination,  that  an  immediate  operation  was 
absolutely  necessary  ;  that  it  was  a  tumorous  cancer  ;  that  it  was  so 
far  developed  as  to  make  an  immediate  operation  a  positive  necessity 
in  order  to  save  my  life,  as  well  as  threatening  paralysis  of  the  left 
arm.    At  this  stage  of  my  disease  the  pains  became  very  severe  and 
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lasting.  The  mental  condition  follotvins  such  a  diasnosis  and  the  physi- 
cal evidence  to  support  it  made  human  existence  to  me  most  unendur- 
able. This  first  doctor  said  that  the  left  breast  had  to  be  entirely 
removed,  part  of  the  right  one  also;  that  the  operation  had  to  be  per- 
formed within  10  days  ;  that  the  growth  of  this  cancer  had  extended  to 
this  positive  necessity.  ,      ^  ■, 

I  then  consulted  Dr.  Renter,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa.  He  corroborated 
what  the  first  doctor  said.  This  last-named  doctor  was  an  allopathic 
doctor.  At  this  time  mv  left  arm  could  not  be  raised  to  my  head.  It 
was  at  this  extreme  period,  in  March,  1913,  that  I  tried  Christian 
Science  upon  the  advice  of  a  friend.  The  first  treatment  brought  re- 
lief, although  severe  p.iins  followed  three  days  later  during  the  night, 
but  the  following  morning  I  realized  that  I  was  greatly  improved,  and 
in  the  first  weeli's  Christian  Science  work  the  growth  became  smaller, 
pains  disappeared,  fear  destroyed,  my  general  condition  greatly  im- 
proved. At  the  end  of  three  months  the  cancerous  growth  had  entirely 
disappeared,  my  breasts  were  in  perfect  normal  condition,  my  left  arm 
well,  my  general  condition  of  health  most  excellent.  I  relied  abso- 
lutely upon  Christian  Science  during  this  time.  My  condition  as  to 
health  and  happiness  has  been  normal  and  permanent  to  this  date, 
September  7,  1914. 

I  am  willing  to  verify  under  oath  the  correctness  of  this  testimony. 

Miss  Nellie  B.  Tixkii.4M, 

Dubuque,  Iowa, 

(19)    MRS.  KEBA  G.  PECK  FIBHOID  TUMOR. 

Sixteen  years  a.eo  I  suffered  greatly  from  nervous  headaches  and 
great  depression.  This  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  with  attacks 
of  acute  pain  so  great  that  at  times  I  thought  I  would  die  in  them. 
My  husband,  being  a  physician,  treated  me  without  any  permanent  re- 
lief, frequently  calling  in  other  physicians  to  suggest  treatment,  with- 
out any  permanent  results.  After  several  years'  suffering  the  trouble 
was  diagnosed  fibroid  tumor  of  the  iiterus.  An  eminent  surgeon  and 
a  specialist  of  women's  diseases  suggested  the  knife  as  the  only  remedy, 
but  I  would  not  submit  to  a  surgical  operation  and  continued  to  suffer 
almost  unendurable  pain  and  depression,  with  impaired  digestion  and 
inability  to  properly  attend  my  household  duties.  The  tumor  grad- 
ually grew  until  it  was  the  size  of  one's  head.  Finding  no  relief  from 
medicine,  electricity,  osteopathy,  or  psychology,  I  turned  to  Christian 
Science  and  found  in  this  treatment  great  relief.  First  the  ^eadaches 
were  relip^-ed.  digestion  improved,  and  the  tumor  reduced  and  disap- 
peared. Since  then  I  have  turned  to  Science  for  different  diseases  in 
my  family  and  have  seen  some  wonderful  healings.  My  gratitude  is 
unbounded. 

Respectfully,  Mrs.  Reba  G.  Peck, 

SS5  West  Peachtree  Street,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

September  6,  1914. 

The  very  brief  statement  of  the  suffering  of  my  wife,  Mrs.  R.  G. 
Peck,  only  partly  stales  her  condition  and  suffering.  I  certify  that  the 
statement  is  correct  and  only  details  a  very  small  part  of  her  suffer- 
ing. She  was  perfectly  relieved  by  Christian  Science  treatment,  as 
stated,  after  failure  of  all  known  medical  treatment. 

F.  H.  Peck,  M.  D., 
.   Septembee  6,  1914.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

(20)  feed  j.  stevens  locomotoe  ataxia. 

.  ,       ,  501  South  La  Satxe  Street. 

Chicago,  September  16,  19U. 

For  a  period  of  12  years  I  was  in  very  poor  health,  almost  con- 
stantly under  the  care  of  a  physician.  I  was  then  taken  with  a  disease 
diagnosed  by  the  doctor  as  locomotor  ataxia  and  pronounced  incurnble. 
He  also  advised  very  strongly  against  the  employment  of  specialists 
or  any  system  of  medical  treatment,  saying  there  was  absolutely  noth- 
ing known  in  medical  science  that  would  heal  this  di.sease.  As  he  was 
also  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  he  knew  that  we  had  no  money  to 
waste,  and  he  was  very  willing  to  do  all  the  doctoring  we  needed.' 

This  ailment,  owing  to  my  very  weakened  physical  condition,  made 
very  rapid  headway,  and  at  "the  end  of  three  years  I  was  helpless,  bed- 
ridden, unable  to  walk  or  to  stand  upright  on  ray  feet.  A  specialist 
was  then  called,  and  after  three  months'  treatment  I  was  so  much 
worse  that  he  told  my  wife  that  he  could  do  nothing  more,  that  my  end 
was  near — a  matter  of  sis  weeks  at  most.  I  decided  then  and  there 
that  I  would  discontinue  all  medicine  and  medical  treatment  and  live  the 
balance  of  my  days  in  peace.  A  copy  of  the  Christian  Science  textboo't, 
Science  and  Health,  with  Key  to  the  Scriptures,  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy, 
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was  brousht  to  me  at  this  time  by  a  Christian  Science  friend,  and  after 
a  few  weeks  of  thoroiish  study  and  an  honest  desire  for  uuders' anding 
I  was  ouce  more  enabled  to  use  my  limbs,  whicli  liad  been  useless  for 
so  long.  After  reachinfr  the  point  where  I  could  walk  out  on  the  street 
without  assistance  a  Christian  Science  oraetitioner  was  consulted  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  better  understanding  of  the  ti-uth.  One 
month  from  tlie  day  that  I  called  on  the  practitioner  I  returned  to  my 
place  of  employment  thorouglily  and  completely  healed.  It  is  now 
more  than  11  years  since  this  healin'?  was  effected,  and  there  has  never 
been  the  least  symptom  of  the  old  complaint  returning.  To-day  I  can 
walk  as  good  as  any  man  and  am  enjoying  perfect  health. 

The  physician  who  diagnosed  this  case  is  Dr.  Wells  Andrews,  whose 
last  address  that  I  have"  been  able  to  get  was  at  '22'i0  West  Madison 
Street,  Ch'cago.  The  specialist  who  treated  this  ca^e  was  a  Dr.  Gil- 
bert White,  who  at  that  time  was  the  head  of  a  goat  lymph  sanitarium, 
located  in  the  Auditorium  Building,  Chicago,  but  whose  present  where- 
abouts are  unknown  to  me. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  Fred  ,T.  Steven's. 

The  events  narrated  in  the  foregoing  testimony  of  my  husband  are 
true  and  exact  in'  every  particular. 

Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Stevens. 

(21)   C.  DUDLEY  GEDDES  ClillTLED  FltOM  BIItTII. 

141.5  Sfcoxd  Avenue, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  September  2,  lOU. 

I  wish  to  testify  to  the  efficacy  of  Christian  Science  as  a  healing 
agency. 

5Iy  son,  now  17  years  of  age,  from  his  birth  to  his  twelfth  year  was 
a  cripple,  delicate,  and  puny. 

Christian  Science  has  changed  him  to  a  rugged,  healthy,  normal  boy. 
It  lias  both  straightened  and  lengthened  the  curved  and  shortened 
limb,  restored  the  carious  bone  to  soundness  and  the  stiffened  joints  to 
their  normal  action. 

This  condition  was  prenatal,  consequently  looked  upon  by  the  medical 
profession  as  incurable.  JIanipulatiou,  massage,  electricity  were  each 
given  a  trial,  without  result.  Nothing  remained  to  be  done  from  a 
material  standpoint  but  an  operation.  Friends  and  doctors  advised  it 
as  the  only  remedy,  but  even  this  held  no  assurance  of  a  complete  heal- 
ing.   The  only  committal  given  was  that  it  would  help  the  condition. 

No  less  a  distinguished  physician  than  Dr.  Koyal  Copeland.  of  New 
Tork  City,  dean  of  New  York  Homeopathic  Jlcdic.-il  College  and  Flower 
Hospital,  58  Central  I'ark  West,  formerly  the  head  of  the  homeopathic 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  a  man  of  great  breadth 
and  generosity  of  mind,  willing  to  give  .iustice  where  .iustice  is  due, 
made  the  statement  that  it  was  beyond  the  realm  of  reason  to  expect 
Christian  Science  to  heal  this  particular  case  ;  that  the  only  thing  to 
be  done  was  an  operation. 

An  operation  did  heal  the  boy,  but  it  was  the  operation  of  Divine 
mind,  not  of  matter.  It  was  the  operation  of  the  Divine  law  of 
harmony  replacing  that  of  inharmony — suffering  ;  the  law  of  freedom 
replacing  that  of  bondage.  Furthermore,  the  liealing  was  painless, 
thorough,  and  complete. 

That  this  testimony  may  give  hope  to  others  who  are  in  need  and 
that  Christian  Science  may  be  given  the  credit  of  the  healing  is  the 
reason  for  giving  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  Lulo  Y.  Geddes. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  testimony  as  given  by  my  mother  in 
regard  to  my  healing  is  true  in  every  particular. 

C.  Dudley  Geddes. 
I  personally  know  C.  Dudley  Geddes  and  the  mother,  Mrs.  Lulu  Y. 
Geddes.  hence  I  can  vouch  for  the  verity  of  the  above  statement. 
Sincerely  yours, 

CiiA.s.  V.  Winn. 

In  a  personal  note  accompanying  the  above  testimonial  Mrs.  Geddes 
says  : 

"  I  am  sending  you  a  testimony  of  my  son's  healing  through  Chris- 
tian Science,  it  has  been  slnw  in  going  forward  to  you  for  the  reason 
that  I  had  tirst  to  lind  the  address  of  Dr.  Copeland,  to  whom  reference 
is  made,  and  then  wait  fur  a  leply — wishing  to  make  sure  that  the  use 
of  his  name  would  not  be  ob.iectionable  to  him.  In  writing  uim  I 
inclosed  a  copy  of  the  testimonial  I  am  sending  you,  and  this  is  what 
he  said  in  ans\\  er  to  it  : 

"  '  Your  letter  is  certainly  truthful,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  have  It 
changed  in  the  least.    1  have  always  said  that  as  a  system  of  ethics, 
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as  a  way  of  everyday  living,  Christian  Science  has  in  ir  all  the  good  In 
the  world.  You  know  I  have  never  heen  quite  willing  to  admit  that 
organic  disease  could  respond  to  the  methods  of  Christian  Science,  but 
I  would  he  a  poor  Christian,  indeed,  if  I  doubted  God's  ability  to  do 
anything.' 

"  Dr.  Copeland  is  dean  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
and  Flower  Hospital,  New  York  City. 
"  Very  sincerely  yours, 

"  LcLD  Y.  Geddes." 

(22)    R.   H.   PENTECOST  BHIGHT'.S  DISEASE. 

Memphis,  Texn.,  September  n,  19U. 

In  the  year  1905  my  health  failed  to  such  an  extent  that  I  was 
practically  incapacitated  for  work.  Dr.  W.  T.  Watson,  of  Lexington, 
Tenn.,  where  I  was  living  at  that  time,  diagnosed  my  case,  and,  being 
a  friend  of  my  family,  evidently  feared  to  acquaint  me  with  his  finding. 
However,  sulisequent  events  proved  that  his  diagnosis  confirmed  my 
opinion  of  the  case. 

Failing  t  )  receive  any  benefit  from  materia  medica,  as  a  last  resort 
I  turned  to  Christian  Science  and  was  shortly  healed.  Some  two 
years  after  my  healing  I  was  again  in  Lexington,  and  seeing  Dr.  Wat- 
son I  urged  him  to  tell  me  what  his  diasmosis  had  revealed,  whereupon 
he  stated  that  it  was  undoubtedly  Brighfs  disease,  and  that  he  feared 
to  tell  me  the  real  condition  at  the  time  of  his  diagnosis.  My  healing 
was  permanent,  and  1  am  now  in  excellent  health. 
Yours  truly, 

R.  H.  Pentecost. 
I  am  familiar  with  this  case  and  know  it  to  be  absolutely  true. 
Truthfully, 

Mart  Beatrice  Garrison. 

(23)  mrs.  mame  lund  tujiok. 

"  ■  Grand  Rapids,  Micr--.,  September  11,  19U. 

I  was  healed  of  an  ovarian  cyst  tumor  through  Christian  Science 
treatment  16  years  ago.  My  family  pbysician,  Dr.  O.  L.  Dales,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  took  me  to  the  tJ.  B.  A.  Hospital,  of  this  city,  where  Dr. 
Herrick  performed  the  operation.  I  had  become  very  thin  and  emaci- 
ated, and  then  filled  up  with  water  until,  from  the  waist  line  down  to 
my  feet,  I  v.as  very  large.  The  tumor  and  what  water  they  caught 
filled  a  large  pail  and  weighed  40  pounds.  Another  tumor  grew  in  its 
place,  which  tit  the  end  of  a  year  had  become  very  large.  The  same 
family  physican,  Dr.  Dales,  urged  me  to  have  it  removed  again,  and 
with  it  the  organ  from  which  it  grew. 

While  dreading  the  operation  I  heard  of  Christian  Science.  I  asked 
for  Christian  Science  treatment  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  I  was  free 
from  all  pain  and  riiocomfort.  I  continued  taking  treatment  in  Chris- 
tian Science  for  ,,oout  three  weeks.  Not  long  after  Dr.  Dales  made  an 
examination  j^'.d  found  no  trace  of  the  tumor.  About  six  months  after 
my  healing  i  passed  examination  for  life  insurance. 

During  pU  these  years  there  has  never  been  any  return  of  the  trouble. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Mrs.  Mamb  LtJND. 
We  gladly  indorse  Mrs.  Lund's  testimony  of  healing. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Alden, 
■  ,  901  Scribner  Avenue,  G-rand  Rapids,  Mich. 

M.  L0ND, 

923  Scriiner  Avenue,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Laraway, 
-  :  •506  Union  Avenue  SE.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

(24)    FRIEND   WEST  CANCER. 

Cedar  Springs,  Mich.,  September  ll.  191J,. 

In  September,  1908,  my  physician.  Dr.  A.  C.  Auren,  then  of  Cedar 
Springs,  took  me  to  a  hospital  in  Grand  Rapids  to  be  operated  on  for 
appendicitis.  Dr.  Graves  started  to  perform  an  operation,  and  instead 
cf  appendicitis  he  found  a  cancer  of  the  bowels  of  so  serious  a  nature 
as  to  make  an  operation  useless.  The  incision  was  sewed  up  without 
performing  any  operation,  and  I  was  informed  by  Dr.  Graves  that  I 
might  possibly  live  six  weeks. 

My  cousin,  who  is  a  Christian  Scientist,  asked  me  to  try  Christian 
Science.  The  incision  for  an  operation  took  place  Tuesday.  On  the 
following  day — Wednesday — I  had  my  first  Christian  Science  treat- 
ment. Saturday  of  the  same  week  I  walked  down  town,  a  distance  of 
several  blocks.  Sunday  I  took  a  ride  of  about  12  miles  in  a  carriage 
and  in  10  days  I  was  working  on  the  farm  picking  up  potatoes. 
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I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  have  remained  in  good  health  ever  since, 
having  had  no  return  of  the  cancer. 

Very  truly  yours,  Friend  West. 

We  indorse  the  above  testimony  of  the  healing  of  Friend  West 
through  Christian  Science  treatment. 

Chas.  R.  Allm.\nd. 
Mrs.  Friend  West. 

(25)  HARRY  FISHER  MULTIPLE  NEURITIS,  KIDNEY  TEOUBLH,  AND  TOBACCO 

HEART. 

BuirpALO,  N.  Y.,  Scptcmhcr  2J,  lOVi. 

While  attending  a  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Mer- 
chant Tailors  of  America,  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  February,  1911, 
I  was  seized  with  a  severe  attaclj  of  tonsilitis.  Upon  my  return  home  I 
sought  my  physician,  Dr.  George  M.  Lewis,  25G7  Main  Street,  Buffalo, 
N..  Y.  He  did  what  he  could  to  relieve  me,  hut  without  success.  A 
few  days  later  I  was  stricken  dov.-n  with  what  the  doctors'  term  multiple 
neuritis,  kidney  trouble,  and  tobacco  heart,  and  for  a  period  of  several 
weeks  I  suifered  untold  agony,  and  half  of  that  time  was  in  a  semi- 
conscious condition.  During  the  earlier  part  of  my  sickness  my  wife 
called  in  Dr.  George  Mosley,  of  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo,  in  consulta- 
tion with  Dr.  Lewis,  and  they  agreed  that  the  diagnosis  was  a  correct 
one  and  the  remedies  Satisfactory.  I  was  given  iiot-air  baths  up  to  a 
temperature  of  three  and  four  hundred  degrees,  together  with  various 
medicines,  but  I  gradually  became  weaker,  until  the  doctor  informed  my 
familj'  that  I  would  not  "live  longer  than  48  hours  at  the  longest.  My 
family  then  asked  me  to  try  Christian  Science,  and  I  gave  my  consent 
to  call  a  practitioner.  When  he  came  to  my  room  I  was  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  I  was  unable  to  sit  up  or  stand",  unable  to  feed  myself,  and 
my  nurse  carried  me  in  his  arras  just  like  a  baby.  After  he  had  given 
me  a  treatment  be  told  me  that  I  would  be  able  to  leave  my  bed  on  the 
next  day,  and  could  do  so  at  once  if  I  wished  to.  I  looked  at  the  prac- 
titioner and  felt  very  sorry  for  him,  but  to  my  surprise  I  did  get  up 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  he  had  left,  for  I  was  completely 
healed  of  all  my  complaints.  A  desire  for  tobacco  was  taken  away  and 
a  few  days  later  I  discovered  that  my  eyesight  was  healed,  for  I  had 
worn  glasses  for  about  12  .years. 

From  the  day  of  my  healing  to  the  present  time  I  have  had  splendid 
health  and  have  not  take  any  medicine  internally  or  externally. 
I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

Harry  Fisher. 

I  have  personally  known  Mr.  Havrv  Fisher  for  the  period  of  20 
years  and  known  the  awful  sickness  through  which  he  passed  in 
February,  1911,  and  can  testify  to  the  wonderful  healing  which  he  had 
under  Christian  Science  treatment. 

Yours  very  truly,  Louis  Saperston, 

m  East  Vtica  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

September  25,  1014. 

One  of  the  most  wonderful  cases  of  healing  that  has  oome  to 
my  notice  occuri'ed  here  in  Washington.  It  is  the  case  of  a 
child  born  crippled  and  deformed  and  declared  by  the  doctors  to 
be  idiotic.  It  was  practically  made  over  by  Christian  Science 
treatment.  And  yet  people  in  their  ignorance  say  that  this  rem- 
edy can  not  heal  organic  disease,  but  is  good  only  for  nervous 
or  imaginary  ailments.  I  submit  the  account  of  the  father  and 
mother  of  this  healing : 

(26)  CHILD  OF  MR.  AND  MRS.  A.  K.  WINE  CPilPPLED  AND  DEFORMED  FROM 

BIRTH. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Septemher  19,  I91li. 
Our  youngest  daughter,  born  July  15,  1912,  was  misshapen  at  birth, 
having  curvature  of  the  spine  and  both  arms  and  legs  constantly 
remained  in  an  unnatural  position,  one  arm  being  drawn  down  to  the 
side  and  back  in  a  twisted  position,  the  other  arm  being  drawn  up  back 
of  the  head  ;  both  legs  were  drawn  up  in  an  unnatural  position.  The 
child  had  convulsions  from  the  day  of  her  birth,  sometimes  as.  many 
as  18  in  a  day  and  night.  Every  particle  of  food  she  attempted  to  eat 
would  bring  on  convulsions.  She  never  had  a  natural  movement  of  t!:'e 
bowels.  We  tried  every  means  that  we  could,  but  her  condition  never 
improved. 

On  August  1,  1913,  we  took  her  to  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  in  Balti- 
more.   The  surgeons  told  us  that  the  child  had  been  injured  at  birth 
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and  had  a  clot  of  blood  on  the  brain  ;  that  she  was  an  idiot  and  could 
not  live  ;  that  if  it  were  possible  for  her  to  live  she  would  never  be 
able  to  walk,  because  her  legs  were  drawn  out  of  shape.  They  also  said 
that  one  shoulder  was  dislocated.  She  was  in  such  a  misshapen  condi- 
tion that  this  had  never  been  discovered.  We  brought  the  child  home 
and  the  end  seemed  to  be  at  band.  The  local  physician,  Dr.  William 
P.  Wood,  said  that  she  was  nearly  gone,  and  we  bej;an  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  funeral.  She  revived,  however,  and  continued 
to  live.  Some  friends  then  called  our  attention  to  Christian  Science 
and  advised  us  to  give  it  a  trial.  We  did  so,  and  as  soon  as  the 
treatment  in  Christian  Science  commenced  the  convulsions  stopped  and 
the  bowels  began  to  act  normally,  and  have  done  so  ever  since.  One  day 
when  bathing  her  and  moving  as  carefully  as  possible  the  dislocated 
arm  it  suddenly  snapped  into  place  with  considerable  noise.  It  has 
remained  in  place  ever  since.  She  is  now  able  to  stand  .on  her  feet, 
her  legs  are  straight,  and  she  is  learning  to  walk  and  talk,  and  is  not 
an  idiot. 

Before  being  healed  in  Christian  Science  she  had  cut  several  teeth. 
They  were  all  without  enamel,  so  soft  and  chalky  that  they  could  be 
flaked  off  with  the  finger  nail.  Since  her  healing  the  teeth  that  she  has 
cut  have  been  covered  with  enamel,  and  enamel  is  forming  at  the  roots 
of  the  teeth  that  come  before  she  was  healed.  - 

The  surgeons  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  stated,  among  other 
thing's,  that  a  rib  had  been  broken  and  grown  together.  There  was  a 
disagreeable-looking  lump  where  the  break  had  occurred.  The  lump  has 
entirely  disappeared.    Her  back  is  also  perfectly  straight. 

Mrs.  Mal'de  a.  Wine, 
A.  K.  WIXI3, 

116  Third  Street  NE. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  this  day  seen  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  K.  Wine,  referred  to  in  the  accompanying  statement.  The 
appearance  of  the  child  bears  out  the  statement  of  the  parents.  The 
child  appears  bright,  active,  and  happy. 

Wm.  S.  Campbell^ 

The  Burlington. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  19,  191i. 

(27)    MR.S.  G.,  II.  HAxVIILTON  DISEASE  OW  KIDNEYS. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  23,  19U. 

Dear  Sik  :  In  February  of  1902  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for  two 
weeks  with  abscess  and  hemorrhage  of  the  kidm-ys.  At  that  time  I 
was  chief  night  nurse  at  the  Grant  Hospital,  Columbus,  Ohio.  Dr. 
J.  F.  Baldwin  suggested  operating.  Dr.  Vi.  J.  Wil.son  was  called  in  con- 
sultation, and  they  decided  not  to  operate. 

For  six  years  after  that  time,  and  after  leaving  the  hospital,  I  had 
frequent  attacks,  having  employed  different  physicians — Dr.  C.  D.  Mc- 
Coy, now  of  Kenton,  Ohio  ;  Dr.  E.  J.  Emerick,  of  Columbus  ;  and  Dr. 
.T.  F.  Baldwin  being  in  consultation  with  each  one. 

The  attacks  growing  more  severe  and  my  general  health  in  a  more 
weakened  condition  until  February,  1908,  which  was  the  last  and  most 
severe,  I  in  a  short  time  after  that  had  an  X-ray  examination  by 
Dr.  C.  .T.  Bowen,  which  showed  the  left  kidney  to  be  about  three  times 
Its  normal  size,  with  light  spots,  which,  he  said,  they  thought  might 
be  tubercular.  The  right  kidney  showed  the  light  spots,  but  could  not 
get  distinct  outline. 

Next,  Dr.  Starling  Wilcox  catheterized  the  ureters,  by  request  of  Dr. 
Baldwin,  to  determine  whether  the  right  one  could  stand  the  removal 
of  the  left  one.  Rut  after  none  of  tliem  would  tell  me  what  was  the 
trouble,  but  said  the  right  one  was  as  bad  as  the  left,  and  they  could 
not  operate,  but  said  I  must  give  up  all  my  work.  They  prescribed  a 
treatment  which  I  tried  to  carry  out,  but  grew  worse  and  could  not 
stand  the  medicine,  as  it  injured  the  stomach. 

In  May  I  was  advised  to  try  Christian  Science.  After  sarcastically 
refusing  for  some  time,  I  finally  consulted  a  practitioner  .and  in  four 
weeks  was  healed,  the  poison  passing  off  in  the  form  of  a  diarrhea,  last- 
ing four  days. 

I  have  had  no  return  of  the  trouble  and  am  able  to  do  anything  1 
have  to  do,  for  which  I  am  very  grateful,  indeed. 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Hamilton, 
•  '  ■  91S2  Summit  Street. 

(28)    MBS.   MAKY   S.   STEWAET  CANCER. 

McCoNNELsviLLE,  OHIO,  September  23,  1910. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  give  my  testimony  as  to  what  Christian 
Science  has  done  for  me. 
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After  being  operated  upon  twice  for  tbe  removal  of  a  cancerous 
growth  in  the  breast,  and  after  the  growth  had  appeared  again  for  the 
tliird  time  and  in  two  places.  I  was  induced  to  try  Christian  Science. 
I  was  healed.  I  have  had  perfect  health  and  there  has  been  no  return 
of  the  disease  since.  That  was  seven  years  ago. 
Very  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Stewart. 
P.  S. — The  physician  who  diagnosed  the  case  and  who  performed  the 
operation  were  one  and  the  same,  Dr.  Henry  McLaughlin,  of  Marietta, 
Ohio. 

M.  S.  S. 

(20)    MRS.  ADELAIDE   M.  OILMAN  DISEASE  OP  KIDNEYS. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  2.?,  lOU. 

After  suffering  for  three  years  with  sinking  and  fainting  snells.  as 
well  as  having  consider.-ible  pain,  I  wont  to  Dr.  C.  F.  Hoover.  700  Rose 
Building,  Clexeland,  Ohio,  for  an  examination.  As  a  result  of  this  ex- 
amination he  stated  that  there  was  a  large  growth  on  the  rii;ht  kidney 
and  that  the  left  kidney  was  so  badly  affected  that  there  wore  contin- 
uous hemorrhages  from  it.  He  said  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
operate,  as  both  kidneys  were  seriously  affected,  and  advised  that  I  re- 
main as  quiet  as  possible,  explaining  that  any  sudden  .iar  might  cause 
a  hemorrhage  which  might  result  fatally.  He  even  advised  me  not  to 
go  home  in  my  machine,  fearing  the  jolting  of  the  car  would  produce  a 
serious  hemorrhage. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Hoover.  Dr.  William  Lower,  Osborn  Building, 
Cleveland,  also  made  an  examination,  as  well  as  a  te.st  of  the  urine, 
which  test  corroborated  the  diagnosis  of  Dr.  Hoover.  He  also  advised 
against  riding  in  an  automobile  or  street  car  and  recommended  perfect 
quiet. 

After  consulting  with  these  specialists  I  was  advised  by  friends  to  try 
Christian  Science  treatment,  which  I  did.  The  change  was  apparent 
from  the  first  treatment.  In  three  months  I  took  an  automobile  trip 
of  over  1,000  miles,  and  while  on  that  trip  my  complete  healing  was 
manifested.  After  the  healing  a  sample  of  the  urine  was  analyzed 
by  Dr.  Tanner,  of  Willoughby,  Ohio,  who  pronounced  it  free  from  any 
foreign  matter. 

During  the  past  seven  years  I  have  been  absolutely  free  from  any 
discordant  condition  of  this  kind  and  have  annually  taken  trips  ranging 
from  1,000  to  3,000  miles  by  automobile  without  experiencing  any  in- 
convenience. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  M.  Oilman, 

Beauwood,  Euclid,  Ohio. 

(30)    MAJ.    LORENZO    P.    DAVISON  PARALYSIS,    EHEDMATISM,    AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

The  State  op  texas.  County  of  Tarrant: 

Before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  on  this  day  personally  ap- 
peared Maj  Lorenzo  P.  Davison,  United  States  Army,  retired,  known 
to  mo  to  be  a  credible  person,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  : 

That  he  is  at  present  detailed  by  the  War  Department  as  instructor 
of  military  science  and  tactics  at  a  military  scuool  near  Fort  Worth, 
Tex. ;  that  he  is  an  alumnus  of  Colgate  University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y. ; 
a  graduate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  West  I'oint,  N.  Y., 
class  1885  ;  that  he  took  the  post  graduate  course  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  School  of  Application,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  ISSSi^-lSgO  ;  and 
that  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  War  he  was  pursuing 
special  work  in  the  Ryerson  Physical  Laboratory  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Michallsou,  the  celebrated  phys- 
icist ;  that  he  is  now  sound,  mentally  and  physically,  and  able  to  do 
more  work  and  better  work  than  ever  before  in  his  life ;  that  his 
present  physical  condition  is  due  to  the  healing  power  of  Christian 
Science  ;  that  he  was  healed  by  reading  Science  and  Health,  With  Key 
to  the  Scriptures,  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  of  the  following  diseases : 
Itheumatism  of  12  years'  standing,  diagnosed  as  chronic ;  malaria  of 
about  8  years'  standing,  developed  into  its  most  pernicious  form,  duo 
to  continued  tropic  service  ;  and  of  the  after  effects  of  a  violent  attack 
of  tropical — Slianghai — dysentery  ;  constipation  in  its  most  stul)born 
form,  said  to  he  due  to  a  stricture  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  which  the 
surgeons  claimed  could  only  be  completely  remedied  by  an  operation. 

At  the  close  of  the  Spanish-American  War  he  found  himself  com- 
pletely prostrated  physi^-ally  and  mentally,  suffering  from  the  above-men- 
tioned complications  combined  with  what  the  doctors  diagnosed  as  chronic 
neurasthenia,  and  that  he  was  invalided  home  from  the  Tropics,  with 
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little  or  no  expectation  of  ever  being  able  to  do  active  service  again. 
That  in  July,  1900,  his  command  was  ordered  abroad  as  part  of  an 
expedition  for  the  relief  of  the  legations  at  Peking,  China,  and  while 
.but  little  improved  in  health,  he  went  with  his  company  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  tleo  from  what  seemed  a  worse  state  of  affairs  at  home — ■ 
desperately  sick  in  soul  and  in  body,  a  soldier's  grave  in  a  far-otf  land 
seemed  to'  be  the  highest  hope  both  for  himself  and  his  family  ;  that 
his  service  in  the  Philippines  was  practically  a  repetition  of  that 
in  the  American  Tropics,  resulting  in  frequent  collapses  and  a  final 
complete  breakdown,  culminating  with  malignant  ear  trouble  and  mas- 
toiditis ;  that  his  mental  and  physical  co  idition  was  such  as  to  render 
it  unsafe  to  operate  for  the  latter  trouble,  which  apparently  developed 
into  what  was  finally  clearly  diagnosed  by  expert  physicians  and  sur; 
geons  as  pachymeningitis,  affecting  the  part  of  the  brain  supposed  to 
be  the  center  of  sight,  speech,  and  hearing  ;  that  he  was  sent  from  one 
military  hospital  to  another  for  observation  and  treatment,  until  be- 
tween Christmas  and  New  Year's,  1902,  at  the  Army  and  Navy  General 
Hospital  in  Hot  Springs.  Ark.,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  affecting  the 
right  side  ;  11  days  later  a  second  strobe  included  the  entire  right  side  and 
affected  the  left ;  some  14  days  later  a  third  stroke  of  paralysis  com- 
pleted the  work  and  left  him  apparently  helpless,  sightless,  and  speech- 
less. That  these  strokes  were  well  defined,  and  on  account  of  his  age, 
44,  the  surgeons  held  out  no  possible  hope  of  recovery.  While  in  this 
state,  much  of  the  time  in  a  state  of  coma,  given  up  by  the  kind, 
competent,  and  sympathetic  surgeons  as  hopeless,  waiting  as  patiently 
as  possible  for  deiitii  which  seemed  inevitable,  some  ^vords  of  the 
Christian  Science  textbook.  Science  and  Health,  with  Key  to  the 
Scriptures,  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  came  to  him  with  new  meaning,  a 
meaning  not  understood  when  read  yeais  before  in  mere  technical 
investigation  ;  that  he  began  to  realize  their  healing  effect,  and  turned 
to  God  for  the  first  time  w'.th  an  honest  desire  to  live,  to  be  good,  and 
to  do  good  ;  that  more  and  more  of  this  truth  came  to  him  as  he 
continued  to  ponder  it,  and  to  the  amazement  and  confusion  of  the 
surgeons  in  chargp  he  began  to  recover  the  use  of  faculties  and  limbs  ; 
that  from  that  time  on,  especially  after  being  able  to  again  procure  a 
copy  of  Science  and  Health,  depending  entirely  on  Christian  Science 
for  healing  and  reformation,  he  was  freed  from  those  various  diseases 
slowly  but  surely,  and  is  to-day  a  well,  strong,  active,  and  happy  and 
contented  man  :  that  for  many  years  preceding  his  final  breakdown  he 
was  what  is  called  a  steady  drinker — never  actually  drunk,  but  re- 
quiring more  and  more  frequent  indulgence  in  stimulants  to  do  his 
work,  and  fond  of  gaming,  often  carrying  it  to  excess :  profane  and 
otherwise  not  over  choice  in  the  use  of  words  or  ideas ;  a  confirmed 
tobacco  user  in  all  its  worst  forms,  and  without  fear  of  God  or  respect 
to  man,  and  without  a  hope  of  a  hereafter ;  that  these  habits  fell 
away  from  him  one  by  one  while  reading  and  studying  the  Bible  in 
connection  with  and  as  interpreted  by  Science  and  Health  until  now 
he  rejoices  in  freedom  from  all  the  above  degrading  conditions  ;  that  in 
1904,  when  he  came  up  regularly  for  examination  for  promotion  to  his 
present  rank,  the  examining  board,  in  performance  of  their  sworn 
duty,  called  in  expert  medical  testimony  and  found  that,  although  rap- 
idlj'  improving,  he  was  entirely  unfit  for  active  service,  and  that 
there  was  no  reasonable  hope  that  he  would  be  able  to  do  duty  again, 
and  thereupon  he  was  retired  from  the  active  list  of  the  Army  ;  "that 
in  1906  he  was  examined  for  a  policy  of  $5,000  in  a  well-known  life 
insurance  company  and  passed  the  medical  examination  successfully 
and  highly  satisfactorily,  and  that  with  a  full  and  detailed  knowledge 
of  the  medical  history  of  the  applicant  the  proper  authority  (the  vice 
president  of  the  company  in  this  case)  waived  the  facts  of  said 
medical  history  and  officially  considered  him  and  recommended  him  as 
an  "  excelleut  risk  "  ;  that  said  policy  was  thereupon  issued,  and  that 
a  year  and  a  half  later,  when  deponent  allowed  said  policy  to  lapse 
because  he  considered  it  an  unnecessary  expense,  the  said  insurance 
company  urged  him  strongly  to  maintain  said  policy  ;  that  he  at  this 
time  hardly  knew  what  a  "  healer  "  or  "  practitioner  "  meant  in  Chris- 
tian Science,  and  had  no  treatment  or  other  ouside  help  until  later ; 
that  the  medical  historv  of  the  deponent  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the 
War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  at  the  various  hospitals  and 
posts  where  he  was  afflicted — records  made  on  the  spot  by  unbiased  and 
competent  surgeons ;  that  in  the  interest  of  truth  the  deponent  will 
facilitate  the  examination  of  such  records  and  will  gladly  answer  in 
detail  any  questions  as  to  his  previous  or  present  condition  ;  and  de- 
ponent further  states  tliat  he  knows  by  indubitable  evidence  which  is 
too  sacred  to  be  made  public  that  his  healing  and  reformation  are  due 
to  the  complete  change  of  thought  concerning  God  and  concerning 
man  in  His  image  and  likeness,  brought  about  by  reading  and  studying 
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and  attomptinp:  to  apply  the  discovery  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy  known  as 
Christian  Science. 

•  L.  P.  Davison. 

■    Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  April,  1910. 
■  ,,.       .  W.  W.  Hazzahu, 

Notary  Public,  Tarrant  Countu,  Tex. 

(31)    MRS.  NIN.Y  ECKSTEIN  BLINDNESS. 

When  about  4  years  old  I  fell  into  a  pond  of  water  which  was  cov- 
ered with  scum,  my  eyes  becoming  infected  with  same.  For  some 
weeks  I  could  not  see  at  all.  and  when  the  doctor  did  not  help  me  my 
mother  took  me  to  an  old  man  who  healed  by  prayer.  After  my  third 
visit  I  was  able  to  see.  Vv'hen  the  trouble  returned  and  I  was  taken 
there  again  we  found  that  the  man  had  died,  and  1  was  obliged  to  resort 
to  material  means  again.  When  I  reached  my  sixteenth  year  I  went 
to  Prague,  Austria,  and  entered  a  hospital,  where  I  remained  about 
four  weeks  and  was  discharged  as  healed.  Two  years  later  I  weut  to 
New  York,  and  after  being  there  one  week  my  eyes  again  became  very 
much  inflamed  and  I  was  taken  to  an  eye  specialist,  whose  name  1  have 
forgotten.  He  said  that  my  trouble  was  incurable,  and  his  fee  being 
more  than  I  could  pay.  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Dr.  Knapp's  free  clinic  ; 
and  I  continued  to  lo  there  for  12  years,  sometimes  three  and  four 
times  a  week.  Dr.  Born  attended  me  most  of  the  time,  and  although 
everything  w.is  done  for  me,  I  grew  worse.  Hearing  then  of  a  new 
clinic  that  had  been  opened  on  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Street 
and  Fifth  Avenue,  known  as  the  Sherwood  Memorial  Eye  Infirmary, 
Dr.  A.  Scott  being  the  head  physician,  I  went  there.  I  "can  honestly 
say  that  everything  known  to  the  medical  profession  was  tried  by  Dr. 
Scott.  After  one  year  and  a  half  of  faithful  service  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  could  do  no  more,  and  said  that  unless  God  per- 
formed a  miracle  I  would  become  blind. 

Shortly  after  this  I  heard  of  Christian  Science,  and  remembering  Dr. 
Scott's  statement,  I  investigated  it  to  see  if  there  was  any  help  for  me. 
I  was  also  told  by  the  above-named  physician  that  the  sight  of  one  eye 
was  gone  and  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  with  the  other.  Indeed, 
my  whole  head  was  so  affected  that  for  eight  months  previous  to  my 
coming  into  Christian  Science  I  Vi'as  attended  by  two  physicians  daily, 
Dr.  Scott  for  my  eyes  and  Dr.  A.  Kuntz  for  my  head.  Fearing  that  I 
might  lose  my  mind,  the  latter  often  put  leeches  on  my  temples  to 
draw  off  the  blood.  I  was  warned  by  Dr.  Scott  never  to  neglect  my  eyes 
even  for  one  day,  as  it  might  prove  fatal.  With  this  thought  I  took  up 
Christian  Science,  and  three  weeks  later,  not  having  sufficient  under- 
standing of  the  Truth,  as  taught  in  Science  and  Health,  with  Key  to  the 
Scriptures,  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  to  overcome  the  fear  produced  by  the 
doctor's  verdict.  I  became  totally  blind.  I  remained  in  this  condition 
for  three  months,  when  the  light  began  to  dawn  upon  me  and  gradually 
I  was  able  to  go  alone.  About  a  year  later  I  called  on  Dr.  Scott  and 
told  him  what  I  had  done.  I  shall  never  forget  the  tears  of  joy  he 
shed  when  I  explained  to  him  that  I  was  no  longer  discouraged  nor 
despondent  and  that  I  wanted  to  live.  Although  he  was  sure,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  of  the  eyes  whi'e  under  his  care,  that  if  the  vision 
were  ever  destroyed  nothing  could  possibly  restore  it,  when  he  was  told 
that  after  being  blind  for  three  months  I  was  able  to  see  he  was  honest 
and  good  enough  to  acknowledge  the  power  of  God  as  taught  In  Chris- 
tian Science. 

In  conclusion,  will  say  that  for  over  16  years  I  have  relied  wholly  on 
Christian  Science  for  every  discordant  condition  that  has  presented 
itself,  and  can  honestly  say  that  I  am  younger,  healthier,  and  happier 
than  I  had  ever  hoped  to  be. 

Sincerely  yours,  Mrs.  Nina  Eckstein, 

70  Lenox  Street,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Although  I  am  not  a  Christian  Scientist,  I  know  the  above  statement 
of  my  sister-in-law's  healing  to  be  absolutely  true. 

H.  W.  Seide. 

(32)    MKS.   LILLTE   D.  ATKINSON  DEAFNESS. 

When  about  18  years  of  age  my  parents  discovered  that  I  was  becom- 
ing deaf,  and  at  once  placed  me  in  the  bauds  of  a  specialist.  For  a 
period  of  about  nine  years  I  was  treated  by  almost  as  many  physicians, 
but  without  relief  ;  in  fact,  I  became  almost  totally  deaf.  Eight  years 
ago  last  May  I  went  to  Dr.  Frank  Crouch,  one  of  the  most  noted  spe- 
cialists of  Baltimore,  Md.  After  a  thorough  examination  he  told  me 
that  the  deafness  was  caused  by  a  gradual  weakening  of  the  auditory 
nerves,  and  that  in  a  very  short  time  I  would  be  totally  deaf. 

I  immediately  took  up  the  study  of  Christian  Science,  and  my  hear- 
ing has  been  restored  so  that  I  can  hear  ordinary  conversation  without 

7.5560— 14,'?69 


55 


the  least  difficulty.  Along  with  this  healing  came  healing  of  my  eyes, 
and  I  was  able  to  dispense  with  glasses,  which  I  had  worn  for  10  years, 
besides  being  healed  of  an  afEection  of  the  kidneys,  for  which  an  opera- 
tion had  been  advised,  and  a  supposedly  incural)le  skin  disease  of  life- 
long standing. 

Very  truly  yours,  Mrs.  Dillib  D.  Atkinson, 

im  N  Street,  Washinijtoii,  D.  U. 

October  9,  1914. 

(33)  william  h.  sbtfried  necrosis  of  bones  op  tim  chest. 

New  London,  Conn.,  Octoher  IS,  19U. 

By  this  letter  I  desire  to  testify  to  my  personal  experience  and  to  the 
efficacy  of  Christian  Science  as  a  healing  agency  when  at  death's  door. 

In  .lune,  1903,  I  was  taken  down  with  typhoid  fever  while  playing 
an  engagement  at  the  Atlantic  Highlands  Casino  as  musical  director. 
During  my  illness  that  season  the  board  of  governors  did  everything  pos- 
sible to  make  me  comfortable  and  furnished  me  with  the  best  medical 
aid  obtainable.  My  local  physician  being  Dr.  Van  Slater,  of  Atlantic 
Highlands.  When  my  condition  permitted,  I  was  removed  to  my  home 
In  'New  York  City  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  take  my  usual  winter 
engagement,  but  my  convalescence  was  very  slow.  In  November  of  the 
same  year  I  had  severe  pains  in  my  chest,  and  finally  after  our  family 
physician's  examination  (Dr.  Gilday,  of  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  staff. 
Bast  Thirty-fourth  Street,  New  York  City),  it  was  said  that  there  wag 
a  growth  on  my  chest  which  must  be  removed  by  an  operation.  When 
this  was  over,  I  was  informed  that  the  operation,  which  took  plac& 
in  Dr.  Gilday's  office,  had  disclosed  a  serious  affection  of  the  bone. 

I  kept  putting  off  the  question,  however,  until  after  another  examina- 
tion in  April,  1904,  when  I  went  to  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  for  my 
second  operation.  This  time  the  surgeons  removed  not  only  part  of  the 
center  sternum,  or  breastbone,  but  also  one  rib.  The  wound  not  heal- 
ing, I  became  very  much  disheartened,  and  in  November  of  the  same 
year  I  went  to  a  specialist.  Dr.  William  Tillinghast  Bull,  who  said 
after  an  examination  that  another  operation  was  the  only  thing. 

A  few  days  before  Thanksgiving  Day  found  me  in  Dr.  Bull's  sani- 
tarium for  my  third  operation,  and  this  time  a  second  and  third  rib 
were  removed,  leaving  me  weaker  than  ever.  This  operation  was  per- 
formed by  Drs.  Bull,  Walker,  and  Denton.  Now  came  the  time  for  me 
to  go  about  with  a  cane,  with  one  of  my  family  as  an  escort,  and  I 
often  prayed  to  be  taken  out  of  such  misery. 

January,  1905,  found  me  back  in  the  same  sanitarium  for  the  fourth 
operation  within  less  than  a  year.  In  this  last  experience  two  more 
ribs  were  removed,  and  left  me  in  a  dreadful  condition ;  and  about 
the  1st  of  March  my  dear  friend  Dr.  Bull  gave  me  up,  saying  twice  to 
me  while  dressing  my  wounds :  "  Can't  you  think  of  something  else 
you  might  try.  or  some  other  doctor?"  When  I  returned  home  I  pon- 
dered over  this  question,  but  concluded  I  had  had  about  all  the  cruel 
steel  I  could  endure  ;  in  fact,  my  surgeon  told  me  once  I  bad  better 
arrange  my  personal  affairs,  as  bone  necrosis  was  incurable  when  in 
such  an  advanced  stage  as  mine. 

Shortly  after  this  a  friend  called  and  asked  my  good  wife  to  have 
me  try  Christian  Science.  I  was  approached  on  the  subiect,  and,  think- 
ing it  over,  it  came  to  me  that  if  Christian  Science  did  me  no  good  it 
certainly  could  do  me  no  harm,  and  the  more  I  thought  of  it  the  more 
I  felt  like  trying  it.  Very  rarely  was  I  permitted  to  go  from  home 
to  the  surgeon's  office,  unless  one  of  my  family  accompanied  me  ;  but 
one  day  something  happened  that  I  went  alone,  and  when  I  came  out 
of  the  surgeon's  office  I  stood  at  Herald  Square  with  tears  streaming 
down  my  cheeks,  confronted  with  the  prospect  before  me  of  trying 
surgery  again,  and  this  time  still  another  rib  was  to  be  removed.  But 
remembering  my  firm  resolution  not  to  have  any  more  operations,  my 
heart  filled  to  the  brim  with  discouragement,  these  thoughts  presented 
themselves  to  me  :  Will  you  try  Christian  Science,  or  will  you  submit  to 
another  operation?  As  I  could  not  take  any  chances  in  a  crowded 
Broadway  car,  I  walked  with  great  difhculty  to  a  Christian  Science 
practitioner's  office  in  Forty-second  Street. 

It  was  on  a  Saturday  that  I  had  ray  first  Christian  Science  treat- 
ment, and  every  da.y  I  went  to  my  practitioner's  office,  and  on  the 
following  Thursday  I  had  left  off  the  corset-fashioned  bandage  which  I 
had  worn  over  six  months.  It  was  cold  weather  in  March,  and  I  ques- 
tioned whether  I  should  leave  it  off  or  undress  and  put  it  on  ;  however, 
I  did  not  put  it  on.  On  Friday  of  that  same  week  I  had  no  cane  to 
carry,  and  the  week  following  the  exposed  rib  which  was  to  have  been 
next  operated  upon  was  entirely  covered. 

The  next  thing  that  happened  came,  as  a  surprise  to  my  friends.  It 
was  well  known  that  I  had  worn  glasses  for  12  years.    It  is  now  over 
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9  years  since  my  healing  in  Cbristian  Science,  in  which  time  I  have 
felt  no  need  of  glasses,  nor  has  my  health  ever  failed  me  once  in  that 
time.  I  know  no  fatigue  or  weakness,  which  I  attribute  to  the  healing 
preventive  as  taught  me  in  the  Science  of  Christ. 

llorc  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  all  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who 
attended  me  through  many  years  of  sickness  were  working  diligently 
to  make  me  a  well  man — for  some  were  very  dear,  personal  friends — ■ 
and  I  wish  to  express  my  love  for  and  appreciation  of  these  gentlemen. 
I  know  that  they  and  the  nurses  did  the  best  they  knew  ;  but.  notwith- 
standing, tbey  could  give  me  no  assurance  of  restored  health. 

It  is  in  gratitude  for  my  splendid  recovery  and  with  the  hope  that 
this  testimony  may  help  others  to  understand  the  healing  efficacy 
of  prayer  as  taught  in  Christian  Science  that  I  submit  these  state- 
ments to  you. 

Very  sincerely,  Wii.  H.  Seyfribd. 

I  hereby  wish  to  indorse  all  the  statements  made  by  my  husband  in 
the  accompanying  testimony.  From  my  own  personal  knowledge  and 
observation  I  realize  "  the  half  has  not  been  told  "  of  this  wonderful 
recovery  from  what  seemed  to  be  certain  death. 

'  Anna  M.  Seyfried. 

(34)  child  op  mr.  and  mrs.  walter  t.  trittipoe  epilepsy. 

September  1.5,  1912,  our  little  girl  came  home  from  a  three  months' 
visit  to  Virginia  very  nervous,  and  grew  much  v/orse  daily.  We  called 
a  physician  (Dr.  Chadwick,  the  Burlington),  and  he  in  turn  ordered  us 
to  get  our  family  physician,  who  was  sick  himself  when  we  first  sought 
medical  treatment  for  the  little  one,  namely.  Dr.  E.  L.  Mason,  the 
Portner,  and  the  two  of  them  consulted  a  third  physician.  After 
several  weeks'  treatment,  the  medicine  being  changed  three  to  four 
times  a  week,  they  rgreed  that  it  was  a  very  pronounced  case  of  epilepsy 
and  assured  us  that  there  was  no  hope  for  the  child,  who,  by  the  15th 
cf  December,  was  having  from  20  to  30  spasms  in  24  hours,  in  some 
of  which  we  could  scarcely  detect  any  signs  of  life  whatever,  the 
doctor  remarking  that  the  only  relief  for  us  or  the  child  would  be  in 
its  death.  About  December  20,  1912,  on  the  advice  of  some  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  were  not  Christian  Scientists,  we  sought  a 
Christian  Science  practitioner.  Within  the  space  of  two  weeks  the 
little  girl  was  sleeping  fine  rf  nights  and  before  the  15th  of  .January, 
191.3,  she  was  absolutely  well.  Neai-ly  two  years  have  passed,  the 
little  one  is  well,  is  enrolled  in  the  Christian  Science  Sunday  School, 
and  attending  the  public  school  every  school  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  T,  Trittipoe, 
1105  N  Street  NW.,  Washington,  D.  O. 

November  3,  1914. 

(35)  mary  s.  cook  locomotor  ataxia. 

In  October,  1907,  I  was  taken  very  seriously  ill  with  peritonitis, 
and  while  still  laboring  under  this  claim  I  was  attacked  with  a  severe 
nervous  aflliction,  rne  of  the  manifestations  of  which  was  very  severe 
pains  in  my  lower  limbs.  The  diagnosis  of  my  trouble  by  the  physicians 
of  the  health  resort  at  which  I  was  staying  was  rheumatism.  The 
pain  was  so  intense  that  it  became  necessary  to  keep  me  under  the 
influence  of  morphine  most  of  the  time.  Upon  my  return  to  my  home 
my  family  physician  pronounced  my  trouble  to  be  neuralcia,  and  still 
continued  the  morphine  treatment.  Later  our  local  physicians  de- 
termined that  I  was  suffering  from  neuritis,  which  they  thou-,ht  was 
superinduced  by  eye  strain,  and  they  recommended  that  I  consult  a 
noted  eye  specialist  in  Philadelphia,  which  was  done  without  any 
relief,  although  glasses  were  prescribed  and  I  was  assured  that  they 
would  give  the  desired  relief. 

While  in  the  East  another  physician  was  consulted,  who  diagnosed  my 
trouble  to  be  multiple-neuritis,  and  upon  my  return  home  our  local 
physicians  agreed  with  this  diagnosis.  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  and 
conditions  grew  constantly  worse,  and  specialists  were  called  in  from 
many  different  parts  of  the  country.  This  was  the  condition  for  about 
four"  or  five  months,  during  all  of  which  time  I  was  almost  co  nstantly 
under  the  influence  of  morphine.  Finally  at  a  consultation  of  physicians 
It  was  announced  that  I  had  locomotor  ataxia  and  that  my  chances  of 
getting  well  were  very  slight  indeed,  and  that  if  I  should  get  well  I 
would  never  be  able  to  walk  again.  About  this  time  morphine  ceased 
to  affect  me,  and  it  became  necessary  to  chloroform  me  several  times 
a  day.  Things  went  on  like  this  for  several  months  until  I  became 
insane  and  almost  totally  paralyzed,  and  was  given  up  to  die  by  u 
consultation  of  phvsicians. 

After  the  phvsicians  gave  up  and  it  was  thought  to  be  only  a  ques- 
tion of  hours  before  I  would  pass  on,  it  was  decided  to  try  Christian 
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Science.  A  practitioner  was  called  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1908,  and 
about  three  days  later  my  mind  was  entirely  clear,  and  in  less  than  a 
month  I  was  out  ridins;.  Being  uuable  to  walk,  I  was  carried  every 
place  for  about  six  weeks  ;  then  I  learned  to  walk,  like  a  child  taking 
his  first  steps.  I  finally  walked  and  enjoyed  perfect  health,  and  have 
done  so  ever  since  that  time. 

Mart  S.  Cook, 
1S9  West  Rayen  Avenue,  Youngatown,  Ohio. 

(36)    M.iEY  E.  EOnr.ER  DEAFNESS. 

As  a  result  of  brain  fever  when  a  small  child,  abscesses  formed  in  both 
ears,  perforatins  the  drums  and  in  a  tew  years  causing  deafness.  This 
condition  existed  about  20  years,  and  at  the  time  that  I  first  heard  of 
Christian  Science  I  had  never  used  a  telephone,  conversation  at  my 
own  dining  table  was  almost  an  impossibility,  and  for  nine  years  I  sat 
before  a  Presbyterian  minister  and  never  heard  a  single  sermon  he 
preached.  The  first  time  I  attended  a  Christian  Science  service  the 
only  sound  1  was  able  to  hear  was  that  of  the  congregational  singing. 

I  begai  treatment  in  Christian  Science  about  eight  years  ago,  and 
now  through  Christian  Science  I  am  able  to  hear  not  only  all  of  the 
Siuiday  service,  but  also  mcst  or  the  testimonials  given  at  our  Wednes- 
day evening  meetings,  .-\bout  two  years  ago  some  was  hardened  in  the 
interior  of  the  ears,  which  I  could  not  remove,  and  I  was  advised  to  go 
to  a  physician  and  have  it  removed.  I  did  so.  and  when  the  physician 
locked  into  my  eai-s  he  said  that  the  scars  on  the  ear  drums  showed 
whore  the  perforations  had  been,  but  that  the  drums  were  perfectly 
healed  and  there  was  no  reason  from  a  medical  standpoint  why  I 
should  not  hear  perfectly.  He  expressed  himself  as  regarding  the  heal- 
ing as  a  most  remarkable  one 

Mabt  E.  Bohrer, 
S2S  Virginia  Avenue         WasJiinrjion,  D.  0. 

Decehbek  18,  1914. 

]\rr.  Tiesident,  to  summarize  the  cases  of  healing  I  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  and  the  number  of  each  of  the  mentioned 
diseases,  they  inchide  57  cases,  covering  36  distinct  diseases,  and 
the  number  of  each  kind  shown  to  have  been  healed  are  almost, 
if  not  all  of  them,  regarded  as  incnra.ble  by  medicine  or  surgery, 
and  diagnosed  as  such  by  competent  physicians.  They  are  as 
follows : 


Tuberculos's   7 

Drink  habit   3 

l  >rug  habit   2 

Kidney  disease   6 

Cancer   10 

Tumor   7 

Dnnble  curvature  of  spine   2 

Asthma   1 

Nervous  prostration   1 

Neuralgia   1 

Organic  heart  disease   1 

Rheumatic  gout   1 

Ulceration  of  stomach   1 

Accidental  injuries   1 

Locomotor  ataxia   3 

Malformation  cf  children   3 

Chronic  constipation 


Insomnia   1 

Diabetes   2 

Pemphigus   1 

Lead  poisoning   1 

Valvular  heart  disease   1 

Paralysis   1 

Chronic  myelitis   1 

Gallstones   1 

Lung  trouble   1 

Bright's  disease   1 

Multiple  neuritis   1 

Tobacco  beart   1 

Rheumatism   3 

Blindness    1 

Deafness   2 

Necrosis  of  chest  bones   1 

Epilepsy   1 

Appendicitis   1 


Indigestion   1 

Many  good  people  who  do  not  believe  in  Christian  Science 
concede  willingly  |-har  it  is  doing  great  good  in  bringing  con- 
solation and  good  cheer  to  the  bereaved  and  disconsolate,  allay- 
ing fear,  and  healing  functional  or  imaginary  diseases,  but  deny 
its  power  to  heal  organic  diseases.  For  these  they  still  believe 
resort  to  the  medical  practitioner  is  necessary.  In  the  cases  I 
have  given  not  one  is  of  the  kind  to  which  it  is  thus  conceded 
Christian  Science  may  successfully  minister.  Of  such  as  these 
cases  by  the  thousands  might  be  cited.  But  they  can  be  healed 
by  the  medical  doctor  with  his  drugs  or  his  bread  pills.  The 
great  work  of  Christian  Science,  as  I  have  shown,  is  in  the 
healing  of  organic  diseases  given  up  by  the  doctors  as  Incurable. 
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Mr.  President,  it  is  this  kind,  of  beneficent  and  humane  work 
that  tlie  doctors  and  others  are  trying  by  every  means  within 
their  power  to  suppress  by  law  and  by  regulations  of  the  Public 
Health  Service.  And  incomprehensible  as  it  may  seem,  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  various  departments  is  aiding  and  abetting  this 
nn.iust  persecution  of  people  who  are  endeavoring  to  ameliorate 
the  suffering  and  sorrows  of  their  fellow  men,  redeem  them  from 
tlieir  sins,  and  heal  them  of  their  diseases.  The  work  of  Chris- 
tian Science  is  too  well  known  now  for  any  intelligent  man  to 
say  that  he  does  not  know  of  its  good  work.  If  anyone  does 
not,  it  is  his  own  fault.  Its  beneficial  ministrations  have  ex- 
tended all  over  the  civilized  world.  Its  workers  can  be  found 
everywhere.  Through  bias  and  prejudice  men  may  go  blindly 
on  and  deny  its  efficacy.  But  if  they  do,  it  is  either  through 
willful  prejudice  and  intolerance  or  ignorance,  for  which  there 
is  no  valid  excuse.  Men  continue  to  denounce  and  ridicule  not 
what  Christian  Science  is  but  what  they  think  or  have  been 
told  it  is.  But  the  opposition  to  it  no  longer  comes  from  broad- 
minded,  tolerant,  and  intelligent  people  who  are  informed  of 
its  methods  and  its  fruits,  but  from  those  who  are  not  informed 
or  those  who  are  wilfully  blind  to  its  beneficent  work  or  those 
who  are  interested  in  preventing  the  continuance  of  its  activities 
for  selfish  reasons  of  their  own. 

There  can  be  no  better  place  to  discuss  its  merits  and  expose 
the  sources  from  which  this  opposition  comes  than  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  where  broad-minded,  tolerant  men  sit  in 
judgment  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American  citizens  and 
make  laws  to  protect  and  preserve  those  rights  inviolate.  It 
is  this  fact  and  the  fact  that  proposed  laws  restrictive  of  tlie 
rights  of  Christian  Science  are  now  pending  before  this  body 
that  have  emboldened  me  to  speak  freely  and  candidly  in  de- 
fense of  those  rights  and  the  riglits  of  common  humanity. 

Healings  Recorded  in  the  Bible, 

Mr.  President,  such  healings  as  I  have  been  relating  and  by 
the  means  indicated  are  not  new.  Christian  Scientists  have  no 
monopoly  on  divine  healing.  It  is  a  remedy  open  to  all  men 
who  in  the  right  spirit  seek  or  give  relief.  It  may  be  adminis- 
tered by  anyone  possessed  of  sufficient  understanding,  consecra- 
tion to  the  work,  and  faith  in  the  liealing  power.  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  practiced  it  centuries  ago.  He  commanded  his  twelve 
disciples : 

Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  leper,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils ; 
freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give. 

After  appointing  the  additional  70,  He  imposed  upon  them  the 

same  duty  to  mankind  and  his  commands  were  faithfully 

observed.    He  said : 

He  that  believeth  on  me  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also,  and 
greater  worlcs  than  these  shall  he  do  because  I  go  unto  my  Father. 

I  am  not  going  to  detain  the  Senate  by  any  extended  com- 
ments on  the  healings  performed  by  the  Nazarene.  I  assume 
that  every  Member  of  this  body  is  familiar  enough  with  the 
Bible  to  know  of  His  healing  worlc  I  refer  briefly  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  recorded  that  He  healed  the  following  diseases  spe- 
cifically mentioned :  Leprosy,  palsy,  fever,  insanity,  issue  of 
blood  for  12  years,  blindness,  dumbness,  withered  hand,  paral- 
ysis, both  blindness  and  dumbness  in  the  same  person,  gx'eat 
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multitudes  of  the  lame,  blind,  dumb,  maimed,  and  many  others, 
impediment  of  speech,  epilepsy,  and  dropsy ;  and  that  He  healed 
all  manner  of  diseases  and  raised  some  from  the  de;!d. 

In  His  great  work  of  healing  He  resorted  to  neither  drugs  nor 
the  surgeon's  knife,  neither  did  He  recommend  or  recognize  any 
such  remedies. 

Before  and  after  His  crucifixion  this  same  work  of  healing 
was  done  not  only  by  His  disciples  but  by  others.  At  the  gate 
of  the  temple  beautiful  Peter  healed  the  man  lame  from  his 
mother's  womb,  and  the  people  "  brought  forth  the  sick  into 
the  streets  and  laid  them  on  beds  and  couches  that  at  least  the 
shadow  of  Peter,  passing  by,  might  overshadow  some  of  them. 
There  came  also  a  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round  about 
Jerusalem  bringing  sick  folk,  and  them  which  were  vexed  with 
unclean  spirits  and  they  were  healed  everyo»." 

And  for  this  the  high  priests  were  filled  with  indignation  and 
laid  hands  on  him  and  his  companion.  John,  and  put  them  in 
the  common  jail.  But  they  continued  their  work,  saying :  "  We 
ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men,"  and  "'  they  beat  them  and 
let  them  go."  For  like  work  Stephen  was  stoned  to  death. 
Philip,  in  the  city  of  Samaria,  "  cast  out  unclean  spirits  and 
healed  many,  and  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city."  At  Lydda 
Peter  healed  the  man  ^.^Ilneas,  who  had  kept  his  bed  for  eight 
years  and  was  sick  of  the  palsy,  and  raised  Dorcas  from  the 
dead. 

For  this  and  his  teachings  Peter  was  thrown  into  jail,  but 
escaped,  and  James  for  like  reason  was  slain  by  the  sword.  In 
Lys-tra  Paul  healed  the  man,  impotent  in  his  feet,  from  his 
mother's  womb.  For  his  work  Paul  was  stoned  and  left  for 
dead,  and  later  he  and  Barnabas  were  imprisoned  and  put  in 
the  stocks. 

3Ir.  President,  these  devout  and  consecrated  men  were  perse- 
cuted, imprisoned,  and  some  of  them  put  to  death  because  of 
their  teachings  and  the.r  beneficent  work  for  mankind.  Jesus, 
who  taught  and  practiced  this  method  of  healing,  was  perse- 
cuted, imprisoned,  and  finally  crucified.  His  followers,  follow- 
ing in  His  footsteps  and  endeavoring  to  fulfill  His  commands, 
met  a  Lke  fate.  This  was  centuries  ago.  But  the  spirit  of  in- 
tolerance and  persecution  survives  the  years.  The  men  and 
women  of  to-day,  who  are  conscientiously  trying  to  carry  out 
His  injunction,  laid  upon  all  men,  to  heal  the  sick,  are  perse- 
cuted and  imprisoned  as  He  and  His  disciples  were  persecuted 
and  imprisoned.  If  they  were  here  to-day  doing  the  work  of 
healing  that  they  did  then,  they  would  be  subject  to  fine  and  im- 
prisonment under  the  laws  of  some  of  the  States.  They  would 
have  been  held  criminals  under  the  laws  of  still  other  States 
if  they  had  healed  the  sick  without  first  procuring  a  license 
from  an  examining  board  of  doctors.  How  absurd  this  appears 
when  applied  to  the  original  Teacher  of  this  mode  of  healing 
and  His  disciples.  But,  sir,  it  would  have  been  no  more  ab- 
surd, no  more  cruel,  no  more  unjust  than  it  is  to-day  as  applied 
to  those  who  are  conscientiously  endeavoring  to  do  this  same 
work  of  healing  and  with  such  results  as  I  have  been  present- 
ing to  the  Senate. 

I  have  given  but  few  of  the  cases  of  healing  recorded  in  the 
Bible,  as  I  have  of  those  of  this  later  time.  There  were  multi- 
tudes healed  then,  and  of  all  manner  of  diseases,  just  as  at  the 
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present  time.  I  might  follow  up  this  work  of  healing  for  at 
least  300  years  after  the  crucifixion.  In  Gibbon's  History  of 
Rome  it  is  recorded  that  such  healings  occurred  long  after  the 
crucifixion  and  long  after  all  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus  had 
passed  away.  The  work  of  healing  that  is  now  going  on  is 
only  a  renewal  of  the  methods  then  practiced.  It  is  not  new. 
It  is  as  old  as  the  Christian  religion. 
What  tlie  Boctors  are  Doing'  to  Maintain  Their  Monopoly. 

Mr.  President,  on  a  previous  occasion  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  extent  to  which  doctors  are  going  to  secure 
monopolistic  control  of  all  medical  and  healing  activities.  But 
the  efforts  of  certain  doctors  ha'se  increased  of  late  rather  than 
diminished.  They  are  not  content  to  follow  their  profession, 
to  which  no  one  would  object.  The  most  of  the  people  of  this 
country  still  desire  the  services  of  the  medical  practitioner, 
though  the  number  is  steadily  growing  less  as  people  learn 
how  little  help  they  caji  get  from  that  source  in  time  of  sickness 
and  disease.  But  so  long  as  anyone  believes  in  medicine  or 
surgery  as  a  means  of  healing  disease  he  is  entitled  to  have  it, 
and  neither  the  Goveinment  nor  anyone  else  has  any  right  to 
deny  him  what  he  wants.  And  no  oue  will  deny,  not  even  those 
who  have  no  faith  in  drug  healing,  that  the  medical  doctors  are 
doing  great  good  and  alleviating  much  human  suffering. 

Therefore  the  right  of  the  doctor  to  practice  his  profession, 
and  of  those  who  desire  his  services  to  go  to  him  for  help, 
should  be  je;i!ously  preserved  and  protected.  Not  only  that,  but 
the  efforts  of  the  American  JMedical  Association  to  educate  the 
members  of  their  profession,  elevate  the  standard  of  medical 
practice,  and  render  the  work  of  its  members  more  iatelligent 
and  elTective  are  to  be  highly  commended.  I  presume  nobody 
would  complain  of  that.  Certajnly  I  do  not.  It  is  the  constant 
and  often  unwarranted  efforts  made  by  some,  not  all,  of  the 
members  of  that  association  who  control  its  policies  and  meth- 
ods, to  secure  legislation  beneficial  to  themselves  at  the  expense 
of  others,  in  violation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  other 
people,  and  detrimental  to  their  interests  that  has  aroused 
deep-seated  and  determined  opposition  to  their  methods.  By 
such  methods  they  have  materially  injured  the  reputation  of 
the  whole  medical  profession  of  their  school,  and  the  associa- 
tion has  been  falling  off  in  its  membership.  In  the  report  made 
by  the  president  of  the  association  at  its  meeting  at  Atlantic 
City  June  15,  1012,  it  was  said  on  this  subject  of  membership, 
among  other  things : 

The  number  of  members  May  1,  1011,  was  33,960  ;  299  members  have 
died,  1,;'.01  members  have  resigned,  500  members  have  been  dropped  as 
uoneligible,  and  1,9S7  have  been  dropped  for  nonpayment  of  dues,  and 
64  reported  not  found,  making  a  total  of  names  to  be  deducted 

from  the  membership  list.  There  have  been  added  3,474  to  the  mem- 
bership roll,  of  -which  2.253  were  transferred  from  the  subscription  list. 
The  membership  of  the  Ameiican  Medical  Association  May  1,  1912,  is 
34,283.  There  have  resigned  from  the  association  In  the  past  four 
years  4,899  ;  there  have  been  dropped  for  the  nonpayment  of  dues  2,726, 
making  a  total  of  7,635  members  taken  out  of  the  association.  Why? 
This  means  an  annual  loss  to  the  association  in  dues  alone  of  .'i;38,175, 
and  a  still  greater  loss  in  prestige  and  education.  No  business  house 
would  permit  such  a  loss  of  patronage  without  the  closest  scrutiny  and 
the  most  careful  analysis. 

Mr.  President,  much  of  the  opposition  to  legi-slation  favoring 
and  extending  the  power  of  the  regular  school  of  medicine  has 
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been  aroused  by  the  proposal  in  the  Owen  bill  to  establish  a 
department  of  health,  with  its  head  a  member  of  the  President's 
Cabinet,  and  some  of  the  matter  I  shall  submit  will  relate  spe- 
ciflcally  to  that  bill.  But  it  is  only  a  part  of  a  general  scheme 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Medical  Association  to  intrench 
its  school  of  medicine  in  power  in  both  State  and  National 
affairs.  It  has  worlied  through  various  channels  to  manufacture 
sentiment  in  favor  of  its  legislation.  The  teachers  in  the  vari- 
ous schools,  public  and  private,  and  the  woman's  clubs  through- 
out the  country  have  been  the  victims  of  its  selfish  efforts  in 
this  direction.  In  some  instances  they  have  had  the  good  sense 
to  refuse  to  be  made  parties  to  the  scheme,  as  I  shall  presently 
show.  But  a  good  many  others,  including  the  National  Bureau 
of  Education,  have  succumbed  to  its  influence  and  become  the 
advocates  of  unjust  itnd  undesirable  legislation. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  activity  of  the  doctors  in  their  efforts 
to  secure  the  passage  of  the  Owen  bill,  let  me  quote  an  account 
furnishe<.l  me  of  a  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club,  at 
which  the  bill  was  considered: 

For  the  third  time  within  a  year  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club  dis- 
cussed the  Owen  blli  Wednesday,  January  22.  The  advocates  of  the 
measure  brought  all  of  their  inlluence  and  their  strong  forces  to  obtain 
an  Indorsement.  Dr.  Charles  A.  L.  Reed  was  brought  from  Cinciunati 
to  spealt.  Dr.  John  B.  Murphy,  ex-president  of  the  American  Jledical 
Association,  who  has  been  the  leader  of  the  campaign  to  olitain  a 
national  department  of  health,  with  Dr.  C.  A.  L.  Reed  as  his  principal 
lieutenant,  was  there.  Dr.  W.  A.  Evans,  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  was 
on  hand.    All  spoke. 

Dr.  Mary  McEwen,  chairman  of  the  legislative  committee  of  the 
General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  and  also  of  the  Illinois  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  was  present  and  told  the  Chicago  Woman's 
Club  that  as  the  two  great  central  organizations  had  investigated  and 
Indorsed  a  national  health  department  there  was  nothing  for  *the 
Chicago  Woman's  Club  to  do  but  to  pass  resolutions  favoring  a  national 
department  of  health.  Dr.  Anna  Blount,  chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  of  the  Chicago  Wom.in's  Club,  approved  what  Dr.  McEwen 
had  said,  and  pointed  to  the  indorsement  of  the  Owen  bill  by  her  com- 
mittee by  a  vote  of  4  to  3.  Dr.  Rachel  Yarros  also  spoke  as'  a  member 
of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club  for  the  bill. 

The  opposition  was  participated  in  by  Mrs.  Grace  Wilber  Trout, 
Mrs.  Linda  Prussing  Azemar,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Cane,  Mrs.  Florence  Pot- 
ter Seaton,  Dr.  Frances  D.  Bloomington,  Dr.  Mary  Elizabeth  Manks, 
Mrs.  Bernadotte  K.  Sodon,  and  Mrs.  Katherine  Knowles  Robbins.  Dr. 
A.  C.  Tenney  was  the  only  outside  speaker,  and  as  a  guest  he  was 
allotted  five  minutes.  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Wright,  member  of  the  legis- 
lative committee,  presented  the  minority  report  against  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  Owen  bill. 

Mrs.  Trout  made  the  hit  of  the  day  by  declaring  that  "  we  have  been 
fighting  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  political  boss  and  the  commercial  boss, 
but  now  you  propose  to  saddle  upon  us  a  medical  boss." 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  the  guests  were  requested  to 
withdraw  and  the  voting  began.  The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  legislative  committee  indorsing  the  Owen  bill  was  defeated  by  a 
vote  of  2  to  1.  The  motion  to  adopt  resolutions  similar  to  those 
passed  by  the  General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  and  the  Illinois 
Federation  was  then  made  by  Dr.  Yarros,  but  the  club  adjourned  be- 
fore they  were  acted  upon. 

In  view  of  the  great  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  membois  of 
the  club  by  the  speakers  of  the  day,  the  women  who  opposed  the  steam 
roller  of  the  American  Medical  Association  certainly  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  success  they  achieved.  The  Illinois  branch  of  the 
National  League  for  Medical  Freedom  contributed  toward  that  success 
by  advice  and  literature,  which  were  supplied  to  various  members  of  the 
Chicago  Woman's  Club  upon  request. 

Mr.  President,  the  efforts  being  made  to  control  all  health 
activities  extend  to  the  management  of  the  schools  as  well  as 
the  homes  of  the  people.    Sex  hygiene,  compulsory  physical 
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examination  of  school  children,  vaccination,  the  use  of  various 
serums,  eugenic  marriages,  and  many  otlier  fads  and  fancies 
intended  to  increase  the  power  and  the  emoluments  of  the 
medical  doctors,  are  being  forced  upon  unwilling  victims  by 
the  enactment  of  unjust  and  unnecessary  laws  and  by  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  National  Public  Health  Service  and 
State  and  county  boards  of  health.  It  is  an  intolerable  condi- 
tion that  is  meeting  with  earnest  and  determined  opposition 
on  the  part  of  people  who  believe  in  personal  liberty. 

The  strictures  upon  the  so-called  political  doctors  are  fully 
justified  by  some  of  their  methods  and  the  means  to  which 
they  have  resorted  to  satisfy  their  selfish  desire  to  maintain 
and  strengthen  their  hold  on  deluded  people  who  depend  on 
medical  doctors  for  the  healing  of  sickness  and  disease.  They 
have  sought  to  obtain  laws  and  make  health  regulations  that 
would  place  the  school  and  the  home,  as  well  as  private  prac- 
tice,- completely  under  their  control  and  domination.  They 
make  the  false  cry  that  others  are  seeking  vicious  legislation, 
and  maintain  that  all  physicians  of  their  school  should  unite 
to  prevent  the  making  of  such  laws,  when  they  are  the  only 
people  who  are  seeking  such  laws  as  will  give  them  a  monopoly 
of  healing  and  at  the  same  time  make  it  unlawful  for  anyone 
else  to  engage  in  any  such  practice.  Their  object  is  not  to 
serve  the  public  good  but  to  preserve  their  hold  on  the  people 
and  maintain  their  profits.  They  have  seen  other  means  of 
healing  extending  to  a  degree  that  is  destined  to  ruin  their 
practice  and  destroy  the  influence  and  power  of  the  "  regular 
doctors."  They  are  striving  by  every  possible  means  to  hold 
their  people  together,  and  thus  destroy  all  others  who  seek,  by 
other  means  than  their  own,  to  heal  disease.  Above  all  things 
they  want  the  help  of  the  lawmaking  departments  of  State 
and  Nation.  To  obtain  it  they  bring  to  bear  wherever  possible 
the  influence  of  teachers  and  educational  bodies,  civic  organiza- 
tions, women's  clubs,  and  any  others  they  can  reach.  In  this 
they  have  sometimes  failed,  but  too  often  they  have  succeeded. 
Legislative  bodies  have  been  subservient  to  their  schemes 
altogether  too  often.  The  National  Government  with  all  its 
power  and  influence  is  supporting  their  efforts  and  supplying 
over  $20,000,000  a  year  to  these  same  "  regular  doctors "  to 
spend  as  they  see  fit.  In  some  of  the  States  the  practice  of  other 
methods  of  healing  is  made  a  criminal  offense  through  the 
machinations  of  these  same  doctors.  In  others  it  is  made  a 
criminal  offense  for  a  Christian  Scientist  to  charge  a  fee  for 
healing  disease  in  his  way.  Of  course,  the  doctors,  who  alone 
have  secured  the  enactment  of  these  prohibitory  laws,  care 
nothing  about  whether  these  practitioners  charge  or  accept  a 
fee  or  not.  The  sole  object  of  such  laws  is  to  prevent  them 
from  pi-acticing  at  all. 

The  two  great  States  of  New  York  and  Ohio,  where  hundreds 
of  healings  by  this  means — many  of  them  of  diseases  pronounced 
incurable  by  these  same  doctors — have  been  effected,  are  to-day 
disgraced  by  laws  of  this  kind.  Just  lately,  in  New  York,  a 
Christian  Science  practitioner,  regularly  engaged  in  Christian 
Science  healing,  has  been  convicted  of  accepting  fees  from  his 
patients  who  were  glad  to  pay  for  his  services,  and  sentenced 
to  be  punished  as  a  criminal.  Such  laws  are  so  manifestly 
75560—14369 


63 


unjust  that  juries  have  almost  universally  refused  to  convict 
for  violation  of  them.  This  was  so  subversive  of  liberty  and 
justice  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  passed  a  law  in  effect 
repealing  it,  but  at  the  instance  of  the  doctors  the  governor 
vetoed  the  bill. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  how  such 
pernicious  and  unjust  laws  are  obtained.  The  situation  la 
pretty  clearly  shown  by  the  following  letter  bearing  date  of 
June  28,  1912,  sent  out  presumably  to  all  "  regular  "  doctors  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  It  is  prefaced  by  the  appeal,  "  Please  read 
every  word  " : 

Dear  Doctor  :  Do  you  realize  that  the  great  number  of  the  benefit 
societies  in  England,  together  vs'ith  the  new  Lloyd-George  benefit  bill, 
have  so  cheapened  medical  services  that  there  are  now  only  half  a  mil- 
lion of  the  population  of  England  who  need  pay  more  than  .$1.50  each 
per  year  for  such  services?  This  means  ruin  to  a  large  number  of 
physicians. 

Do  you  realize  that  in  Austria,  Germany,  and  France,  as  well  as  iu 
England,  pauperization  of  the  medical  profession  has  become  a  veritable 
curse ;  that  it  has  become  necessary  for  the  doctors  to  organize  into 
medical  protective  leagues  in  sheer  defense  of  their  means  of  existence? 

Do  you  realize  that  all  over  Europe  the  rising  tide  of  State  socialism, 
the  blighting  hand  of  fraternaUsm.  the  innumerable  hospitals  and  clinics 
for  free  care  of  the  sick,  the  multiplication  of  friendly  socieJos  all 
help  serve  to  keep  down  the  natural  increase  of  the  profession  and  keep 
those  in  it  poor? 

Do  you  realize  that  the  spread  and  popularity  of  quackish  medical 
fads  Is  more  prevalent  than  ever  ;  that  in  America  50  new  cults  have 
arisen  in  the  last  10  years,  many  of  them  practicing  the  healing  art  in 
some  form,  and  many  of  them  uaving  grown  at  tremendous  speed  at  the 
expense  of  the  regular  schools  of  medicine  ? 

Do  you  realize  the  importance  of  the  above?  In  Germany  laws 
against  quackery  were  stringent  and  effective  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  In  1869,  at  the  instance  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Berlin,  the  laws  were  very  much  relaxed.  The  result  was  a  tremendous 
development  of  quackery  "in  Germany.  In  Berlin  the  number  of  quacks 
increased  from  28  in  18G9  to  over  1.000  in  1893.  The  whole  number 
practicing  in  Prussia  was  over  5,000.  In  1896  it  was  estimated  the 
number  of  quacks  in  Prussia  was  10,000,  and  the  scope  of  their  practice 
had  become  unlimited.  In  certain  districts  the  number  of  quacks  out- 
numbered the  qualified  practitioners  two  to  one.  The  unqualified  prac- 
titioners are  regularly  organized  and  have  schools  and  institutions  pro- 
viding for  a  four  months'  course  for  quacks.'  there  are  over  SOO  soci- 
eties for  study  of  "  natural  healing."  with  a  total  membership  of  112,- 
000  ;  there  are  over  50  periodicals  v'ith  millions  of  circuLition. 

Do  you  realize  that  the  average  income  of  the  doctor  In  America  has 
been  placed  by  many  competent  authorities  at  about  ?700  per  year,  or 
^2  per  day  ;  that  economic  conditions  here  are  not  as  favorable  to-day 
as  tbe.v  were  20,  10,  and  even  5  years  ago  ;  that  the  earnings  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  profession  are  less  than  that  of  organized  labor  :  tliat 
the  abuse  of  medical  charity,  as  practiced  in  our  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries, is  a  powerful  factor  operating  to  reduce  the  ph.ysician's  income  : 
that  competition  is  b^^coming  rife:  that  sanitation  and  preventive  medi- 
cine is  reducing  disease  materially  ;  that  hygiene,  not  medicine,  is  the 
slogan  of  the  day  :  last,  but  not  least,  the  work  of  the  doctor  is  to  be 
finally  eliminated  by  being  absorbed  as  a  function  of  the  State,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  the  State  is  continually  encroaching  unon  the 
work  of  the  profession?  It  no  longer  confiues  Itself  to  its  legitimate 
and  original  sphere  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  sanitation  and  hygiene 
or  of  assisting  physicians  In  the  diagnosis  by  laboratory  tests,  etc. 
It  has  become  in  more  than  one  way  a  nrivileged  competitor  of  the  phy- 
sician in  private  practice.  It  has  practically,  if  not  legally,  taken  froin 
him  nearly  all  cases  of  vaccination.  It  not  only  open.s  up  dispensaries, 
but  even  sends  out  physicians  and  nurses  to  the  bedside  of  patients 
without  taking  any  more  trouble  to  eliminate  (sic)  the  bestowal  of  such 
public  charity  on  the  really  poor  than  do  hospitals  or  dispensaries. 

We  realize.  <pf  course,  after  digesting  the  above  that  medicine  as  a 
livelihood  has  arrived  at  the  most  critical  period  of  its  existence.  The 
economical  status  and  outlook  of  the  profession  is  nothing  if  nor  pitiful. 
The  very  existence  of  the  doctor  is  at  stake:  survival  of  the  fittest  is 
the  issue  of  the  day. 
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Do  you  not  realize  tbat  it  is  rime  for  physicians  to  be  up  and  doins ; 
tbat  by  cooperation  and  cohesion  the  profession  should  enter  an  earnest 
and  vigorous  protest  a;:ainst  all  unwarrantable  encroachments  affecting 
economic  conditions  and  circumstances  under  which  physicians  have  to 
make  a  livelihood  ? 

The  needs  and  advantages  of  cooperation  are  obvious.  The  abuses 
herein  enumerated  will  grow  in  importance  and  the  profession  will  con- 
tinue to  be  underpaid  unless  we  organize  and  cooperate  our  efforts  for 
mutual  protection.  In  correcting  abuses  which  confront  the  profes- 
sion we  must  learn  a  lesson  from  the  captains  of  industry,  as  well  as 
from  laborers  and  other  fields  of  endeavor,  who  have  learned  that  it  is 
necessary  to  combine  and  cooperate. 

Only  physicians,  it  seems,  are  foolish  enough  to  expect  that  they  can 
fight  the  battle  as  individuals.  The  sooner  the  better  for  the  profession 
when  all  are  brought  to  a  realization  that  the  day  of  purely  individual 
self-help  against  the  many  unfavorable  conditions  under  which  they  are 
compelled  to  practice  their  profession  is  over. 

(I  may  say  iu  pq.rentlieses  that  these  worthy  doctors  seem  to 
have  overlooked  the  American  Medical  Association,  one  of  the 
strongest  organizations  in  the  country,  and  the  hundreds  of 
State,  county,  and  city  organizations  of  doctors.) 

This  point  is  well  illustrated  in  England,  where  the  national  insurance 
bill  has  done  one  thing  which  seemed  previously  impossible — that  is, 
completely  united  the  medical  profession,  the  union  being  to  resist  the 
obnoxious  portions  of  the  national  insurance  act.  When  the  bill  was 
first  promulgated  nothing  was  done.  Now  that  it  is  seen  that  the  system 
of  contract  practice  is  not  only  an  evil  but  a  weak  point  in  the  profes- 
sion's organized  resistance  against  the  act,  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion has  made  a  bold  move  and  attacked  the  whole  contract  system.  A 
defense  fund  is  being  established  for  the  purpose  of  compensating 
physicians  who  may  lose  by  resigning  from  their  society  appointments. 
Contributions  of  $50  are  being  solicited  from  each  member  of  the 
profession. 

By  way  of  illustrating  the  difficulties  encountered  in  trying  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  vicious  medical  legislation,  the  lawmakers  tell  ua 
that  the  medical  profession  is  unorganized  ;  that  as  a  voting  unit  it  is 
of  little  or  any  value,  for  the  reason  that  the  average  doctor  takes  no 
interest  in  public  affairs  ;  that  he  will  not  go  to  the  primaries  ;  that  the 
majority  don't  even  take  the  trouble  to  vote  on  election  day. 

At  every  session  of  the  legislature  an  attempt  is  made  to  pass  special 
medical  legislation  sectarian  in  nature,  the  object  of  which  is  to  secure 
the  right  for  certain  cults  to  break  into  the  medical  profession  by  a 
cheap  and  short-cut  route,  and  at  a  standard  of  medical  education  lower 
than  those  already  in  the  field.  Powerful  and  financial  influences  are 
always  operating  to  enact  these  measures  into  law. 

In  order  to  overcome  the  impression  that  the  profession  is  unorgan- 
ized, and  in  order  to  overcome  the  disrespect  in  which  we  are  held  by 
the  lawmakers,  it  becomes  at  once  apparent  that  in  order  to  do  effective 
work  in  preventing  vicious  legislation  there  should  be  an  organization 
representing  the  whole  profession,  and  that  this  organization  should 
have  the  earnest  cooperation  and  support  of  every  licensed  physician. 

Such  an  organization  would  quickly  bring  every  physician  to  a 
thorough  realization  of  his  rights,  privileges,  and  power  for  safeguard- 
ing his  own  vital  Interests  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  community. 
The  medical  profession  in  Illinois,  comprising  11,000  members,  could, 
if  organized,  put  any  just  law  it  wanted  on  the  statute  books,  as  well 
as  defeat  any  attempt  to  pass  vicious  medical  legislation. 

The  public  relations  committee  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  Is 
trying  to  familiarize  the  profession  with  the  true  status  of  affairs  and 
help  correct  the  apathy  of  individuals  toward  their  own  interests.  This 
can  best  be  brought  about  by  reputable  physicians  like  you  .ioining  the 
organization  and  working  in  harmony  for  one  common  end.  The  enor- 
mity of  the  task  of  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  individual  member 
necessitates  the  heartiest  cooperation  of  every  physician  in  Chicago  with 
the  public  relations  committee,  and  we  ask  you  to  join  us  in  our  effort. 

We  are  inclosing  you  a  blank,  which  you  will  please  fill  out  with  the 
Indorsement  of  two  members  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  ;  or  if  you 
do  not  know  who  are  members  of  the  society,  send  a  blank  to  the  public 
relations  committee,  and  we  will  get  indorsers  for  you  from  your  branch. 

Make  the  check  payable  to  the  Chicago  Medical  Society.  We  will 
Immediately  forward  it  to  the  committee  on  membership  and  have  your 
name  passed  upon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  council. 
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Now  )s  the  day  and  the  hour.  Fill  out  the  application  blank  and 
return  it  hy  next  mail.  Otherwise  you  may  mislay  the  blank  or  forget 
to  attend  to  it. 

\'ery  truly, 

J.  V.  Fo-svLEPv,  M.  D., 
E.  M.  Wkb.stkr.  M.  D., 
Chas.  .T.   Wh-vi.ex,  Chairman, 
PubUc  Relations  Committee,  Cliicugo  Medical  Society. 
P.  S. — Fee  for  membership  $5  the  year ;  50  cents  per  month  after 
July  1  to  .Tanuary  1  :  or,  if  you  prefer,  §G..")0  will  cive  you  a  member- 
ship to  .Tanunry  1.  1014,  together  with  the  advantaces  piven  in  the 
inclosed  circular.  Remember  itlie  legislature  convenes  in  a  few  montlis. 
Your  assistance  will  help  prevent  the  enactment  of  vicious  leiiisla- 
tion  which  will  be  introduced  when  the  forty-eighth  general  assembly 
opens. 

Appended  to  tlie  above  letter  is  a  lengtliy  statement  setting 
forth  tbe  advantages  to  be  derived  from  membership  in  the 
Cbicngo  .Aledical  Society.  From  this  I  extract  one  of  tbe  nine 
reasons  given  for  joining : 

MEDICAL  DEFENSE. 

Out  of  each  .?.5  of  annual  dues  paid  the  trustees  of  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal Society  are  requested  to  turn  $1  over  to  the  "  medical  defense  com- 
mittee "  for  ti'.e  protection  and  defense  of  members  of  the  society  against 
whom  suits  for  malpractice  or  damages  may  be  brought.  Any  member 
of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  against  whom  suits  for  damages  may 
be  instituted  is  entitled  to  ti  e  services  and  assistance  of  the  Chicago 
medical  attorneys  up  to  the  time  of  actual  appearance  in  court  without 
any  cost  w'.iatever  to  him.  This  practically  means  that  every  member 
of  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  is  protected  against  suits  for  malprac- 
tice and  damages  in  the  most  effective  manner.  The  history  of  the 
work  of  this  committee  is  that  up  to  the  present  time,  under  this  stand- 
together  arrangement,  very  fev/  of  the  many  threatened  suits  have  actu- 
ali.v  been  brought.  This  one  feature  alone  is  worth  to  the  practicing 
physician  many  times  the  entire  cost  of  membership.  Private  defensive 
companies  are  charging  many  times  the  above  fee  for  this  feature  alone. 

Mr.  President,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  appeal  made  in  the  let- 
ter is  not  for  the  protection  of  the  public  or  the  sick  and  afflicted 
against  vicious  laws.  It  is  directed  wholly  to  the  object  of  pro- 
tecting the  doc-tors.  The  claim  that  their  object  is  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  vicious  laws  is  a  false  pretense.  It  is  they  who 
have  brought  about  all  medical  laws,  many  of  them  of  the  most 
vicious  kind.  The  only  effort  made  by  other  schools  of  medi- 
cine and  modes  of  healing  has  been  to  prevent  the  enactment 
of  such  vicious  laws,  intended  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  doctors 
themselves,  and  to  bring  about  their  repeal  when  these  gentle- 
men have  once  procured  their  passage.  As  I  have  shown  on  a 
previous  occasion,  their  passage  has  sometimes  been  prevented 
by  the  veto  of  wise,  broad-minded,  and  liberty-loving  governors 
of  States. 

A  word  should  be  said  about  the  assault  made  in  the  letter  on 
quacks.  By  "quacks"  these  gentlemen  mean  all  people  who  do 
not  practice  as  the  so-called  "  regulars  "  practice.  They  do  not 
discriminate.  It  sounds  impressi\e  and  creates  sympathy  for 
them  to  denounce  the  quacks  and  place  their  reason  for  com- 
bined effort  upon  the  ground  of  exterminating  the  quacks  and 
Ijrotecting  the  regular  old-school  allopathic  practice  in  all  its 
purity.  It  sounds  good  to  people  who  do  not  know  and  makes 
their  effort  appear  laudable  and  praiseworthy. 

The  efforts  that  are  directed  toward  Congress  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  to  bring  about  the  enactment  of  the  Owen 
bill  to  establish  a  department  of  health  are  clearly  shown  by 
the  following  extract  from  a  report  made  to  the  house  of  del*- 
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gates  of  that  body  at  its  annual  convention  at  Atlantic  City 
June  3,  1012 : 

The  prosress  of  the  eampnisn  for  a  nntional  department  of  health  Is 
doubtless  familiar  to  all  the  ruembcrs  of  the  house  of  delegates.  As  the 
efforts  of  the  association  for  the  passage  of  the  Owen  bill  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  an  independent  committee,  which  will  report  to 
you  direct,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  details  of  this  campaign  in 
this  report. 

Bes'inning-  the  last  week  in  February,  a  letter  was  sent  to  a  selected 
correspondent  in  the  home  town  of  each  Member  of  Congress,  asking 
for  the  name  of  the  family  physician  of  the  Congressman.  A  second 
letter  was  then  sent  to  the  faiiiily  physician  of  each  Congressman,  so 
far  as  obtainable,  asking  him  to  write  or  call  personally  on  the  Con- 
gressman in  question,  explaining  the  purpose  of  the  Owen  bill  and  ask- 
ing for  his  support. 

On  April  29  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  member  of  the  na- 
tional auxiliary  legislative  committee,  numbering  about  2.000,  asking 
them  to  support  the  Owen  bill  for  the  sake  of  public  health  ;  to  have 
as  many  physicians  as  possible  in  each  county  to  do  the  same  thing; 
to  have  a  resolution  indorsing  the  bill  and  asking  the  Senators  to  sup- 
port it  passed  at  once  by  the  county  society  and  a  certified  copy  sent 
to  both  of  the  Senators  ;  to  secure  the  indorsement  of  as  many  promi- 
nent citizens  in  the  county  as  possible ;  to  sectire  indorsements  of 
women's  clubs,  local  health  organizations,  civic  and  commercial  organi- 
zations, and  other  bodies;  and  to  get  the  indorsement  of  au,y  newspa- 
pers in  the  county,  with  favorable  editorial  comments,  if  possible.  With 
this  letter  was  sent  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Senate  committee  and 
a  reprint  from  the  .lournal,  giving  an  extract  from  the  CongeessionaIj 
Record,  showing  the  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

In  addition  to  these  two  series  of  letters,  a  large  amount  of  printed 
matter  has  been  distributed.  The  Bulletin  for  November  15,  containin,g 
the  text  of  the  Owen  bill,  editorials,  and  extracts  from  the  Journal  and 
man.v  newspapers,  biographical  reports  regarding  the  promoters  of  the 
National  League  for  Jledical  Freedom,  cartoons,  and  other  material,  has 
been  widely  distributed.  Four  editions  of  this  Bulletin  were  printed, 
amounting  to  about  20,000  copies.  A  large  number  of  copies  of  Sena- 
tor Owen's  speech,  of  the  report  of  the  Senate  committee  on  the  Owen 
bill,  and  of  various  reprints  from  the  Journal  have  also  been  distrib- 
uted, being  sent  to  medical  societies,  women's  clubs,  and  individuals 
asking  for  literature. 

The  Bulletin  for  November  15,  1911,  was  devoted  entirely  to  the  cam- 
paign for  a  national  department  of  health.  It  consisted  of  cartoons, 
editorials,  extracts  from  the  Journal,  a  summary  of  the  Owen  bill,  as 
well  as  the  full  text  of  the  bill,  numerous  editorial  extracts  from  news- 
pajiers.  and  biogi-aphieal  and  other  matter  regarding  the  officers  of  the 
National  League  for  Medical  Freedom.  This  Bulletin  has  proved  of  the 
utmost  value  in  educating  the  public  and  the  profession  on  this  subject, 
between  twenty  and  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  it  having  been  dis- 
tributed in  January,  February,  and  March. 

I  commeiKl  this  account  of  the  activities  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  to  the  attention  of  the  committee  on  in- 
sidious lobbying. 

But  the  doctors  were  not  satisfied  with  their  strenuous  efforts 
to  influence  legislative  action  from  the  outside.  They  conceived 
the  idea  of  sending  members  of  their  own  profession  to  legis- 
lative bodies  to  protect  their  interests.  Of  course  such  a  man, 
when  selected,  was  there  for  just  one  purpo.se,  and  that  a  selfish 
one  affecting  his  own  personal  interests  and  that  of  his  pro- 
fession. The  way  this  was  worked  in  Kansas  is  shown  by  the 
following  article,  taken  from  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  of  February  15,  1913 : 

GETTIXG  TOGETIIEn  IN  KANSAS  AN  EXAMPLE  TO  EJIDLATB. 

To  the  Editor  :  At  the  spring  meeting  of  the  medical  society  of  a 
certain  county  in  southwest  Kansas  suggestion  was  made  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  society  should  be  candidate  for  the  legislature  in 
order  that  the  interests  of  physicians  might  be  safeguarded  by  repre- 
sentatives from  among  the  profession.  This  was  determined  "because 
the  Interests  of  physicians  were  menaced  by  the  last  legislature  and 
were  also  seriously  threatened  through  the  activities  of  the  cWroprac- 
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tors  and  the  League  for  Medical  Freedom  in  the  legislature  which  was 
to  be  chosen  and  is  now  in  session. 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  that  Dr.  R.  T.  Nichols, 
of  Liberal  (tlie  county  scat),  should  be  the  person  to  malie  the  race. 
Lr.  Nichols's  popularity  among  the  people  had  been  attested  by  the  fact 
of  liis  election  as  mayo'r,  and  he  had  sliown  marked  executive  ability  as 
well  as  much  forcefulness  of  character  in  the  conduct  of  the  city's 
business. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  physician-candidate  was  a  Democrat,  while 
most  of  the  members  of  the  society  were  Uepubiicans  (Seward  County 
is  strongly  Kepublican),  they  stood  together  "as  one  man"  and  suc- 
ceeded in  eiecling  him.  But  the  story  does  not  end  here.  The  doclors 
agreed  not  only  that  they  would  work  for  his  election,  which  they  did 
most  heartily,  but  also  that  they  would  turn  back  all  of  bis  patients  on 
bis  return  from  the  legislature  and  pay  him  a  per  diem  bonus  as  well 
while  ne  was  in  attendance  at  the  capital. 

Dr.  Nichols  made  his  maiden  speech  the  other  day  in  the  house, 
defeating  the  schemes  of  the  enemies  of  the  Kansas  food  and  drugs  law 
by  causing  the  untimely  death  of  house  bill  76.  This  bill  called  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  State  board  of  health,  replacing  the  majority 
of  the  physicians  on  tlie  board  with  laymen  who  are  interested  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs.  Incidentally  it  might  be  re- 
marked that  the  present  Democratic  govoi-nor — who  won  his  election  by 
a  majority  of  -G  votes — was  elected  by  the  physicians  of  Kansas,  85 
per  cent  of  whom  voted  for  him  as  against  the  Kepublican  candidate, 
the  publisher  of  the  Topeka  Capital  and  a  large  number  of  other  pub- 
lications wliich  carry  nostrum  advertisements.  Dr.  Nichols  is  ably  as- 
sisted by  two  other  physicians,  one  of  whom  ran  ou  a  platform  of 
public-health  education,  disregarding  the  platform  of  his  own  political 
party.  Is  it  not  about  time  that  tlie  physicians  of  the  country  should 
emulate  the  example  set  by  the  Seward  County  Medical  Society  and 
"  "'et  together  "  ? 

"        °  S.  J.  CnuiiBiNE,  M.  D.,  Topeka,  Kans. 

This  Step  was  taken  not  in  the  public  interest.  The  reason 
for  it  is  clearly  statetl  in  the  article  written  by  one  of  the  doc- 
tors. It  was  "  ill  order  that  the  interests  of  physicians  viigJit 
ie  safeguarded  by  representatives  from  among  the  profession," 
and  ''this  xoas  determined  hccause  the  interests  of  physicians 
tcere  menaced  ty  the  last  legislature,  and  loere  also  seriously 
threatened  "  at  the  one  comhig  on. 

So  they,  the  doctors,  generously  agreed  to  take  care  of  the 
patients  of  the  member  of  the  profession  who  was  chosen  to 
sacrifice  liimself  in  their  interest  and  pay  him  a  per  diem  for 
his  services,  not  to  his  State  but  to  the  doctors.  They  seemed 
filled  with  pride  that  they  elected  their  fellow  member,  whose 
interests  and  theirs  were  in  jeopardy,  and  also  elected  a  gov- 
ernor witli  whom  tliey  were  well  pleased,  and  they  were  re- 
joiced that  through  the  influence  of  their  doctor  friend,  whom 
they  were  supporting  financially,  certain  legislation  was  de- 
feated. I  do  not  Icuow  how  meritorious  the  defeated  legisla- 
tion was  or  to  what  extent  the  interests  of  the  doctors  were 
protected  by  its  defeat.  I  ,"m  only  con-^erned  to  show  the  meth- 
ods resorted  to  by  these  worthy  representatives  of  the  regular 
school  of  medicine  to  protect  their  own  material  interests.  In 
my  native  State  of  Indiana  the  doctors  seem  to  have  gone  the 
limit  in  this  direction.  The  following  e.xtraets  from  Medical 
Freedom  for  December,  1912,  show  what  they  are  seeking  to 
accomplish : 

Burke  on  one  occasion  said.  "  The  people  never  give  up  their  liberties 
but  under  some  delusion,"  and  a  few  years  ago  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  when  denounc- 
ing the  reorganized  association  after  the  political  doctors  had  gained 
control  of  it.  as  "a  medico-political  and  commercial  trust,"  said:  "The 
more  speciously  fair  the  mask  self-interest  wears,  the  more  dangerous 
it  becomes." 

These  thoughts  were  brought  vividly  to  our  mind  recently  on  reading 
an  extended  article  which  appeared  in  the  Indianapolis  Star  under  the 
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heading  "  State  doctors  to  combat  vice.  Bill  drafted  for  lesislatiire 
malving  all  Indiana  pliysicians  health  officers."  The  article  descrilies 
at  length  the  latest  and  most  amazin.s  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  politi- 
cal doctors,  which  is  nothing  less  than  the  establishment  of  a  State- 
wide medical  inquisition,  with  every  licensed  physician  acting  as  a  spy 
or  inquisitor  of  state  for  the  board  of  health.  In  this  article  Dr.  .T.  H. 
Hurty.  secretary  of  the  Indiana  State  Board  of  Health  and  probably 
the  most  active  political  doctor  In  the  State,  and  also  Dr.  Harvey  Adams 
Moore,  another  militant  worker  for  Increased  power  for  the  medical 
hierarchy,  express  at  length  their  views  In  regard  to  the  proposed 
measure. 

The  pretests  advanced  by  the  leaders  of  the  proposed  new  inquisition 
are  very  similar  to  those  which  have  been  advanced  in  past  ages  in 
defense  of  despotic  arrogation  of  power  on  the  part  of  religious  hier- 
archies. In  both  instances  the  good  of  the  people  Is  advanced  as  a 
warrant  for  tlie  arbitrary  power  demanded — power  which  ruthlessly 
tramples  upon  the  just  rights  and  would  disregard  the  intelligent  and 
conscientious  convictions  ot  a  large  proportion  of  the  people. 

In  the  present  instance  the  doctors  are  seeking  this  special  legisla- 
tion, which  would  deliver  the  people  into  their  hands,  under  the  pretext 
of  lessening  vice  and  physical  disease.  Should  the  proposed  legislation 
be  enacted,  every  licensed  physician  would  he  forced  to  become  an 
inquisitor  for  the  State  medical  authorities,  under  penalty  of  losing  his 
license  to  practice,  while  the  rights  of  tlie  citizens  would  be  entirely 
subordinated  to  the  autocratic  power  of  a  body  of  men  whose  fallibility 
is  only  equaled  by  their  dogmatism — a  body  of  men  whose  eminent 
diagnosticians  are  constantly  making  the  most  amazing  blunders,  and 
of  whose  practice  one  of  their  most  distinguished  medical  educators 
declared  :  The  whole  face  of  medicine  changes  unexpectedly  from  one 
generation  to  another." 

In  his  sympathetic  presentation  of  this  latest  move  on  the 
part  of  the  political  doctors,  the  writer  in  the  Indianapolis  Star 
said : 

The  present  move  aims  to  solidify  the  medical  profession  Into  a  single 
purpose,  to  place  the  responsibility  for  the  effectiveness  of  the  plan 
upon  Dr.  Hurty,  and  to  call  every  physician  in  the  State  into  service 
as  an  officer  of  the  board  of  health,  to  serve  without  compensation  and 
upon  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  license  to  practice. 

******* 

"  Publicity  is  not  essential  to  the  work  which  we  propose  to  do," 
said  Dr.  Moore.  "  We  must  lay  our  foundations  securely  before  we 
endeavor  to  do  the  great  work  which  we  hope  to  accomplish.  To  do 
this  we  must  proceed  quietly  and  overcome  any  legal  difHculties  which 
may  stand  in  the  way. 

To  accomplish  this  end  the  medical  men  have  employed  attorneys, 
and  an  act  has  been  drawn  up,  for  presentation  to  the  legislature,  by 
J.  Walter  Pritchard,  of  the  legal  firm  of  Pritchard  &  Pritchard.  em- 
bodying the  power  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  physicians. 

"  We  have  already  pledged  a  number  of  candidates  to  the  legislature 
to  support  our  measure."  said  Dr.  ;\Ioore,  "  and  before  election  day  we 
expect  to  have  every  candidate  pledged." 

Something  of  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  proposed  mea.sure 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  extract  from  the  Star  ar- 
ticle : 

The  primary  duty  of  the  physician  in  his  district  is  the  inspection  of 
all  that  it  contains  at  intervals  specified  in  the  statute.  Individuals, 
especially  children,  are  to  be  inspected  regularly  as  to  the  state  of 
health  when  their  condition  warrants  it  and  proper  provision  is  made 
for  the  care  of  any  that  may  be  atHicted  with  any  disease  or  ab- 
normality, the  treatment  to  be  at  the  public  expense  in  all  cases  where 
the  individuals  afflicted  are  not  able  to  pay  for  it. 

This  would,  of  course,  furnish  fat  positions  for  an  army  of  State 
doctors,  whose  meager  practice  leads  them  to  seek  State  aid,  and  it 
would  enormously  increase  the  burden  of  taxation,  force  upon  many 
people  physicians  representing  a  school  of  practice  in  which  they  had 
no  faith,  and  have  a  distinctly  pauperizing  effect  upon  the  people. 

The  sweeping  character  of  the  proposed  legislation  may  be  Inferred 
from  the  following  : 

The  inspection  extends  into  the  private  homes,  into  all  public  places, 
all  places  of  abode,  and  all  places  where  labor  of  any  sort  is  per- 
formed.   *    *  * 

A  complete  and  detailed  report  will  be  made  by  each  physician  after 
each  inspection. 
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Bisefises  of  all  sorts  must  be  reported  and  classified,  and  the  district 
physici.in  will  l)o  hold  responsible  and  compelled  to  see  that  proper 
treatment  is  administered. 

In  closing  the  article  tlie  writer  in  ttie  Star  states  that — 

The  Indianapolis  Medical  Society,  as  an  organization,  had  indicated 
its  acceptance  of  the  measure,  and  the  approval  of  the  State  medical 
organi/cal  ion  is  assured.  The  American  Medical  Association  will  be 
asked  to  sanction  the  -work  and  p:ive  it  prominence  in  other  States,  the 
eventual  purpose  being  to  make  the  movement  world-wide  in  its  scope. 

But  for  a  full  disclosure  of  this  conspiracy  against  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  of  Indiana,  we  uuist  look  to  an  article  by 
Dr.  Harvey  Adams  Moore,  publishe<l  in  the  Indianapolis  Meilical 
Journal  of  December.  1912.  I  can  not  use  all  of  this  remark- 
able article.  It  is  too  long.  Its  title  is  "  The  real  solution  of 
the  social  problems  and  the  way  to  accomplish  it."  The  doctor 
says,  in  the  beginning : 

The  dreams  of  Edv.-ard  Segtiin,  fantastic  and  ignored  in  his  day,  are 
near  to  realization  under  the  line  of  work  proposed  for  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  Indiana  -A-ith  the  cooperation  of  the  public  along  educational 
lines. 

"  But,  alas,"  he  says  :  "  Seguin  was  not  appreciated.  He  was  scoffed 
at  in  Europe  and  found  little  better  success  in  America.  His  last  eTort, 
tlie  putilication  of  his  works  in  New  York  in  ISGG,  was  a  failure. 
Seguin  died  forgotten." 

But  since  then,  according  to  the  doctor,  one  Maria  Montessorl, 
an  Italian  woman,  has  made  practical  application  of  his  theories 
and  proved  their  efiicacy.  But  the  doctor  asserts,  with  becom- 
ing modesty,  that  "  ^access  depends  toholly  upon  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  medical  profes'sion  " 

Now,  let  us  see  by  the  following  extracts  from  the  article 
just  how  the  medical  profession  is  going  to  utake  Seguin's  theo- 
ries successful.    He  says : 

Ami  in  order  thai  the  rdiicationnl  sjistem  shall  forever  hnrc  a  fair 
opiwi  tiiiiiti/  tu  ivoik  ita  results,  the  mcOicul  profession  niuxt  lontch  every 
child  Ihiit  is  permitted  to  he  horn  unto  the  dan  of  its  death,  determining 
the  CfiKSes  of  its  every  act,  remcdyiny  its  defieicncics,  and  developing  its 
po'<sibilitics. 

This  is  the  principle  underlying  the  hill  which  the  physicians  of  this 
State  are  asked  to  urge  the  Indiana  Legislature  to  pass  at  its  next 
session. 

That  is  taking  a  pretty  big  contract  for  the  medical  profes- 
sion. WatcJi  eienj  child  from  its  hirtli  to  its  death!  The 
parents  of  some  children,  and  some  people  after  they  arrive  at 
maturity,  might  ob.loct. 

But  let  us  see,  by  quoting  a  few  more  extracts,  what  they 
are  going  to  do  with  e\'erybody  while  watchin.g  over  them  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,    i  quote  a  few  choice  bits: 

The  clauses  relating  to  education  are  intended  to  cooperate  perfectly 
with  the  advanced  systems  of  teaching  and  to  take  the  normal  child  at 
the  earliest  practicable  age,  developing  and  utilizing  its  entire  encr-ry. 
The  plan  compreliends  tlie  abnormal  chihl  and  offers  it  the  opportunity 
for  the  fullest  developmc-nt  of  its  powers,  hut  it  also  einphtiticalln  speei- 
fies  that  the  abnormal  child  shall  in  eccry  case  he  sterilized  in  order 
thai  it  shall  not  become  simply  an  instrument  for  the  propagation  and 
maintenance  of  abnormality, 

*  *  ?  *  *  * 

The  new  movement  is  intended  to  place  all  contagious  diseases  upon 
the  same  plane,  thus  eliminating  the  terrible  secrecy  of  the  venereal 
evil.  It  also  proposes  to  mal;e  the  existence  of  disease  in  any  form  an 
automatic  warrant  for  the  making  of  the  diseased  individual  a  legal 
ward  of  the  State  during  tlie  term  of  the  disease, 

*  *  --s  *  *  * 

The  bill  makes  ever.v  physician  an  officer  of  the  !^tate  ho-ird  nf  heilth. 
It  is  provided  that  the  State  shall  be  divided  into  districts  of  equal  popu- 
lation, icith  a  physician  assigned  to  each  of  f/tese  districts  and  giving 
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Mm  the  authority  of  personal  inspection  of  all  that  the  district  con- 
tains. 

*  *  *  ♦  C  15 

Marriapte,  as  the  legal  basis  of  population,  is  made  a  piihlic  institu- 
tion under  the  supervision  of  the  medical  officers. 

«  $  *  «  *  *  tit 

No  doubt  there  will  be  considerable  protest  among  members  of  the 
profession  at  the  apparent  volume  of  work  entailed.  That  is  an 
element  yet  to  be  settled.  It  is  true  that  the  proposed  method  places 
the  rcsponsihiUti/  for  titc  entire  social  irelfare  upon  the  medical  pro- 
fession, or  rather,  since  that  responsibility  has  actually  rested  there 
anyway  in  the  past,  the  new  method  simply  puts  the  responsibility  on 
a  legal  footing,  extending  authority  with  obligation. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *    ■  ^ 

The  section  of  the  tentative  draft  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  licensing 
of  physicians  provides  : 

"  That  any  person  who  holds  a  license  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  or 
who  shall  procure  such  a  license  in  the  future,  to  practice  medicine, 
surgery,  or  obstetrics  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  is  hereby  made  a  health 
officer  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  serve  and  faithfully  perform  the  duties 
hereinafter  defined." 

*  4  «  4t  «  9|( 

The  division  of  districts  is  provided  in  the  following  terms  : 
"That  the  board  of  health  of  each  county  of  the  State  shall,  under 
the  direction  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  State  board  of  health, 
divide  the  county  into  districts  and  assign  a  health  officer  or  health 
officers  to  each  district ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  sucli  health  officers 
In  each  district  to  prom\ilgate  and  enforce  all  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Stiite  board  of  health  in  their  respective  districts;  to  report  any 
infractions  thereof  to  the  county  board  of  health,  the  number  of  physi- 
cians assigned  to  each  district  to  be  proportionate  to  the  work  of  the 
district  and  the  number  of  physicians  in  the  county." 

*  *  *  *  *  ♦  » 

The  educational  feature,  as  tentatively  provided,  says  : 
"  That  each  public  scliool  or  institution  for  education  of  children 
shall  suppl.v  to  children  from  the  age  of  10  years  viitil  the  age  of  IS 
pears  a  course  of  instruction  in  anutomji  and  hijr/ienc,  incluilinrj  the 
organs  of  procreation,  and  dealing  spccificalln  with  the  common  dis- 
eases or  afflictions  of  these  organs  of  procreation,  such  course  of  in- 
struction to  be  designed  and  superintended  by  the  State  board  of 
health  through  the  county  board  of  health." 

Mr.  President,  the  bill  as  clescribed  by  the  doctor,  besides 
granting  tlie  powers  above  set  out,  gives  the  doctors  complete 
control  of  the  phj-sically  or  mentally  defective  whose  offspring 
may  prove  to  be  undesirable,  and  a  health  officer  is  required 
to  examine  everybody  in  his  district  suspected  by  him  to  be  so 
defective  and  report  the  facts  to  the  State  board  of  health,  and 
the  board  is  authorized  to  remove  all  such  from  the  place  where 
they  are  to  places  where  the  board  thinks  they  should  be.  So 
the  incompetents,  or  people  believed  to  be  incompetent,  are 
pretty  effectually  disposed  of.  This  is  about  the  most  compre- 
hensive effort  to  place  the  whole  country,  old  and  young,  rich 
and  poor,  competent  and  incompetent,  in  the  hands  of  the 
medical  practitioners  that  I  have  run  across.  I  have  always 
regarded  Indiana  as  a  progressive  State,  but  this  goes  beyond 
anything  yet  conceived  of.  The  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  who  were  about  to  be  put  under  the  control 
of  the  doctors,  seem  not  to  have  been  considered  at  the  time 
this  article  was  written.  One  would  naturally  infer  from  the 
scope  of  this  proposed  legislation  that  they  were  not  regarded 
as  having  any  constitutional  rights  or  any  rights  at  all  not 
granted  to  them  by  the  health  officers.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  legislature  did  about  it,  but  I  can  hardly  believe  that  this 
beautiful  scheme  to  make  Seguin's  theories  effective  ever  be- 
came a  law.  But,  while  the  claims  here  made  seem  absurd 
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and  extravnsant.  they  are  in  direct  line  wifh  efforts  persist- 
ently made  by  organized  bodies  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
the  Government,  by  upholding  their  pretensions  to  being  the 
"  regular  "  and  only  method  of  healing,  is  encouraging  them  in 
their  efforts. 

Mr.  President,  the  doctors  in  North  Carolina  have  not  been 
behind  in  this  effort  to  dominate  and  control  the  management 
and  healing  of  everybody  in  the  State  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  methods  of  healing.  The  people  of  that  State  seem  to 
have  given  themselves  over  body  and  soul  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession, if  one  may  judge  by  the  claims  made  by  their  boards 
of  health.  My  information  is  that  the  North  Carolina  State 
Board  of  Jledical  Examiners  consists  of  seven  members,  ap- 
pnitiied  by  the  State  medical  society,  to  hold  ofHce  for  six  years. 
Therefore  the  activities  and  proceedings  of  the  public  health 
of  the  State  is  safely  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, which,  of  course,  is  "  regular."  The  county  boards  are 
likewise  brought  under  the  same  control  by  a  provision  that 
any  appointment  by  the  board  of  commissioners  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  county  medical  society.  When  we  consider  that 
the  county  medical  society  is  a  branch  of  the  State  medical 
association,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, we  have  a  combimtion  quite  satisfactory  to  the  old  or 
regular  or  allopathic  school  of  medicine. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Eankin  was,  and  may  be  yet,  the  secretary  of  the 
State  board  of  health.  In  the  bulletin  of  the  State  board  of 
health  for  October,  1910,  he  defined  the  physician's  duty  to 
boards  of  health.   Among  other  things,  he  s;'ys: 

Since  boards  of  health  represent  the  Government  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  bcaltli.  the  relation  of  physicians  to  lioards  of  health  are 
identical  with  their  professional  relations  to  the  Government. 

To  boards  of  hc.Tlth.  as  representatives  of  Government,  the  phy- 
sician is  bound  by  reciprocity  and  by  common  purpose. 

To  boards  of  henlth  the  physician  becomes  bound  by  reciprocal  ties 
when  he  is  licensed,  for  by  this  act  the  Government  imposes  in  him 
great  confidence  and  confers  upon  him  important  ri?hts  and  privileses. 
For  example,  consider  the  confidence  bestowed  and  the  privilese  granted 
in  confiding  the  medical  license  'aw  to  the  administration  of  our  pro- 
fession. By  this  trust  we  become  to  a  large  extent  the  guardians  of 
the  most  precious  possession  of  our  Government — the  county.  State,  and 
National  health. 

The  State  has  a  drastic  law  compelling  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  "modes  by  which  e;ich  of  the  dangerous  ccm- 
municable  diseases  are  spread  and  the  best  methods  for  the 
restriction  and  prevention  of  each  such  disease."  Listen  to  a 
reading  of  two  of  the  sections  of  this  law: 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  taught  in  every  year  in  every  public  school 
in  North  Carolina  the  principal  modes  by  which  each  of  the  dangerous 
communicable  diseases  are  spread  and  the  best  methods  for  the  restric- 
tion and  prevention  of  each  such  disease.  Such  instruction  shall  be 
given  by  the  aid  of  textbooks  on  physiology,  supplemented  by  oral  and 
b'ackboard  instruction.  From  and  after  .July  1.  1910.  no  textbook  on 
physiology  shall  be  adopted  for  use  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State, 
unless  it  "shall  give  at  least  one-eighth  of  its  space  to  the  causes  and 
prevention  of  dangerous  communicable  diseases.  Textbooks  used  in 
giving  the  foregoing  instruction  shall,  before  being  adopted  for  use  in 
the  public  schools,  have  that  portion  given  to  the  instruction  in  com- 
municable diseases  approved  by  the  State  board  of  health  to  the  State 
boord  of  education. 

Skc.  2.  Neglect  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  any  superintendent  or 
teacher  to  comply  with  the  provision  of  this  law  shall  be  considered  a 
sufficient  cause  for  dismissal  from  the  school  by  the  school  board.  Any 
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school  board  willfully  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  fine,  the  same  as  for 
neglect  of  any  other  duty  pertaining  to  their  otBce.  This  act  shall 
apply  to  all  schools  in  this  State,  including  schools  in  cities  or  villages 
whether  incorporated  under  special  charter  or  under  the  general  laws. 

The  doctors  have  made  themselves  safe  by  having  this  law 
provide  that  the  textbook  used  in  the  schools  shall  be  approved 
by  the  State  board  of  health.  Think  of  giving  the  doctors  of 
one  school  of  medicine,  for  that  is  what  it  means,  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  State  in  the 
important  matter  of  preventing  and  healirig  disease,  a  matter 
of  life  and  death.  And  think  of  the  poison  daily  instilled  into 
the  innocent  minds  of  the  children  by  such  teaching.  No ;  do 
not  think  about  it.  It  is  too  horrible.  By  this  law  the  children 
of  thousands  of  parents  who  do  not  believe  in  but  abhor  such 
teachings  must  be  submitted  to  its  evil  and  dangerous  influences 
or  be  denied  the  benefits  of  the  schools.  Could  there  be  any 
worse  tyranny  than  this  in  a  civilized  country?  Such  laws 
come  about  by  combinations,  and  sometimes  conspiracies,  of 
members  of  the  medical  profession.  They  appreciate  the  power 
of  combination  in  their  work.  Thus  Dr.  Richarcl  H.  Lewis, 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  Board  of  Health,  through  the 
bulletin  issued  by  that  board,  says: 

"  In  union  there  is  strength,"  "  In  the  multitude  of  counselors  there 
is  wisdom,"  are  recocnized  as  axiomatic  truths.  The  advantage  of 
organization,  therefore,  is  such  a  self-evident  proposition  that  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  subject  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation. 
I  will  consequently  confine  myself  to  a  consideration  of  tlie  special 
need  for  and  the  advantnges  to  be  derived  from  an  organization  of 
the  health  officers  of  our  State. 

*  1^  A-  *  *  >^  * 

Finally,  it  will  promote  an  esprit  de  corps,  a  spirit  of  cooperation 
not  only  among  local  health  ofuccrs  themselves,  but  between  them  and 
the  State  board  of  health.  In  union  there  is  strength,  and  if  we 
all  get  together  something  will  have  to  give  and  we  v/ill  advance  the 
cause  of  the  public  health,  which  means  the  greatest  good  to  all  the 
people. 

The  enterprising  health  officials  of  the  State  point  out  how 
the  county  medical  societies  can  educate  the  school  children 
and  their  parents  by  disseminating  disease-breeding  informa- 
ton  that  children  should  be  protected  from  as  from  deadly 
poisons.  The  secretary  of  the  health  board,  in  an  article  in  the 
June,  1914,  bulletin  before  mentioned,  entitled  "  Public  Health 
Opportunities  of  County  Medical  Societies,"  has  this  to  say : 

An  acetylene  stereopticon  lantern  that  can  be  used  in  almost  any 
building,  and  that  anyone  can  operate^  can  be  purchased  for  $G0  ;  an 
abundance  of  lantern  slides  illustrating  tuberculosis,  typhoid  fever, 
malaria,  hookworm  disease,  flies,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  for  about  .1!40. 
The  entire  outfit  will  cost  about  ^100.  With  this  outfit  the  county 
society  could  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  standard  lecture  or  lec- 
tures to  be  used  with  the  lantern  illustrations  ;  and,  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  society,  to  submit  the  lecture  or  lectures  for  the  ap- 
provaTof  the  society  as  a  body,  and  at  the  same  meeting  demonstrate 
the  use  of  the  lantern.  This  committee  should  then  be  authorized  to 
assign  the  different  public  schools  to  various  members  of  the  society  and 
to  request  such  members  to  use  the  lantern  and  slides  on  two  successive 
Friday  nights  in  an  illustrated  lecture  to  the  children  and  parents  inter- 
ested in  that  particular  school.  Handbills  announcing  the  lecture,  sup- 
plied the  teacher  by  the  county  superintendent  of  health,  could  be  dis- 
tributed a  week  in  advance  to  the  people  of  the  community.  After  the 
lectures  the  outfit  would  be  sent  to  the  next  school  on  the  schedule  ar- 
ranged by  the  committee  of  the  county  society.  Nothing  would  go  so 
far  in  arousing  popular  interest  in  the  most  important  and  fundamental 
problem  that  concerns  the  people  of  any  county. 
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The  construction  of  the  Jaw  by  the  doctors  as  giving  legisla- 
tive and  practically  iiuJiniited  power  in  the  health  officers  is 
shown  by  the  following  letter  by  this  same  Dr.  Rankin : 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  September  23,  1911. 

Mt  Deak  Sin  :  As  a  member  of  your  county  board  of  health  you  are 
by  this  time  doubtless  fiimiliar  with  the  health  machinery  of  your 
county.  You  realize  the  wide  margin  of  power  legislative  enactment  has 
provided — and  very  wisely  provided,  too — for  the  safeguarding  of  the 
public  health  of  counties  against  unforeseen  conditions  and  emergencies 
that  may  arise  from  time  to  time.  The  section  of  the  law  clothing  the 
county  board  of  liealth  with  this  power  is  to  Le  found  in  section  9, 
chapter  62,  Public  Health  Laws,  1911.  Among  other  things  it  says  : 
"  They  shall  malie  such  rules  and  regulations  ^  »  .t  .^-r,^  impose 
such  penalties  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  necessary  to  protect  and 
advance  the  public  health."  You  observe,  therefore,  that  you  are  clothed 
with  a  legislative  authority  in  health  matters  in  your  county  almost 
as  great  as  that  which  the  general  assembly  is  clothed  iu  passing  health 
laws  for  the  State.  And  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  remind  you 
that,  with  such  power,  opportunities  are  extensive  and  responsibility 
heavy. 

You  should  also  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  your  executive  ofiicer, 
your  county  superintendent  of  health,  bears  to  your  board  the  same 
relation  that  the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  health  bears  to  the  State 
board  of  health  and  to  the  general  assembly.  His  duty  is  to  see  that 
health  laws  are  properly  executed,  but  the  right  kind  of  an  officer  will 
not  be  content  simply  to  do  what  he  Is  specifically  commanded  to  do 
but  will  suggest  new  laws  or  health  regulations.  By  this  construc- 
tive work  will  bo  measured,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  wisdom  of 
your  choice  of  a  county  superintendent  of  health. 

How  many  propositions  lias  your  county  superintendent  of  health 
asl'pd  your  board  to  consider? 

How  many  rules  and  regulations  initiated  by  your  county  superin- 
tendent of  health  have  you  passed? 

What  work  has  been  done  by  your  board  in  your  county  in  addition 
to  the  specific  requirements,  the  minimum  amount  of  health  work 
reouirod  of  you  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina? 

These  are  questions  that  bear  upon  the  efficiency  of  your  work. 

This  good  doctor,  who,  I  haA'e  no  donbt,  believes  he  is  saving 
lives  and  preserving  the  public  health  of  his  State,  is  a  most 
alrrniing  individual  and  spreads  disease  thoughts  and  fears, 
and  breeds  dise.ise.  I  have  no  doubt,  to  an  alarming  extent  in 
his  honest  efforts  to  serve  humanity. 

jNIr.  President,  I  have  selected  North  Carolina  and  its  health 
officers  more  because  of  the  fearless  way  Dr.  Rankin  has 
seized  upon  the  poor  people  of  that  State,  especially  the  inno- 
cent and  defenseless  school  children,  and  made  them  the  vic- 
tims of  the  dangerous  propaganda  of  medical  practitioners  that 
has  caused  so  much  misery  and  suffering  and  cost  so  many 
lives,  than  for  any  other  reason.  Other  States  are  equally 
culpable  in  this  re.spect.  This  is  intended  only  as  a  sample. 
When  will  the  people  of  this  country  awaken  to  the  fact  that 
such  methods  and  such  publications  are  creating  in.stead  of 
preventing  or  curing  disease !  Many  people  know  it.  but  re- 
main silent.  Lawmakers  know  it,  t)ut  the  pressure  for  laws 
that  only  perpetuate  and  give  greater  strength  to  the  deadly 
evil,  on  the  part  of  a  powerful  body  of  professional  men,  is 
strong,  and  lawmakers  are  indifferent.  They  leave  the  re- 
sponsibility with  the  doctors,  content  to  say  that  they  are 
specialists  in  the  healing  of  disease,  I  am  willing  to 'trust 
them.  Consequently  this  profession  dictates  and  administers 
all  so-called  health  laws. 

Mr.  President,  is  it  fair,  is  it  wise,  is  it  just  to  the  people 
who  must  suffer  from  bad  laws  to  leave  it  to  the  doctors  who 
are  interested  parties  and  far  from  infallible? 
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Objections  to  the  Efforts  of  the  Doctors. 

Congress  lias  by  a  law  lately  passed  authorized  the  Public 
Health  Service  to  publish  and  send  out  information  about  dis- 
eases and  their  cures.  No  doubt  this  is  intended  to  prevent  dis- 
ease. At  the  same  time  the  fears  engendered  in  others  by  these 
same  doctors,  by  their  own  fears  of  microbes,  germs,  and  other 
alleged  causes  of  disease  that  exist  only  in  their  wrong  way  of 
thinking,  cause  more  diseases  and  destroy  more  lives  than  all 
their  medicines  and  the  faith  in  their  ability  to  heal  can  save. 
Mostly  through  the  fears  they  have  created  people  are  afraid 
of  what  they  eat,  what  they  driuk,  Avhat  they  breathe,  and  the 
pure  air  that  blows  upon  them. 

It  is  the  refinement  of  cruelty  that  has  added  immensely  to 
the  weight  of  human  sorrow,  suffering,  and  misery.  Informa- 
tion that  is  sent  broadcast  all  over  the  country  through  publica- 
tions printed  and  sent  out  at  public  expense  by  the  Public 
Health  Service  would  be  amusing  if  it  were  not  so  frightfully 
serious  in  its  consequences.  The  one  saving  feature  of  it  is  that 
very  few,  besides  the  doctors,  read  the  deadly  stuff,  and  they 
are  so  full  of  it  that  they  can  not  well  be  made  worse.  But  to 
instill  it  into  a  free  and  innocent  mind  is  no  less  than  a  crime. 
I  have  examined  a  number  of  the  reports  sent  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Ser\-ice,  and  I  wonder  how  an  intelligent  Government, 
if  it  is  intelligent  on  this  subject,  can  tolerate  this  systematic 
slow  poisoning  of  the  minds  of  the  people,  much  less  pay  for  its 
printing  and  publication.  It  is  appalling  to  think  of  the  indif- 
ference that  exists  in  the  face  of  this  deadly  practice  of  filling 
the  public  mind  with  the  belief  in  and  fear  of  disease.  This 
mass  of  hurtful  and  disease-breeding  information  is  supple- 
mented by  various  State  and  county  boards  of  health  throughout 
the  country.  I  have  had  occasion  heretofore  to  call  attention 
to  certain  health  almanacs  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Kansas,  by  which  its  readers  were  made  to  expect  and  fear 
certain  diseases  at  given  periods  of  the  year.  This  bad  example 
has  been  followed  by  other  State  boards.  The  original  Health 
Almanac  of  A'irginia  is  a  fair  sample  of  this  death-dealing  lit- 
erature. It  has  for  its  motto  "  Good  health  for  every  day  of 
every  month."  It  then  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  diseases  that 
we  may  look  forward  to  each  month  of  the  year,  as  follows: 

January  for  smallpox. 

February  for  pneumonia.  .  "  , 

March  for  measles. 

April  for  good  wells  and  pood  water.         ^  '      'i  '-  . 

May  for  infants'  complaints.  '       ,     .  - 

.Tune  for  flies  and  mosquitoes. 

.July  for  typlioid  fever. 

Aujrust  for  bookworm  disease. 

September  for  diphtheria. 

October  for  scarlet  fever. 

November  for  colds  and  influenza. 

December  for  consumption. 

This  is  a  cheering  ]H-ospect  for  the  readers  of  such  stuff. 
One  may  look  forward  with  j)leasing  anticipation  to  the  danger 
of  at  least  12  separ:ite  diseases  each  year,  with  a  multitude  of 
others  not  enumerated.  And  ignorant  jieople  who  rely  upon 
the  supposed  superior  v\'isdom  of  the  doctors  meet  each  month 
with  the  dread  and  fear  of  at  least  one  disease  alleged  to  be 
prevalent  that  month,  and  the  man  who  is  strong  enough  to 
meet  and  overcome  this  false  suggestion  of  disease  and  the 
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common  fear  that  it  engenders  should  feel  himself  fortunate 
indeed. 

But,  sir,  this  so-called  health  almanac  is  only  a  sample  of 
hundreds  of  fearful  disease-breeding,  death-dealing  publications 
that  are  being  distributed  througbout  the  country,  publications 
that  teach  the  people  to  think  and  believe  in  disease  when  their 
minds  should  be  filled  with  the  hope  and  belief  in  life  and  good 
health,  publications  that  are  constantly  suggesting  sickness  and 
death  and  inspiring  the  fear  that  all  competent  medical  men, 
as  well  as  others,  know  to  be  one  of  the  most  prolific  and 
powerful  causes  of  disease  and  death.  And  the  good,  innocent, 
and  deluded  people,  forced  thereto  by  acts  of  Congress  and 
State  legislatures,  support  this  unhealthy  propaganda  with 
their  money  and  at  the  same  time  suffer  the  consequences. 
And  now  it  is  proposed  to  use  the  great  Panama  Exposition  at 
Sau  Francisco  as  a  means  of  spreading  this  infection  of  the 
public  mind  with  just  such  deleterious  and  disease-breeding 
information,  and  the  National  Government  is  to  be  made  its 
sponsor  and  advocate. 

On  this  subject  I  can  not  refrain  from  quoting  from  a  letter 
•written  by  Rev.  James  Mulligan,  priest  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic 
Church,  of  Waverly.  Iowa,  to  the  senior  Senator  from  that  State 
[Mr.  Cummins].  This  letter  was  written  as  a  protest  against 
the  so-called  Owen  bill,  now  pending  in  the  Senate,  providing 
for  a  department  of  health.  I  may  quote  it  in  full  later  on. 
but  a  part  of  the  letter  is  so  pertinent  to  the  evil  influence  of 
the  kind  of  publications  I  am  now  considering  that  I  quote  it 
here.   He  says: 

It  is  deplorable,  if  true,  that  600,000  of  our  people  come  to  an  un- 
timely end  each  year  through  disease,  but  in  the  distribution  of  these 
fatalities  it  is  found  that  the  States  maintaining  the  most  elaborate 
health  departments  quite  uniformly  bear  a  larger  share  of  the  number 
than  do  the  States  that  maintain  small  and  inconsequential  ones.  In 
the  light  of  such  an  anomaly,  therefore,  it  requires  more  credulity  than 
I  possess  to  concede  that  the  establishment  provided  for  by  the  Owen 
bill  would  be  capable  of  reducing  the  ravages  of  disease  in  the  smallest 
degree.  Quito  the  contrary,  I  should  fear  that  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  would  have  the  elfect  of  increasing-  illness,  especiallij  if  it  is 
conte-niplated,  as  I  hcUcve  it  is,  that  the  bureau  of  publications  pro- 
vided for  therein  slmll  engage  in  the  popular  distribution  of  health 
(disease)  bulletins.  I  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  tUouKhts  freighted 
with  the  fear  of  illness  are  more  potent  of  evil  as  disease  carriers  than 
the  types  of  God's  humble  creatures  that  we  are  persistently  urged  to 
"  swat."  Science  has  long  recognized  the  value  of  suggestion  as  a 
curative  agency,  and  our  most  advanced  thinkers  recognize  that  the 
same  agency  can  produce,  if  not  disease  itself,  at  least  the  morbid  con- 
dition of  mind  and  body  that  invites  it. 

I  am  not  a  scientific  man  in  any  sense,  but  in  the  course  of  a  busy 
lire  I  have  had  under  my  observation  a  number  of  cases  of  illness  pro- 
duced by  suggestion,  and  at  the  risk  of  wearying  you  I  will  refer  to 
one  of  them.  One  morning,  a  few  years  ago,  I  boarded  a  train  at  West 
Union,  Iowa,  where  I  was  then  established,  en  route  lor  Turkey  River. 
It  was  a  route  I  frequently  traveled,  and  I  was  acquainted  with  the 
trainmen.  When  the  conductor  approached  he  told  me  confidentially 
that  they  were  having  some  sport  with  .Timmy,  the  new  brakeman,  by 
persuading  him  that  he  looked  very  ill,  and  he  asked  me  to  aid  in  car- 
rying the  .ioke  along.  I  declined  to  do  so,  but  other  passengers  were 
more  accoriimodating,  and  .Timmy  was  not  only  persuaded  that  he  looked 
ill,  but  he  actually  became  ill,  and  at  Turkey  Itiver  I  saw  him  carried 
from  the  train  on  a  stretcher,  as  sick  a  lad  as  I  ever  looked  upon  that 
made  a  subsequent  recovery. 

Authentic  cases  such  as  I  have  cited  here  could,  I  believe,  be  mul- 
tiplied almost  without  number  ;  but  if  we  recognize  that  influences  on 
the  mind  are  even  small  factors  in  the  causation  of  disease,  should  we 
not  hesitate  ere  wp  sanction  the  popular  distriliution  of  bulletins  under 
the  seal  of  the  Oovcrnment  that  deal  with  the  subject  of  disease? 
755G0— 143G9 


76 


As  a  sample  of  the  feeling  of  opposition  that  has  been 
aroused  by  these  proposed  innovations,  I  quote  from  some  re- 
marks of  Rev.  Bernard  C.  Ruggles,  of  the  First  Universalist 
Church  of  Denver,  on  the  subject  of  medical  inspection  of  school 
children,  as  quoted  in  the  Denver  Republican.    He  says : 

Not  only  economically,  but  also  educationally,  we  must  conserve  the 
welfai-e  of  the  child.  Therefore  there  is  both  a  danger  and  a  menace 
in  the  present  move  for  the  compulsory  medical  inspection  of  school 
children.  On  first  thought  we  would  not  credit  this  statement.  On  its 
surface  it  appears  as  a  most  beueflcial  and  health-conserving  movement, 
but  when  seen  in  the  light  of  its  intentions  it  proves  to  be  political  in 
character,  tyrannical  in  its  nature,  and  baneful  and  harmful  rather 
than  beneficial  in  its  effects. 

When  this  movement  was  Inaugurated  it  appeared  simply  as  a  pre- 
ventive mensnre  in  time  of  contagion  to  protect  healthy  children.  Next 
came  the  demand  from  the  doctors  for  compulsory  vaccination.  To 
this  has  now  been  added  a  program  which  contemplates  the  creation 
of  a  regular  staff  of  salaried  doctors  to  be  connected  with  the  schools 
of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  school  children  for 
physical  defects.  It  adds  that  nurses  be  attached,  to  go  into  the  homes 
and  see  that  the  political  doctor's  instructions  be  carried  out. 

This  is  a  political  move,  which  is  being  backed  and  promoted  by  the 
political  doctors  of  the  American  Medical  x\.ssociation.  It  has  its  final 
expression  in  the  Owen  bill,  now  pending  in  Congress,  and  its  intent  is 
to  establish  a  medical  control,  through  a  department  of  health,  which 
shall  not  be  amenable  even  to  the  President,  but  can  enter  homes  and 
supersede  the  authority  or  wisdom  of  parents  in  caring  for  their  chil- 
dren. This  is  nothing  short  of  a  medical  tyranny,  letting  the  Govern- 
ment say  what  kind  of  doctor  or  school  of  medicine  or  system  of  healing 
shall  be  employed. 

It  is  tyrannical  to  bring  about  compulsory  medical  inspection.  There 
is  an  increasing  number  of  children  whose  parents  are  adherents  of 
drugless  forms  of  healing,  mostly  religious  in  character.  With  such  the 
forms  of  medical  diagnosis  contemplated  are  highly  distasteful.  They 
comply  with  all  sanitary  measures  which  look  to  checking  contagions. 
But  the  compulsory  submitting  of  their  children  to  examinations  for 
physical  defects  of  which  these  little  ones  are  ignorant  is  an  outrage  on 
their  rights.  It  means  that  their  right  to  believe  that  their  right- 
thinking  can  correct  their  physical  defect  is  denied  them.  Our  fore- 
fathers periled  all  to  establish  man's  religious  rights,  and  it  is  tyranny 
for  political  doctors  who  have  I'ejected  their  systems  of  healing  to  force 
on  a  peonle  that  which  their  hearts  and  souls  cry  out  against. 

The  whole  matter  works  finally  the  greatest  injustice  and  harm  to 
the  children  from  the  most  approved  psychological  standpoint.  Modern 
psychology  has  demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  that  fear  is  one  of  the 
greatest  promoters  of  disease.  It  creates  a  depleted  vitality  and  a 
negative  condition.  The  Medical  Journal  of  .January  6  cautions  doctors 
against  suggesting  symptoms.  If  this  is  true,  think  of  the  lasting 
effects  of  the  fears  which  compulsory  examinations  will  produce  on  the 
plastic  and  imaginative  minds  of  children.  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of  a 
step  which  will  make  children  the  victims  of  a  political  and  mercenary 
procedure. 

Hon.  Edgar  M.  Cullen,  former  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals of  New  York,  in  the  annual  address  before  the  New  York 
State  Bar  As.sociation,  entitled  "  The  Decline  of  Personal  Lib- 
erty in  America,"  had  this  to  say  on  the  subject  I  am  now  con- 
sidering : 

Nor  are  the  professions  free  from  the  same  spirit.  Surely  there  is  no 
nobler,  none  so  charitable  and  unselfish  a  profession  as  that  of  the 
physician.  Yet  the  persecution  which  some  of  the  jihysicians  seek  to 
Inftict  on  the  Christian  Scientists  is  discreditable.  Personally,  when  ill, 
if  compelled  to  make  a  choice,  I  prefer  the  attendance  of  the  physician 
to  that  of  the  minister,  but  others  may  entertain  a  different  view.  It 
took  centuries  of  time  and  untold  numan  suffering  to  establish  the 
right  of  a  man  to  be  saved  or  damned  in  the  next  world  in  his  own  way. 
And  the  right  of  an  adult  sane  person  to  be  cured  or  killed  in  this 
world  in  his  own  way  seems  to  me  to  be  equally  as  great  unless  his 
disease,  being  contagious,  endangers  others,  and  even  in  that  case  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  the  attendance  of  the  Christian  Scientists  can  in 
crease  the  danger.  Doubtless,  the  requirements  of  technical  education 
and  skill  prescribed  as  conditions  for  a  license  to  practice  as  a  physi- 
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dan  are  proper.  In  default  of  such  requirements  -^ve  woulcl  te  subject 
to  be  imposed  upon  by  iiuposlers  and  cliarlataus.  But  no  one,  laowever, 
can  be  deceived  by  tlie  Cliristiaa  Science  reader  except  as  to  ttie  extent 
of  the  special  intervention  of  tlie  Deity  in  liuman  affairs.  As  to  that,  a 
man  tias  a  r:.?ht  to  believe  what  he  chooses,  and  the  further  right  to 
act  on  his  belief.  In  all  Christian  churches  prayers  are  offered  for  the 
recovery  of  the  siclj,  and  all  decent  Christians.  Friends  possibly  ex- 
cepted, believe  in  supporting  their  clergymen.  The  Christian  Scientist 
has  exactly  the  same  ri^ht  to  be  paid  for  his  service. 

There  are  many  other  protests  from  various  sources  that  have 
been  made  public.  I  can  cite  only  a  few  of  them.  The  demand 
of  the  doctors  for  compulsory  physical  examination  of  school 
children  has  aroused  the  most  Indignant  protest  and  opposition. 
I  have  on  previous  occasions  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  this  condition.  The  efforts  of  the  doctors  to  bring  about 
such  objectionable  examinations  have  not  abated,  but,  if  any 
thing,  have  become  more  persistent  and  determined,  and  the 
demand  has  been  extended  to  examinations  of  all  citizens.  In 
an  editorial  in  the  New  Yorli  Evening  Post  of  May  11,  1914, 
entitled,  "The  Trice  of  Health  Worship,"  after  praising  Dr. 
Goldwater  for  his  services  as  commissioner  of  health,  it  is  said 
among  other  things : 

Whether  Dr.  Goldwater,  or  Dr.  Big?s  before  him,  or  the  estimable 
and  distinguished  gentlemen  who  are  the  baclsers  of  the  life  extension 
institute  movement  look  upon  compulsory  medical  examination  of  all 
persons  as  their  goal,  we  can  not  positive'ly  state.  It  looks  very  much 
as  though  they  did.  Dr.  Biggs  has  been  quoted  as  advocating  med- 
ical examination  of  all  "  citizens,"  which  points  very  strongly  thut 
way.  No  unmistakable  statement  of  such  an  object  has  yet  been  made, 
so  far  as  we  ba-.e  observed  ;  but  we  are  as  yot  only  in  the  first  begin- 
nings of  the  movement.    Dr.  Goldwater's  article  closes  as  follows: 

"The  next  great  task  of  preventive  medicine  is,  therefore,  the  inau- 
guration of  universal  periodic  medical  examinations  as  an  indispensa- 
ble means  for  the  control  of  all  diseases,  wliether  arising  from  injurious 
habits,  from  congenital  or  constitutional  weakness,  or  from  social  and 
vocational  conditions." 

If  we  see  this  in  the  green  tree,  what  may  we  expect  to  find  in  the 
dry?  Will  it  be  much  of  a  step  from  "universal"  examination  to 
compulsory  examination?  Will  it  be  much  of  a  step  from  that  to  com- 
pulsory heeding  of  the  results  of  that  examination?  Is  there  any  limit 
that  can  safely  be  set  to  the  extension  not  of  life  but  of  the  meddling 
with  life,  which  this  whole  movement  promises? 

But  it  is  by  no  means  on  the  score  of  legal  compulsion  alone  that  the 
proposal  of  "  universal  periodic  medical  examination  "  is  open  to  objec- 
tion. Whether  brought  about  by  legal  requirement  or  by  the  pressure 
of  general  opinion,  the  benefits  to  health  and  the  prolongation  of  life 
which  it  might  bring  about  would  be  purchased  at  a  tremendous  price. 
What  that  price  would  be  requires  some  power  of  imagination,  perhaps, 
to  realize,  but  some  idea  of  it  may  be  obtained  from  the  very  facts 
which  Dr.  Goldwater  adduces.  Take  but  a  single  one  of  them.  "  In  a 
recent  examination  of  tlie  employees  of  a  New  York  City  bank,"  he 
says,  "  100  per  cent  of  the  employees  were  found  to  be  abnormal  and 
on  the  sure  road  to  diseases  of  heart,  lungs,  kidneys,  or  blood  vessels." 
Very  likely  this  examination  will  have  been  the  means  of  stopping  the 
progress  of  disease  in  the  case  of  some  of  these  men  ;  but  if  tlie  fact  Is 
as  stated,  the  whole  body  of  them  were  suddenly  converted  from  a 
group  of  norm.al  men,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  doubtless  going  about 
their  work  and  their  play  with  no  thought  of  sickness,  into  a  solid 
body  of  semi-invalids.  Who  shall  say  that  the  addition  of  two  or  three 
J  ears  to  the  average  duration  of  their  existence  will  outweigh,  in  the 
scales  which  measure  real  human  values,  the  freedom,  the  elasticity, 
the  unconsciousness  of  the  trammels  of  the  body,  which  have  been 
impaired  or  destroyed  b.v  this  intrusion? 

And  even  from  tlie  standpoint  of  medical  results  in  the  narrowest 
sense  there  is  room  for  grave  misgivings.  Not  all  diagnoses  are  correct ; 
not  all  alarms  given  by  medical  men  are  well  founded.  »  *  «  "  i^^e 
task  before  us,"  says  Dr.  Goldwater,  "  is  to  discover  the  first  sign  of 
departure  from  the  normal  physiological  path,  and  promptly  and 
effectually  to  apply  the  brake."  With  this  as  the  ideal  before  them, 
will  not  the  false  alarms  the  physicians  outnumber  tliose  of  to-dny 
10  to  1  or  50  to  1  ?  Will  not  thousands  of  persons  who  might 
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have  lived  happily  and  comfortably  to  threescore  and  ten  before  that 
'•  liist  sign  oi  depai'ture "  had  developed  into  auythins  serious  be 
called  upon  to  exercise  care,  to  be  solicitous  about  their  bodies  instead 
of  ignoring  them,  and  in  no  one  knows  how  many  cases  have  their 
lives  not  uoly  dulled,  but  actually  rhorteued  by  hypochondria? 

"  Those  to  whom  the'  care  of  delicate  mechanical  apparatus  is  in- 
tn'stcd,  '  says  Dr.  t?6id\vater,  "do  not  wait  until  a  breakdown  occurs, 
but  inspect  and  examine  the  apparatus  minutely  at  regular  intervals, 
and  thus  detect  the  first  sign  of  daniag'?."  This  is  the  favorite  simile 
of  the  health  enthusiasts.  But  in  it  are  embedded  two  fatal  fallacies. 
In  tuc  first  place,  the  working  of  a  machine  is  net  affected  b.v  our 
concern  over  it,  while  our  body  may  be  ;  and,  secondly,  the  only  inter- 
est we  have  in  the  macliiiio  is"  that  it  shall  fnnction  well  as  a  mecha- 
nism, while  in  the  case  of  our  bodies  we  may  deliberately  choose  to 
sacrifice  perfection  oi  the  uiechanisra  to  other  objects  wliicli  we  prize 
more  highlv  ;  indeed,  we  must  do  so  at  some  point  or  other  if  we  wish 
to  keep  out  of  bedlam. 

The  demand  for  forced  examination  and  inspection  is  not 
confined  to  school  children.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  it  to  the 
industrial  worl;ers  in  tlie  country.  In  an  article  in  the  Novem- 
ber, 1914.  Public  He:iUh  Eenort  by  Dr.  Schereschewsky,  sur.coon, 
Public  Health  Service,  entitled  "  Physical  Examination  of  Work- 
ers," such  examinations  are  strongly  insisted  upon.  As  to  the 
extent  to  which  this  interference  with  personal  rights  and  indi- 
vidual liberty  should  go  the  doctor  says : 

Whatever  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well.  The  importance  of 
making  physical  examinations  ■  thorough  can  not  be  overemphasized. 
A  reliable  record  of  the  physical  condition  can  not  be  obtained  by  a 
hasry  and  superficial  examination  ;  the  data  so  collected  are  of  no 
especial  value,  nor  can  incipient  disease  be  detected  by  such  methods. 
What  is  especially  needed  is  a  standard  form  of  physical  examination, 
so  that  the  data  obtained  in  this  manner  for  various  industries  may  be 
comparable. 

Workers  found  suffering  from  physical  defects  and  diseases  should 
be  held  under  observation  and  requested  to  report  back  for  reexamina- 
tion, so  that  advice  as  to  their  condition  may  be  given,  as  well  as  a 
watch  kept  upon  their  progress  to  recovery.  It  is  also  earnestly  rec- 
ommended that  periodic  reexaminations  be  made  of  all  workers,  as  this 
is  the  best  way  of  insuring  a  continuous  state  of  health  on  tlieir  part. 

This  continuous  examination  and  reexamination  would  open 
a  wide  and  lucrative  field  of  labor  for  the  medical  practitioner 
whicli  would  do  infinitely  more  harm  than  good. 

From  an  article  by  the  T>eague  for  Medical  Freedom,  entitled 
"  The  struggle  for  freedom,"  I  take  this  short  extract : 

WILL   PERSONAL   RIGHTS   BH  INVADED? 

But  back  of  all  the  debate  as  to  whether  the  plan  results  in  good  or 
evil  it  is  the  question  of  how  far  the  Government  can  safely  go  in  forc- 
ing legislation  of  limitations,  prohibitions,  and  penalties  upon  the  citi- 
zen respecting  health  matters.  The  argument  is  made  that  there  will 
be  no  attempt  to  invadf  the  rights  of  the  citizen.  Can  we  rely  on  this? 
Are  not  our  school  children  already  stripped,  examined,  treated,  inocu- 
lated, and  otherwise  controlled  without  our  consent  and  mainly  with- 
out even  statutory  authority  ? 

We  do  not  ask  that  measure  of  freedom  that  disregards  the  rights  of 
othei's,  and  needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning  spread  of  disease 
among  helpless  persons  will  be  received  and  readily  obeyed.  But  we 
can  not  give  up  our  right  to  house,  home,  treat,  love,  protect,  shelter, 
and  save  our  children  and  ourselves  and  consign  ourselves  and  our  chil- 
dren to  the  doctrine  of  a  school  of  healing  with  which  we  have  no 
sympathy.  Sanitation,  cleanliness,  quarantine,  and  similar  regulations 
may  be  administered  when  administered  properly,  to  the  end  that  those 
who  do  not  obey  and  those  who  do  not  know  how  to  live  may  be  shown 
the  proper  way.  But  we  know  when  power  is  left  to  discretion  of  a 
class  it  is  usually  administered  with  autocratic  and  despotic  hand. 

Early  in  1913  the  President  was  reported  to  have  said  to  a 
gathering  of  social  workers  in  Hoboken,  N.  J. : 

Most  of  the  things  yovi  have  spoken  of  are  without  political  embar- 
rassment.   One  that  does  have  political  embarrassment  is  the  heaitb- 
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department  project.  There  is  a  fear  in  many  minds  that  we  are  about 
to  set  up  wh.it  has  been  called  a  "medical  trust."  It  is  very  desirable 
to  remove  that  idea. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  embarrass  the  President  or  to  do 
him  any  injustice.  Therefore,  I  may  say  tc  the  Senate  that  the 
President  disclaims  the  language  attributed  to  him.  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  he  was  misquoted.  Therefore,  the  editorials  I  am 
about  to  submit  are  not  jn'oduced  to  reflect  upon  or  criticize  the 
President,  but  to  show  the  prevalent  feeling  against  any  effort 
to  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  in  the  matter  of  medi- 
cine or  of  resorting  to  the  remedy  of  his  choice  in  case  of 
sickness. 

The  supposed  statement  of  the  President  was  very  generally 
commented  on  by  the  press.  I  submJt  a  few  editorials  bearing 
on  the  question : 

[From  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  of  January  28,  1013.] 

-XO   "  MEDICAL  TnUST  "  WANTED. 

President-elect  Wilson,  in  the  course  of  an  address  to  a  gathering  of 
social  workers  at  the  private  house  in  Hoboken,  where  he  was  a  week- 
end guest,  is  reported  to  have  said  of  the  proposal  for  national  super- 
vision of  hnalth  and  sanitation  : 

"  Most  of  the  thin','S  you  have  spoken  of  are  without  political  em- 
barrassment. One  that  does  have  political  embarrassment  is  the  heallh 
department  project.  There  is  a  fear  in  many  minds  that  we  are  about 
to  set  up  what  has  been  called  a  '  medical  trust.'  It  is  very  desirable 
to  remove  that  idea." 

It  is  very  desirable.  There  is  nothing,  except  his  religious  convictions, 
with  whicii  the  average  citizen  so  deeply  resents  governmental  inter- 
ference as  in  matters  affecting  his  hcalth'and  the  health  of  his  family. 
Any  sort  of  dictation  about  what  measures  he  shall  take  to  preserve 
or  restore  health  the  average  man  regards  as  an  unbearable  outrage. 

Althougli  Mr.  Wilson  went  on  to  say  that  lie  had  "  never  seen  any 
serious  proposal  to  put  any  particular  school  of  medicine  in  charge  of 
the  national  Iiealth,"  precisely  such  an  intention  was  widely  imputed 
to  the  measure  most  earnestly  urged  in  the  last  Congress.  Whether 
justified  or  not,  these  imputations  were  confirmed  in  the  minds  of  thou- 
sands by  the  apparent  unanimity  with  which  medical  societies  of  a 
particular  school  urged  the  passage  of  the  Owen  bill. 

It  is  probably  true  that  desirable  measures  of  sanitation  and  diseaso 
prevention  could  be  more  effectively  administered  under  national  au- 
thority. But  so  long  as  doctors  disagree  so  widely  and  violently  among 
themselves  it  is  impossible  to  expect  the  laity  to  accept  any  method 
of  treatment  of  di.sease  as  right  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  methods. 

Anything  that  even  looked  like  a  "  medical  trust  "  would  lie  wirifly 
and  deeply  resented  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  citiiiens.  The  politi- 
cal party  that  makes  itself  responsible  for  any  legislation  whicli  can 
be  so  construed  will  have  only  its  own  folly  to  blame  for  its  subsequent 
troubles.    And  it  will  have  plenty  of  troubles. 

[From  the  Boston  Post  of  January  28,  1913.] 

NO  MEDICAL  TRUST. 

President  elect  Wilson  is  reported  to  have  told  a  private  meeting  of 
social  workers  in  Hoboken  the  other  day  that,  in  so  far  as  he  could  have 
anything  lo  say  about  the  matter,  there  would  be  no  placing  of  any 
possible  bureau"  of  health  in  control  of  a  particular  school  of  medicine. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  report  is  true. 

While  allopathy  is  still  the  dominant  medical  practice  In  this  coun- 
try, there  .-ire  millions  of  people  who  are  adherents  of  homeopathy  and 
are  convinced  of  the  eood  it  has  done  them.  So  of  other  lesser  schools. 
To  give  the  so-called  "  regulars  "  sole  power  over  a  Federal  health 
bureau  would  be  an  outrageous  injustice  to  a  large  class  of  American 
citizens. 

[From  the  Christian  Science  Monitor  of  January  20,  1013.] 

Pr.ESIDKXT  ELECT  AND   .MEDICAL  TRCST. 

A  private  gathering  of  persons  described  as  "  prominent  social  work- 
ers," held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Cai-oline  P>,  -Alexander,  Hoboken,  N.  J., 
on  Sunday,  was  addressed  by  President  elect  Wilson.  Representatives 
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of  the  prpss  were  not  admitted,  but  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 
the  hostess  frave  out  a  statement  attributed  to  Mr.  Wilson,  from  which 
the  follovvinR  excerpts  are  taken  : 

"  Every  subject  treated  hero  to-day  engaged  my  deep  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm. My  enthusiasm  is  in  proportion  generally  to  the  practica- 
bility of  a  scheme.  *  *  *  Most  of  the  thin.i^s  that  you  have  spoken 
are  without  political  embarrassment.  One  that  does  have  political  em- 
barrassment is  the  health-department  pro.iect.  *  «  *  There  is  -a 
fear  in  many  minds  that  we  are  about  to  set  up  what  has  been  called 
a  medical  trust,  and  it  is  very  desirable  to  remove  that  idea.  1  have 
never  seen  any  serious  proposal  to  put  any  particular  school  of  medi- 
cine in  charRe  of  the  national  health." 

Mr.  Wilson  exhibits  keen  discernment  in  discoverinz  that  "  there  is  a 
fear  in  many  minds  that  we  are  about  to  set  up  what  has  been  called  a 
medical  trust,"  and  in  recogniziuR  the  desirability  of  removing  this 
Idea.  The  possibility  of  its  removal  in  existinR  circumstanc  s  is.  'row- 
ever,  another  matter.  If  :he  President  elect  has  not  "seen  any  serious 
proposal  to  put  any  particular  school  of  medicine  in  cliarge  of  the  na- 
tional health,"  it  is  because  no  such  proposal  is  necessary.  A  particular 
school  of  medicine  is  now.  and  has  been  for  years,  in  charge  of  the 
"  national  health,"  so  far  as  it  is  and  has  been  within  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  confer  such  authority.  The  allopathic  school  dominates 
the  Federal  medical  service.  It  exercises,  and  has  exercised  for  years, 
a  close  monopoly  in  this  respect.  No  other  school  of  medicine  has 
recosuition  or  opportunity  worth  mentionins  in  any  of  tlie  departments 
of  the  National  Government,  civil  or  military.  It  is  all  but  stamped  as 
the  state  school  of  medicine  ;  it  is  all  but  empowered  to  drive  out  all 
other  schools  of  medicine.  What  is  necessary  to  impose  allopathy  upon 
the  Nation  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  niethod  of  healinjr,  so  far  as 
law  can  regulate  the  popular  conscience  and  direct  and  control  the 
popular  will,  is  not  to  "  put  any  particular  school  of  medicine  in  eiiarge 
of  the  national  health,"  but  simply  to  create  a  department  of  health, 
of  which  the  allopathic  school,  already  dominant  in  every  other  respect, 
may  take  possession. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  right  in  the  view  that  there  is  political  embarrassment 
In  any  proposal  of  this  kind.  Ills  party  at  Baltimore  saw  this,  and  in 
an  effort  to  be  noncommittal  became  vague  by  reaffirming  "  previous 
declarations  advocating  the  union  and  strengthening  of  the  various  gov- 
ernmental agencies  relating  to  pure  foods,  quarantine,  vital  statistics, 
and  human  health  *  *  *  without  partiality  to  or  discrimination 
against  any  school  of  medicine  or  system  of  healing."  But  the  issue,  we 
think,  is  one  that  will  have  to  he  frankiy  put  and  s(]uarely  met.  no 
matter  how  embarrassing  it  may  be  to  political  parties  or  to  statesmen. 
The  proposition  involved  is  so  simple  that  those  who  run  may  grasp  it 
In  all  its  fulness  and  seriousness.  It  is  whether  the  allopathic  school 
of  medicine — the  school  of  political  doctors — shall  be  granted  absolute 
power  in  all  matters  relating  to  sanitation  and  health  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  this  power  cariying  with  it  the  right  to  say  how 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  shall  be  treated,  regardless  of  the  personal 
and  "religious  freedom  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution. 

We  can  not  now  believe  that  as  President  Woodrow  Wilson's  excep- 
tionally clear  perception  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  individual  citizen 
will  he  dulled  by  any  degree  of  enthusiasm  for  any  misdirected  efforts 
of  social  workers  or  others. 

The  following  extracts  from  some  remarks  of  Dr.  John  M. 
Hodge,  published  in  Health  Culture  for  January,  1913,  are  in- 
teresting : 

In  many  of  our  American  cities  and  villages  the  medico-political 
schemer  has  already  succeeded  through  false  promises  in  having  the 
pupils  in  the  public  schools  placed  under  the  care  of  political  drug 
doctors,  whose  privilege  it  is  to  experiment  upon  the  children  at  the 
taxpayers'  expense. 

To  a  lo.gical  and  unbiased  mind  it  is  incomprehensible  why  healthy 
school  pupils  should  he  placed  at  the  mercy  of  political  doctors.  *  *  * 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  compulsory  medical  inspection  of  school 
children  is  not  needed,  is  not  desired,  and  has  never  been  asked  for  by 
the  parents  of  school  children  nor  by  the  public. 

The  demand  for  compulsory  medical  inspection  of  pupils  comes  from 
political  doctors,  who  desire  to  create  places  and  revenue  for  themselves 
and  their  confederates.  Compulsory  medical  inspection  of  school  chil- 
dren is  a  lucrative  branch  of  State  medicine,  in  which  political  doctors 
alone  are  the  beneficiaries. 

The  present  demand  for  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  which 
Is  so  prevalent,  is  due  chiefly  to  a  systematic  campaign  diligently  pushed 
by  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  placing  of  school  children  in 
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the  hands  of  monopoly-seekinjr  doctors  without  the  consent  of  the 
parent  or  gnardian  will  result  in  biirdenins  the  taxpayers  with  an  ever- 
increasing  army  of  State-paid  political  doctors. 

The  majority  of  doctors  appointed  as  medical  inspectors  are  incom- 
petents who  are  unable  to  establish  a  practice  for  themselves.  They 
receive  the  appointment  through  political  influence  without  inquiry  as 
to  fitness  for  the  place.  The  main  qualification  required  of  them  is 
that  they  have  political  "  pull."  This  is  the  class  of  doctors  who 
go  into  our  public  schools  and  experiment  upon  children  at  the  tax- 
payers' expense  and  without  the  consent  of  the  children's  parents. 

Compulsory  medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  intended  by  its 
self-seeking  promoters  to  secure  places  for  an  ever-increasing  army  of 
State-supported  doctors,  who  are  seeking  to  establish  by  legislative 
enactment  a  monopoly  of  medical  practice.  Compulsory  medical  in- 
spection of  schools,  if  attained,  will  be  toward  the  establishment  of 
State  medicine,  which  would  be  a  greater  evil  than  State  religion. 

The  American  Medical  Association  aims  to  establish  a  medical  hier- 
archy which  shall  control  the  people  from  birth  to  death. 

The  bureaucratic  rule  which  it  hopes  to  secure  in  the  National 
Government  is  un-American  in  principle  and  despotic  in  spirit.  It  is 
monopolistic  and  tyrannical  in  the  most  olfensive  sense  of  those  terms. 

The  conscience-guided  American  citizen  is  resolutely  opposed  to  the 
encroachment  of  the  privilege-seeking  advocate  of  State  medicine. 
The  American  people  are  opposed  to  both  State  medicine  and  State 
religion  ;  also  to  the  policy  of  extending  special  privilege  to  any  sect 
in  religion,  medicine,  or  philosophy. 

Mr.  President,  the  strenuous  efforts  that  are  being  made  to 
establish  a  monopoly  in  the  healing  of  disease  are  attributed 
almost  entirely  to  a  certain  class  of  doctors  belonging  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  often  referred  to  as  "  political 
doctors."  It  is  understood  by  everybody  that  there  is  no  public 
demand  for  any  of  the  legislation  having  for  its  purpose  the 
exaltation  find  continuance  in  power  of  one  school  of  medicine 
and  the  exclusion  of  all  other  modes  of  healing,  and  that  it  is 
a  selfish  effort  on  the  part  of  some,  not  nearly  all,  of  that 
school  to  benefit  themselves  'without  regard  to  the  needs  of  the 
general  public. 

Objection  to  the  monopolistic  methods  of  the  association  has 
not  been  confined  to  outsiders.  Some  of  its  members  have 
protested  loudly  against  the  unjust  and  suicidal  course  it  has 
taken.  One  of  the  most  persistent  of  these  is  Dr.  G.  Frank 
Lydston,  of  Chicago.  I  am  convinced  from  the  information 
I  have  obtained  that  Dr.  Lydston  is  a  physician  of  ability  and 
standing  and  a  man  of  high  character  and  strict  integrity. 
I  understand  that  he  is  personally  known  to  more  than  one 
Member  of  this  bodj',  who  will  vouch  for  his  standing  as  a 
man  and  a  physician.  I  am  about  to  quote  from  a  pamphlet 
of  which  Dr.  Lydston  is  the  author.  It  was  published  in  Febru- 
ary, 1913.  It  is  entitled,  "A  Privileged  Medical  Class— The 
Latest  Move  of  Medical  Trust  Monopoly — A  Warning  to  the  Pro- 
fession, the  Public,  and  Especially  to  State  Legislatures  and 
Medical  Examining  Boards." 

As  this  pamphlet  relates  mainly  to  the  manipulations  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  obtain  control  of  the  Medical 
Eeserve  Corps,  the  doctor's  warning  should  have  been  extended 
to  Congress.  I  now  call  the  contents  of  this  pamphlet  to  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of 
the  Senate.  It  should  move  that  committee  to  investigate  con- 
ditions in  the  War  Department  relating  to  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps. 

He  says: 

The  attempt  by  certain  medical  monopolists  to  "  corner  "  everything 
pertaining  to  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  United  States  is  bo  flagrant 
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thflt  it  is  marvelous  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  profession  does  not 
wake  up.  Medical  schools,  health  hoards,  medical  ,1ournalism,  medical 
publishing,  medical  advertising,  medical  appointments  of  all  kinds — the 
medical  octopus  is  after  them'  all,  and  is  likely  to  get  them  all  while 
the  profession  sleeps. 

One  might  suppose  that  the  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army, 
could  not  he  made  the  playground  of  the  medical  octopus.  Not  so,  how- 
ever. In  the  near  future  I  shall  prove  to  the  citizens  of  this  country 
that  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  is  dominated  by  and  sub- 
verted to  the  base  uses  of  the  dominant  American  ring  of  medical  poli- 
ticians. I  ask  the  profession  to  read  and  carefully  weigh  the  proof 
which  I  shall  later  submit. 

I  shall  herein  limit  myself  to  the  presentation  ot  as  pretty  a  little 
scheme  of  professional  graft  as  ever  has  been  sprung  upon  an  unsus- 
pecting public  and  long-suffering  profession.  I  refer  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  privileged  class  from  the  Army,  I'avy,  and  Marine  Hospital 
medical  services  and  the  proposed  attempt  to  add  to  this  class  the 
Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army,  and  to  further  extend  the 
privileges  of  all  of  these  branches  of  the  Government  medical  services. 

The  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army,  was  a  scheme  of  the 
medical  octopus,  by  which  it  proposed — 

1.  To  get  its  tentacles  onto  the  Army,  and  thereby  creep  close  to  the 
throne  in  Washington. 

2.  To  get  more  political  influence  through  the  large  numbers  and  wide 
ramifications  of  the  corps  and  more  power  by  having  more  bribes  to 
dispense  wherewith  to  win  satellites  and  prestige.  As  I  v;ill  prove  in 
a  paper  now  in  preparation,  it  has  done  these  things  most  etfectually. 

The  first  batch  of  appointees  to  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  of  Chicago 
comprised  the  editor-manager-boss  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  12  of  his  official  family,  only  1  of  whom  had  ever  worn  any  uniform 
save  the  "  collar  "  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Every  local 
official  of  tlie  American  Medical  Association  is  now  in  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps  Association  of  Chicago,  which  numbers  112  memliers.  to 
say  nothing  of  members  at  large  who  have  not  joined  the  association. 
The  tirst  president  of  the  Illinois  division  of  the  reserve  -corps  was  an 
ex-president  and  ex-treasurer  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Its  present  vice  president  is  a  paid  employee  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  What  prevails  here  is  duplicated  in  every  State  in  the 
Union. 

As  to  the  personnel  of  the  Illinois  Reserve  Corps  Association,  its 
roster  contains  the  names  of  the  following:  The  cditor-manager-bos3 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  two  ex-presidents  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  (one  a  former  treasurer  of  the  American  Medical 
Association),  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  .-\merlcan  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  local  trustee  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  two  associ- 
ate editors  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  former  trustee  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  two  editors  of  subsidiary  .iournals 
of  the  Amei'ican  Medical  -Association,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
public  health  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  education  of  the  .American  Medical  Association,  and  ex- 
chairmen  galore,  a  member  of  the  council  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy, 
American  Medical  Association,  three  secretaries  of  sections,  American 
Medical  Association.  In  brief,  every  Chicago  member  of  the  oligarchic 
ring,  and  practically  every  one  of  its  satellites  is  in  the  Illinois  Reserve 
Corps  Association. 

Commissions  in  the  reserve  corps  are  supposed  to  be  issued  after  a 
rigid  examination.  The  majority  of  the  Chicago  contingent  were  not 
examined  at  all — not  iven  physically.  Any  examination  which  may 
have  been  given  in  most  cases  was  a  farce.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
only  two  were  examined  as  Is  pretended  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  and 
these  gentlemen  were  not  examined  in  Chicago.  The  "  examining 
board  "  in  most  cases  was  a  single  Army  medical  officer,  and  the  ex- 
amination essentially  consisted  of  "  How  do  you  do?  What  is  your 
name?    Good  day." 

N.  B. — I'art  14,  Manual  for  the  Medical  Department,  United  States 
Army,  provides  for  an  examination  for  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  as 
follows  : 

"  MEDICAL  liESEItVE  CORPS. 

"(b)  The  statement  and  certificate  having  been  given  and  the  diploma 
submitted,  the  board  will  then  make  a  thorough  physical  examination 
of  the  applicant,  which  must  conform  in  all  respects  to  that  required 
of  candidates  for  commission  in  the  Medical  Corps.    (Par.  5a.) 

"  If  any  physical  disqualification  for  the  service  is  found  the  ex- 
amination will  be  discontinued.    The  findings  and  action  of  the  board 
will  be  reported  on  Form  145a,  modified  to  suit  the  case. 
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"(c)  The  applicant  having  been  found  physically  qualified  the  hoard 
Will  next  proceed  with  his  professional  examination  in  the  following 
subjects  : 

"  I'ractice  of  medicine,  surgery,  obstetrics  and  gynecology,  and 
hygiene  This  examination  will  be  oral  and  sufficiently  comprehensive 
to  determine  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  apijlicant  is 
qualified  to  practice  his  profession  under  the  usual  conditions  of  the 
military  service.  Should  the  oral  examination  in  any  subject  be  un- 
satisfactory, the  applicant  may  be  required  to  take  a  written  examina- 
tion therein." 

The  profession  will  kindly  notice  the  "jokers"  In  sections  (b)  and  (c). 
Most  astoundins.  A  report  "  modified  to  suit  the  case."  An  examina- 
tion for  an  Army  commission  which,  it  is  claimed,  should  give  a  man 
the  right  to  obtain  without  examination  a  license  to  practice  in  any 
State  in  the  Union. 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  establishment  of  a  privileged  class? 
Eead  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  Lewis  and  the  oSicial  reply  to  an 
inquiry  which  he  made  of  the  Surgeon  General,  United  States  .\rmy  : 

Chicago,  III.,  January  10^  1013. 

Deae  Dr.  Lydston  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  December  !•'),  asking 
me  for  information  relative  to  the  "  license  "  status  of  the  members  of 
the  Medical  lieserve  Corps,  1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  answer  of  the 
Surgeon  General  to  my  query.  Itelaiive  to  your  questions  as  to  the 
examinations  for  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  I  will  state  that  I,  and 
many  others  within  my  knowledge,  were  not  required  to  pass  an  ex- 
amination of  any  kind 

Very  truly,  IIexrt  F.  Lewis,  M.  D., 

First  Lieutenant  Medical  Reserce  Corps, 

United  estates  Army. 

Upon  what  meat  do  our  military  medical  Cassars  feed  that  they  have 
grown  so  great  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  medical-practice  laws 
to  which  even  gray-haired  professors  must  submit? 

The  American  Medical  Association  medical  reserve  corps  can  not  "  put 
anything  over"  in  Illinois  under  the  present  State  board  of  health,  for 
a  Very  peculiar  reason — the  president  of  the  board.  Dr.  George  W. 
Webster,  understands  the  situation,  as  the  following  correspondence 
shows : 

Chicago,  III.,  December  li,  1012. 

Dr.  George  W.  Webster, 

S3  Aorth  State  Street,  Chicago. 
Mr  Dear  Dr.  Webster  :  I  am  interested  in  the  method  of  formation 
of  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army.     As  you  are  a 
member  of  said  corps,  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  the  following 
questions,  which  I  trust  you  may  do  me  the  courtesy  of  answering  : 

1.  Who  constituted  the  board  which  examined  you  for  the  Reserve 
Corps  ? 

2.  Were  you  submitted  to  a  physical  examination ;  and  if  so,  what 
was  the  nature  of  said  examination? 

3.  If  a  physical  examination  was  made,  was  same  made  a  matter  of 
record '.' 

4.  Were  you  examined  in  medicine  and  surgery?  If  so,  what  was  the 
nature  of  said  examination  and  in  what  subjects  were  you  examined? 

5.  Was  the  examination  oral  or  written? 

C.  Was  a  record  made  of  your  examination  and  markings? 
Trusting  that  you  may  see  tit  to  give  me  an  early  reply  to  the  fore- 
going query,  I  am. 

Very  fraternally,  G.  Frank  Ltdston. 

Answer : 

DE.iR  De.  Lydston  :  I  was  not  required  to  take  either  a  medical  or  a 
physical  examination. 

Very  sincerely,  Geo.  W.  Webster. 

My  associate.  Dr.  B.  S.  Rogers,  major  and  surgeon.  Second  Infantry 
Illinois  National  Guard,  informs  me  that  he  also  was  not  submitted 
to  examination.  I  wrote  to  a  number  of  others  who  had  informed  me 
that  they  were  not  submitted  to  any  examination,  but  received  no  reply. 
One  gentleman  ^yho  had  already  told  me  the  facts  ca'led  me  up  by  phone 
and  said  that  he  did  not  care  to  go  on  record,  as  he  was  "  afraid  the 
buncli  would  get  him  "  if  he  did.  Two  others,  who  had  already  told  me 
the  facts,  also  begged  off  on  the  ground  that  if  they  went  on  re.  ord  it 
"might  hurt  their  business."  Is  it  not  about  time  that  the  evil  system 
which  is  sapping  the  manhood  of  the  American  doctor  was  overthrown? 

The  following  rule  boars  upon  the  method  of  applying  for  admission 
to  the  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army  : 
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"  Permission  to  appear  before  tlie  board  Is  obtained  by  letter  to  The 
Adjutant  General  of  tbe  Army,  wliicb  must  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
applicant,  giving  the  date  and  place  of  his  birth  and  the  phice  and 
State  of  which  he  is  a  permanent  resident.  He  must  also  furnish  cer- 
tificates based  on  personal  acquaintanceship,  character,  and  habit." 

This  is  a  huge  joke.  The  method  followed  in  Chicago  was  the  selec- 
tion by  the  A.  M.  A.  ring  of  names  "  acceptable  "  to  themselves.  No 
one  who  was  persona  non  grata  to  the  oligarchy  ever  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  submit  an  application  in  writing.  Applications  were  made  and 
acted  on  where  the  alleged  "  applicant  "  was  Ignorant  of  both  the 
application  and  tl^e  action  taken  upon  it. 

One  of  the  requirements  for  admission  to  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps 
of  the  Army  pertains  to  the  applicant's  age.  as  follows  :  "An  applicant 
for  appoinlment  in  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  must  be  between  22  and 
45  years  of  age." 

N.  B. — Nearly  70  of  the  112  members  of  the  Chicago  association  are 
above  the  age  limit. 

The  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army,  as  at  present  con- 
stituted is  a  farce  and  merely  a  kitchen  for  the  medicopolitical  trust 
monopoly — a  kitchen  in  wliic'h  to  prepare  its  scheme  of  graft,  power, 
revenge,  and  politics.  Graft  is  the  acquirement  of  money,  honors,  prop- 
erty, or  any  emolument  without  giving  the  quid  pro  quo.  That  the 
Medical  Reserve  Corps,  United  States  Army,  is  used  for  political  pur- 
poses I  will  prove  later.  When  the  Medical  Department  of  the  .\rmy 
is  used  by  medical  politicians  for  their  own  private  ends  it  is  time 
for  the  great  American  citizen  and  the  apathetic  .American  doctor  to 
"  sit  up  and  take  notice."  That  this  has  been  done,  and  that  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army  Is  at  present  under  the  control  of  the 
octopus,  I  will  shortly  demonstrate  beyond  pcradvcnture  of  doubt.  I 
am  curious  to  see  whether  the  rank  and  file  of  the  profession  believe 
In  the  methods  of  the  men  who  arc  trying  to  dominate  and  monopolize 
American  medicine.  I  am  still  more  curious  to  learn  wlicther  or  not  the 
rank  and  file  really  like  to  have  their  rights  as  American  citizens 
trampled  on. 

If  there  are  to  be  any  special  privileges,  why  not  have  a  competitive 
examination  and  give  everybody  a  chance?  Is  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps,  United  States  Army,  to  be  the  only  department  of  the  medical 
service  to  wliicli  only  the  politically  chosen  few  can  be  appointed,  and 
after  a  fake  examination  or  without  any  examination?  And  why  not 
give  the  preference  to  men  of  military  experience  rather  than  to  ob- 
stetricians, neurologists,  pedistricians,  oplithalmologists,  and  gynecolo- 
gists? Military  experience  and  a  knowledge  of  military  surgery  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  examination  requirements. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  tbe  new  administration  will  approve 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  being  made  a  kitchen  for 
medical  politics. 

What  about  the  woman  doctor?  What  provisions  has  the  medico- 
political  gang  that  is  running  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
made  for  her?  What  special  privilege  is  to  be  provided  for  her?  She 
can  not  join  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Hospital  Service,  nor  even 
the  Medical  Reserve  Corps.  Possibly  the  medical  Cabinet  officer  whom 
we  are  to  have  when  the  gang  acquires  complete  control  of  medical 
matters  In  the  United  States  is  to  be  a  woman.  Let  us  hope  so.  Tbe 
situation  will  require  some  features  of  redemption.  I  would  suggest 
that  tbe  female  suffragists  give  this  matter  due  consideration. 

Then  there  is  the  homeopath — he  and  his  clientele  vote,  own  prop- 
ertv,  and  pay  taxes.  His  school  is  recognized  as  legal.  What  special 
privileges  is  the  homeopath  to  have?  How  many  homeopaths  are  there 
in  the  medical  service  of  the  Government,  particularly  in  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps?  If  the  homeopath  is  not  eligible  to  the  Government 
medical  service  or  to  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  he  can  not  become 
one  of  the  specially  privileged  licensed  to  practice  without  examination 
class  :  but  something  should  be  done  for  him.    Possibly  positions  on  the 

Proposed  Federal  bureau  of  health  will  be  reserved  for  him.  The  all- 
og  A.  M.  A.  ring  is  noted  for  its  fair  play. 
N.  B. — There  are  about  1,200  Medical  Reserve  Corps  men  already 
appointed.  The  number  is  not  limited  by  law.  There  are  some  1.50  in 
Chicago  and  2~)0  in  New  York  alone.  As  these  men  are  all  bound  to  tbe 
A.  M.  A.  ring  by  political  hooks  of  steel,  the  gang  has  an  organization 
In  each  State  which  gives  the  A.  M.  A.  a  powerful  grip  in  Washington. 

Do  the  privileged  medical  class  and  medical  monopoly  accord  with 
the  principles  of  democracy  and  the  spirit  of  true  American  citizenship? 

In  conclusion,  I  would  ask  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army  how  they 
like  the  placing  of  the  farcical  Medical  Reserve  Corps  on  the  same  plane 
with  themselves?  Do  they  approve  of  the  Surgeon  General's  .\.  M.  A. 
political  scheme?     Do  tUey  really  believe  that  even  they  themselves 
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should  enjoy  special  privileges — privileges  denied  to  other  medical  men? 
If  so,  why? 

Of  this  much  Washington  may  be  assured,  viz  :  Behind  the  protest 
which  I  have  m.ade  herewith  will  stand  several  million  fair-minded 
American  citizens  and  every  physician  in  this  country,  in  or  outside 
the  A.  M  A.,  who  is  not  a  beneficiary  of  medical  trust  politics.  The 
new  administration  would  do  well  to  count  these  men  before  passing  on 
what  I  have  herewith  submitted. 

Let  the  profession  remember  what  T  have  saicl  over  and  over  again, 
viz,  the  octopus  is  trying  to  monopolize  health  boards,  including  a 
Ifederal  bureau  of  health,  medical  schools,  medical  .iouruals,  and  medical 
publishing  and  advertising,  hospitals,  all  public  offices,  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Army — and  now  comes  the  proposed  monopoly  ot 
oi)erative  surgery.  Who  are  at  the  head  of  the  trust?  Read  Mun'sey's 
Magazine  for  February,  1913. 

Mr.  President,  the  view  tnken  by  some  of  the  lending  women 
of  the  country  of  the  efforts  of  the  Americnn  Medical  Associa- 
tion to  secure  the  kind  of  legislation  I  am  considering  will  be 
shown  by  the  following  extracts  from  the  clear,  logical,  and 
forceful  letter  written  by  Mrs.  Lydia  Avery  Coonley-Ward  to  the 
first  division  of  the  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  of  Illinois: 

In  saying  what  I  think  of  this  bill  I  shall  make  assertions  that  only 
duty  could  compel,  but  I  shall  say  nothing  that  can  not  be  sub- 
stantiated. 

The  mrvement  for  new  medical  legislation  was  instigated  and  is 
maintained  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  powerful  triist. 
JIany  excellent  people  have  interested  themselves  in  it,  but  its  motive 
was  political.  So  dangerous  were  tlie  plans,  so  specious  the  claims, 
so  insidious  the  action  that  the  National  League  for  Medical  Freedom 
was  formed  in  opposition  to  this  and  kindred  efforts,  and  its  rapidly 
growing  ranks  have  been  recruited  from  every  State  until  it  has  over 
800.000  members,  21,000  of  those  being  in  Illinois,  This  lea'.;ue  has 
been  bitterly  o[)posed  and  grossly  maligned,  but  its  members  are  devoted 
to  public  welfare  and  uatrammeled  by  commercial  interests.  They  do 
not  in  the  least  oppose  laws  for  public  health  and  sanitation.'  but 
they  do  oppose  the  efforts  to  force  class  legislation  and  the  subjection 
of  the  people  to  a  medical  system. 

I  do  not  question  the  honesty  of  many  who  favor  the  Owen  bill,  but 
I  do  assert  that  its  instigation  and  maintenance  by  a  powerful  trust 
are  not  to  its  credit,  and  should  prevent  acceptance  Of  its  statements 
without  careful  examination. 

When  Senator  Owr.x  disclaims  the  intention  of  fortifying  one  school 
of  medicine,  we  submit  that  evidence  of  close  relations  with  the 
American  Medical  .Vssoeiation  invalidates  the  claim.  I''rom  the  first 
JLarine  Hospital  report  issued  40  years  ago,  only  the  allopathic  school 
has  been  recognized.  Ncr  has  the  charge  been  denied,  made  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  more  than  a  year  ago,  that  of  the  7.000  doctors  in 
Government  employ  every  one  is  an  allopath.  The  Government  has  no 
more  right  to  be  sectarian  in  medicine  than  in  religion. 

But  for  interested  support  this  propaganda  would  never  have  gained 
prominence.  The  demand  for  a  national  bureau  of  health  has  been 
artificially  created.  Women's  clubs  have  been  besieged  by  humani- 
tarian arauments  and  pleas  for  home  and  child  conservation^ — interests 
dear  to  every  woman's  heart — and  many  have  been  won  by  specious 
arguments  that  will  not  bear  the  light  of  truth. 

The  bill  was  so  obnoxious  in  the  beginning  that  its  friends  amended 
it,  and  even  then  it  failed.  As  it  now  stands  it  has  no  real  use,  but 
is  designed  as  an  entering  wedge.  "  It  will  he  followed  up  until  we 
get  what  we  want  "  has  been  frankly  said.  Let  us  try  to  find  what 
"  we  "  want.  The  hill  contemplates  the  absorption  ot  many  bureaus, 
but  excludes  the  medical  departments  of  Army  and  Navy.  The  first 
bill  would  have  included  them,  but  they  absolutely  refused  to  be 
merged  and  were  too  strong  politically  to  lie  antagonized.  When  asked 
why  bureaus  that  would  naturally  be  first  to  join  the  national  bureau 
are  not  molested.  Senator  Owrm  said  that  it  would  probably  be  im- 
possible to  pnss  the  bill  with  the  hostility  of  the  medical  service  of  the 
Army  and  Navy.  But  why  should  there  be  hostility  to  a  bill  essential 
to  the  well-being  of  the  Nation?  Their  opposition  is  suggestive,  to  say 
the  least. 

I  ask  if  we  ns  women  dare  to  further  these  unworthy  ambitions? 
Our  definite  aim  is  to  promote  purity  of  motive  as  well  as  of  action. 
Let  us  beware  of  the  disguises  in  which  the  Owen  bill  is  wrapped. 
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Great  weight  Is  laid  on  the  impression  that  the  medical  profession  at 
large  considers  this  bill  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health,  whereas  it 
is  only  one  school  that  so  considers  it.  The  national  associations  of  every 
other  prominent  school  are  on  record  against  it.  Are  all  other  schools 
without  concern  in  public  welfare,  excepting  only  the  one  that  is  to 
benefit  by  this  legislation?  Those  who  believe  that  under  this  bill 
power  would  not  be  concentrated  in  the  old  school  should  consider  the 
experience  of  I'resident  Taft.  An  order  for  the  Canal  Zone,  drawn  by 
the  interests  that  push  the  Owen  bill,  was  presented  for  his  signature. 
Believing  it  as  harmless  as  it  seemed,  he  signed  it,  thereby  prohibiting 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  zone  without  a  license  from  the  allo- 
pathic board  of  health  on  pain  of  fine  or  imprisonment.  The  President 
was  forced  to  the  mortifying  necessity  of  modifying  the  bill,  but  even 
now  all  other  schools  are  at  the  mercy  of  "  the  regulars." 

We  are  all  glad  to  admit  that  excellent  work  has  been  done  in  the 
Canal  Zone,  but  we  believe  that  its  value  is  of  a  purely  practical  and 
sauitary  Isind — good  housekeeping  rather  than  the  use  of  serums  and 
drugs,  regarding  which  there  is  fundamental  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  several  schools  of  medicine.  There  is  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion regarding  the  efficacy  of  the  laws  of  sanitation.  What  they  have 
done  in  the  zone  they  can  do  in  the  United  States  just  as  well,  and  no 
further  legislation  is  needed  to  this  end. 

In  the  beginning  Prof.  Fisher  wrote  to  a  physician  asking  for  a  gen- 
erous contribution  to  nush  the  new  bureau,  saying  that  it  is  a  pro.iect 
that  "  will  surely  expand  within  a  decade  so  that  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  Government  money  "  will  be  at  its  service.  This  alone  should 
make  women  pau:;  before  risking  their  reputation  for  economical  man- 
agement. With  vc.ct  expenditures  this  bill  would  bring  politics  into 
medicine  and  medicine  into  nolitics.  Only  last  year  an  unwary  mem- 
ber of  a  western  legislature  presented  a  bill  proposing  a  tax  of  50  cents 
a  month  on  every  family  in  the  State  for  the  services  of  a  government- 
appointed  doctor,  and  it  came  very  near  passing.  Perhaps  if  it  had 
had  tlie  indorsement  of  the  women's  clubs  of  the  State  it  might  have 
passed.  Yet  it  was  simply  a  bolder  effort  in  the  direction  of  the  Owen 
bill.  Why  should  women  advocate  centralization  at  Washington  when 
an  effort  at  this  moment  is  being  made  to  prevent  the  exploitation  of 
taxpayers  by  keeping  things  in  local  hands? 

Shall  we  not  hesitate  before  trying  to  add  to  burdens  already  oppres- 
sive the  "millions  upon  millions"  the  passage  of  tlie  Owen  bill  pre- 
dicts? We  should  make  sure  that  the  present  comparatively  econom- 
ical management  is  ineffective  before  putting  enormous  financial  power 
Into  unknown  hands  at  Washington. 

In  a  matter  as  tremendously  important  as  this  each  woman  should 
inform  herself  personally  before  voting,  and  if  each  makes  examina- 
tion of  the  facts  I  am  sure  indorsement  will  never  follow. 

I  know  of  a  committee  appointed  by  a  club  to  examine  and  report 
upon  this  bill.  The  acceptnnce  of  a  place  on  an  investigating  com- 
mittee presupposes  impartiality — an  open  mind — without  opinions 
formed  in  advance.  By  request  three  eminent  health  authorities  ap- 
peared before  this  committee,  and  yet,  althougli  two  of  them  opposed 
the  bill,  the  committee  advised  the  club  to  indorse  it.  There  should 
be  assurance  in  advance  that  a  case  like  this  is  not  prejudged.  Its 
members  ought  to  be  as  impartial  as  jurors  are  required  to  be. 

Because  I  believe  from  rey  heart  thi-se  things  that  I  have  written 
I  beg  that  our  clubs  will  not  indorse  the  Owen  bill  or  any  similar 
measure  creating  a  national  department  of  health  or  extending  the 
present  health  powers  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  cases  where  the 
doctors  have  endeavored  to  secure  the  powerful  influence  of 
Avouien's  clubs  to  bring  about  the  passage  of  laws  in  their  own 
interests.  In  many  cases  indorsements  have  been  obtained 
from  such  clubs  by  unwarranted  statements  and  appeals  to 
women's  natural  sympathies  for  any  effort  that  is  understood 
to  be  for  the  public  good,  especially  where  they  are  made  to 
believe  that  the  health  of  the  children  is  to  be  preserved  by  that 
mea  as. 

But  an  inquiry  into  the  motives  that  impel  action  on  the  part 
of  tlie  doctors  and  the  objects  they  have  in  view  will  prevent 
all  good  women  from  supporting  such  proposed  legislation.  Most 
of  the  effort  is  to  procure  legislation  that  will  put  the  "  regular" 
doctors  in  control  of  all  medical  and  other  healing  activities. 
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Sernm  Remedies. 

The  doctors  hare  conceived  the  idea  that  every  disease  is 
caused  by  some  disease  germ  or  microbe,  and  that  there  is 
some  remedial  health  germ  that  will  destroy  it  and  thereby  re- 
store the  patient  to  health.  So  they  have  been  hunting  about, 
first,  to  find  the  particular  disease  germ  that  produces  each 
ailment.  They  have  vivisected  animals  and  prospected  the 
bodies  of  dead  human  and  animal  beings  for  enlightenment 
along  these  microbe  lines.  They  have  not  stopped  there.  Live 
children  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  be  -r.-ithout  protection 
from  their  inhuman  explorations  have  been  made  the  victims  of 
their  search  for  information  about  disease  germs  and  the  means 
of  their  destruction.  Their  endeavors  have  led  to  the  most  fan- 
tastic theories  and  the  most  loathsome  remedies  for  disease 
germs.  The  vile  concoctions  that  have  been  and  are  being  in- 
jected and  poured  into  human  bodies,  often  causing  disease  and 
suffering  even  unto  death,  is  appalling.  No  one  knows  whether 
any  of  the  serums  and  other  like  remedies  devised  by  the  doc- 
tors as  a  result  of  their  theories  about  disease  germs  have  ever 
healed  a  single  disease  or  prevented  it.  But  it  is  known  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt  that  thousands  of  people,  many  of  them 
innocent  and  helpless  children,  ha\e  been  killed  and  thousands 
of  others  inoculated  with  loathsome  diseases  by  their  use. 
Whether  they  heal  or  prevent  disease  or  not  is  a  matter  of 
sheer  speculation,  not  knowledge.  A  serum  is  administered  and 
a  patient  gets  well.  Whether  it  was  because  of  the  serum  or 
in  spite  of  it  no  one  can  tell.  But  if  the  patient  dies  suddenly 
after  the  administiation  of  the  drug,  with  all  the  symptoms  of 
poisoning,  the  cause  and  the  result  is  too  apparent  to  be  doubted. 
Then,  all  kinds  of  excuses  are  made  for  the  fearful  consequences 
of  a  doctor's  fatal  blunder.  Serums  are  forced  on  whole  armies 
and  navies  and  on  school  children,  from  which  fearful  deaths 
occur.  The  epidemic  of  disease  that  is  feared  does  not  occur. 
But  who  knows  whether  its  failure  to  occur  was  the  result  of 
the  administration  of  the  drug? 

Sometimes  the  serum  is  administered,  and  the  much-feared 
epidemic  of  disease  does  come,  and  the  people  who  were  inocu- 
lated sicken  and  die  like  all  the  rest.  And,  then,  what?  Oh, 
there  was  something  wrong  with  the  virus  or  serum.  But  who 
knows?  We  go  on  experimenting  and  risking  our  lives  and  our 
health  at  the  dictation  of  the  doctors,  the  command  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  ofHcers.  and  in  obedience  to  cruel  and  inhuman 
laws  upon  the  mere  theories  and  speculations  of  the  doctors. 
We  surrender  the  lives  of  our  children  to  the  experimentations 
of  these  men  who  have  utterly  failed  to  heal  disease  by  the 
methods  they  have  resorted  to  for  centuries  and  are  trying  out 
other  remedies  equally  futile  and  none  the  less  destructive  to 
health  and  life.  And  the  people  are  compelled  by  law  and  health 
regulations  to  submit  to  be  slaughtered  by  these  loathsome 
alleged  remedies,  whether  they  will  or  not.  The  most  ruthless 
enforcement  of  these  remedies  will  be  found  in  the  Army  and 
Navy.  Officers  of  these  departments  have  been  made  to  believe 
that  such  remedies  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  dis- 
eases supposed  to  be  infectious.  To  prevent  this  they  require 
every  soldier  and  sailor  to  submit  to  be  inoculated  with  the 
various  serums  that  are  supposed  to  prevent  certain  diseases. 
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Their  bodies  are  made  receptacles  of  these  foul  and  unhealthy 
concoctions.  A  conspicuous  case  of  the  kind  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge a  short  time  ago  that  will  serve  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  iiractice  which  prevails  in  the  Army  and  Navy  in  the  en- 
forced administration  of  such  remedies: 

Joseph  Knpsa  was  a  gunner's  mate  on  one  of  our  war  ships. 
He  was  a  Christian  Scientist,  and  conscientiously  opposed  to 
taking  drugs.  The  Navy  Department  promulgated  an  order  • 
that  all  men  in  the  naval  service  must  be  inoculated  with  a 
serum  supposed  to  prevent  typhoid  fever.  Kapsa  explained 
what  his  beliefs  and  convictions  were,  and  asked  to  be  relieved 
from  complying  with  tho  order.  His  request  was  refused.  He 
then  refused  to  submit  to  the  treatment.  He  was  tried  and 
convicted  of  disobedience  to  orders  and  sentenced  to  two  years' 
imprisonment  and  a  dishonorable  discharge.  He  was  sent  to 
prison,  and  there,  again,  tbe  rules  of  the  prison  required  him  to 
take  the  treatment.  His  attorney  at  his  trial  appealed  to  me  to 
intercede  for  him  when  he  was  first  convicted.  His  punishment 
was  reduced  by  order  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  one 
year's  imprisonment  and  a  dishonorable  discharge.  There  is  no 
better  way  to  lay  the  Kapsa  case  before  the  Senate  than  to 
submit  the  naval  order  and  the  correspondence  that  took  place 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  me,  and  others,  on  the 
subject.    It  is  as  follows : 

[General  Order  No.  133.] 

Navy  Department, 
^Yashington,  D.  C,  December  1,  1911. 

First.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  typhoid 
prophylactic  will  be  administered  to  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps  under  the  age  of  4o  years  who  have  not  already 
received  it  or  who  have  not  already  had  a  well-defined  case  of  typhoid 
fever.  Officers  and  enlisted  men  on  leave  or  on  duty  where  no  medical 
officer  is  available  will  receive  the  typhoid  prophylactic  upon  their  ar- 
rival at  the  first  station  where  this  measure  is  practicable. 

Second.  Typhoid  prophylactic  will  be  administered  to  al!  recruits  under 
45  years  of  age  immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  a  training  station,  re- 
ceiving ship,  or  marine  recruit  depot.  This  applies  to  all  men  reen- 
listing  who  have  not  received  tlie  prophylactic  treatment  within  two 
years  previously  or  had  a  well-defined  case  of  typhoid  fever;  in  case  of 
doubt  the  prophylactic  will  be  administered.  Every  applicant  for  enlist- 
ment in  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  will  be  informed  that  he  must  submit 
to  typhoid  propliylaxis  and  unless  he  agrees  to  acquiesce  in  this  pro- 
cedure he  will  not  be  considered  eligible  for  enlistment. 

Third.  Typhoid  prophylaxis  must  he  regarded  as  a  supplemental  safe- 
guard and 'under  no  circumstances  will  the  usual  sanitary  precautions 
he  modified  or  set  aside. 

Fourth.  The  antityphoid  serum  should  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  by  telegraphic  or  written  request. 

G.  V.  L.  Meyer, 
Secretary  oj  the  Navy. 

~  JLiY  28,  1912. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Secretary  :  I  am  Inclosing  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ralph 
K.  Jacobs,  relating  to  the  court-martial  of  John  Joseph  Kapsa,  gunner's 
mate,  first  class.  United  States  Navy.  May  20,  1912. 

The  letter  explains  clearly  the  conditions  under  which  this  young 
man  was  convicted.  I  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  my  utter  aston- 
ishment that  a  court-martial  composed  of  American  naval  officers 
should  have  imposed  such  a  punishment  under  the  circumstances.  The 
question  may  soon  have  to  be  lested  whether  the  Navy  Department  can 
violate  the  conscientious  religious  convictions  of  its  enlisted  men  by 
such  order  as  was  made  in  this  instance. 

But  I  am  not  writing  to  you  now  to  raise  any  question  of  that  kind, 
although  I  may  be  impelled  to  do  so  later.  The  .iudge  advocate  has 
magnanimously  reduced  the  imprisonment  of  this  young  man  one  year, 
which  leaves  standing  the  order  depriving  him  o£  pay  and  discharging 
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him  dishonorably  from  the  service  at  the  end  of  his  imprisonment.  That 
Is  to  say,  he  is  to  he  dishonorably  discharged  a  year  earlier  than  under 
the  original  sentence. 

I  think  this  man  acted  unwisely.  If  he  were  an  officer,  having  the 
right  to  resign,  he  could  have  satisfied  his  conscience  by  resigning  his 
position;  but  in  his  case  this  could  not  be  done.  lie  must  either  submit 
or  take  the  punishment.  In  one  case  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
and  about  which  I  wrote  you  earlier  an  enlisted  seaman,  under  exactly 
the  same  conditions,  was  not  imprisoned  but  was  given  an  undesirable 
discharge.  Such  a  sentence  might  be  justified,  but  the  one  rendered 
against  this  man  is  utterly  unjustifiable  from  any  point  of  view.  If 
his  conscientious  scruples  prevented  him  from  accepting  the  treatment, 
he  should  have  expected  that  he  would  be  discharged  fi'om  the  service. 
I  have  so  advised  a  number  of  Christian  Scientists  who  were  likely  to 
he  placed  in  the  same  situation.  The  result  of  it  will  be  that  Christian 
Scientists,  who,  I  imagine,  make  as  good  seamen  as  you  have  in  the  Navy, 
will  be  deprived  of  their  right  to  enlist  because  of  the  orders  requiring 
the  kind  of  treatment  that  was  proposed  in  this  case  and  which  is 
obnoxious,  not  only  to  Christian  Scientists  but  to  thousands  of  other 
good  people  in  this  country,  and  all  of  those  now  in  the  service  will  be 
compelled  to  waive  their  conscientious  religious  scruples  and  accept  the 
treatment  or  undergo  such  punishment  as  was  inflicted  in  this  case  or 
some  greater  or  less  punishment,  according  to  the  views  of  the  particu- 
lar officials  composing  the  court-martial  in  a  given  case. 

I  submit  to  you,  with  all  due  respect,  whether  some  conclusion  should 
not  be  arrived  at  by  which  cases  of  this  kind  cnuld  be  disposed  of  and 
Christian  Scientists  who  prefer  that  course  should  be  allowed  to  accept 
an  undesirable  discharge,  whicli  is  certainly  bad  enough  and  unjust 
enoug'i,  rather  than  undergo  imprisonment  where  the  refusal  is  not 
willful,  but  grounded  upon  their  conscientious  convictions?  In  this 
instance  I  understand  Kapsa  prefers  to  receive  an  undesirable  discharge 
or  a  dishonorable  one  rather  than  waive  his  convictions,  although  he 
has  jnade  a  good  seaman  and  is  anxious  to  remain  in  the  service. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  appeal  to  you  for  such  degree  of 
clemency  in  his  case  as  you  may  feel  to  bo  just  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  service.  I  think  it  must  be  seen  by  any  just-minded  man  that 
the  service  can  not  be  benefited  by  the  infliction  of  such  punishment 
as  has  been  imposed  in  this  case.  Religious  persecution  has  never 
yet  aided  in  accomplishing  results.  It  will  simply  bring  about  the 
feeling  of  resentment  which  will  do  much  more  harm  than  good.  For 
myself  I  do  not  desire  to  see  this  condition  of  mind  brought  about.  I 
should  prefer  to  see  Christian  Scientists  denied  the  ri^ht  to  participate 
in  the  public  service  because  of  their  religious  convictions — the  in- 
justice of  which  must  be  apparent  to  anyone — rather  than  have  them 
punished  as  this  man  was  punished,  which  must  arouse  the  stronsest 
Indisnation  and  protest  not  only  from  Christian  Scientists  but  from 
all  just-minded  people. 

Sincerely  yours,  .John  D.  Works, 

United  States  Senator. 

Hon.  G.  TON  L.  Meteb, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasTiington,  D.  C. 

.         •   Department  op  the  Navt, 

M'ashington,  June  lOlS. 

My  Deak  SENATon  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  together  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Ralph 
K.  Jacobs,  relating  to  the  general  court-martial  of  Joseph  J.  Kapsa, 
seaman.  United  States  Navy. 

Mr.  Jacobs  acted  as  counsel  for  Kapsa  at  his  trial  and  there  urged 
as  a  defense  that  the  department's  General  Order  No.  133  of  December 
1,  1011,  is  illegal  in  that  it  violated  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
accused,  and  that  the  direct  order  of  Kapsa's  commandin"-  officer  was 
also  illegal.  Mr.  Jacobs,  however,  quoted  no  authorities  or  precedents 
in  support  of  his  contention.  In  his  letter  to  you  Mr.  .Jacobs  does 
not  insist  upon  his  previous  contention,  but  requests  that  you  intervene 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  clemency,  stating  in  his  letter  :  "  My  own 
belief  is  that  since  the  department  asks  him  to  submit  his  body  to 
treatment  the  case  should  stand  on  a  par  with  those  cases  in  which 
an  enlisted  man  refused  to  undergo  an  operation  which  the  naval 
surgeons  say  is  necessaiy.  in  which  case  the  man  is  discharged  as 
undesirable."  This  statement  of  Mr.  Jacobs  is  erroneous  in  that 
it  fails  to  take  notice  of  the  distinction  that  is  made  between  major 
and  minor  operations.  The  policy  of  the  department  is  not  to  insist 
upon  a  major  operation  against  the  man's  wishes,  but  the  case  is  differ- 
ent in  minor  operations.  The  following  Is  quoted  from  circular  No. 
75560—14369 


90 


11,  Adjutant  General's  office.  War  Department,  of  December  10,  1885, 
and  shows  that  the  policy  of  that  department  with  respect  to  surgical 
operntions  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Navy  Department: 

"  Except  in  the  case  of  a  capital  operation  involving  risk  of  life,  a 
soldier  can  not  refuse  to  submit  to  medical  treatment  or  surgical 
operation  without  sub.iectius  himself  to  trial  by  court-martial  for  will- 
fully avoiding  tieatuicnt  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form the  duties  for  which  tie  enlisted." 

With  regard  to  the  severity  of  Kapsa's  punishment  I  beg  to  invite 
your  attention  to  the  tact  that  the  department  has  reduced  Kapsa's 
sentence  of  imprisooment  to  one  year's  detention  at  the  United  States 
Naval  Disciplinai-y  BarracUs,  i'ort  Koyal,  S.  C.  Detentioners  are  not 
considered  as  prisoners  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  are  not  re- 
quired to  wear  prison  garb,  and  are  not  required  to  perform  hard  labor, 
being  given  such  drills  and  instructions  as  will  fit  them  for  return 
to  the  service  should  they  show  a  proper  disposition  to  submit  to 
discipline  and  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  warrant  special  clemency 
being  exercised  in  their  behalf.  Moreover,  the  department  exercises 
clemency  toward  all  detentioners  by  remitting  one-third  of  the  term 
of  detention,  provided  their  conduct  while  under  detention  is  excellent. 
This  in  Kapsa's  case  wouid  reduce  his  period  of  detention  to  eight 
months.  It  wlii  therefore  be  seen  that  the  punishment  in  his  case  i3 
not  a  severe  one,  considering  the  very  serious  nature  of  his  offe;ise. ' 

Referring  to  those  matters  which  you  urge  in  justification  of  Kapsa's 
offense,  it  may  be  remarked  that  a  man's  religious  "or^victions  can  not 
legally  justify  his  retusai  to  obey  the  law,  or  the  regulations  or  orders, 
which  are  just  as  binding  upon  any  person  in  the  service.  As  stated 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Allgeyer  v.  Louisiana 
(165  U.  S.,  57S),  a  citizen  "may  l;e  compelled,  by  force  if  need  be, 
against  his  will  and  without  regard  to  his  personal  wishes  or  his 
pecuniary  interests,  or  even  his  religious  convictions,  to  take  his 
place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  his  country  and  risk  the  chance  of 
being  shot  down  in  its  defense."  It  certainly  would  appear  that  when 
a  man  has  voluntarily  enlisted  and  bound  himself  by  oath  to  obey  the 
lawful  orders  of  nis  superior  officers  he  would  have  less  justification 
in  violating  his  oath  and  refusing  to  obey  orders  than  would  a  man 
who  is  compelled  by  force  to  join  the  ranks  of  his  country's  forces, 
yet  the  Supreme  Court,  as  above  noted,  states  that  religious  convictions 
would  not  justify  a  man  in  disobedience  in  the  latter  case. 

The  question  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  which  the  department  must 
bear  in  mind  is  the  question  of  discipline.  In  considering  the  punish- 
ment this  man  is  to  receive,  the  department  was  not  influenced  by 
any  desire  to  conduct  a  religions  pevsecution,  as  you  suggest,  but 
solely  to  maintain  discipline  in  the  Navy.  The  department  can  not 
permit  any  ofli^er  or  enlisted  man  of  the  Navy  to  repudiate  his  oath 
of  office  or  enlistment  on  the  grounds  that  he  can  not  conscientiously 
comply  with  it  in  some  one  or  more  particu'ar.  Were  the  department 
to  accept  such  a  doctrine,  there  would  be  no  more  discipline  in  the 
Navy,  for  every  min  could  then  disobey  orders  with  impunity,  relying 
upon  his  alleged  religious  convictions  as  a  justification  for  the  violation 
of  his  oath  of  enlistment,  and  demanding  a  discharge  whenever  it 
might  suit  bis  convenience,  on  the  grounds  that  his  conscientious 
ecruples  v.ould  not  permit  of  his  submission  to  discipline.  It  would 
simply  amount  to  an  attempt  to  force  upon  the  naval  authorities  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  other  organizations,  and  to  govern  the  Naval 
Establishment  thereby.  It  might  as  well  be  said  that  a  person  in  the 
naval  service  could  justify  Ms  refusal  to  tire  on  the  enemy  when  ordered 
so  to  do  because  to  obey  such  an  order  would  be  contrary  to  the 
religious  beliefs  of  the  person  so  ordered. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  extract  is  quoted  from  Winthrop's 
Military  Law  and  Precedents,  189G,  page  890: 

"  Unjust  or  olijectionable  commands. — That  the  order  was  merely  un- 
just or  unreasonable  would,  it  need  hardly  be  added,  constitute  no  defense 
to  a  charge  of  disobedience  of  orders  under  tliis  article.  The  plea  that 
the  order  toas  opposed  to  the  relir/ioiis  scruples  of  the  accused  and  that 
he  iras  therefore  warranted  in  disreoardinf/  it  is  one  lohieh,  has  been 
considrrahlti  discussed  in  England,  where  it  was  held  wholl;/  insufficient 
as  a  defense.  It  would  of  course  le  field  equally  untenable  in  our 
practice." 

The  department  can  not  subscribe  to  the  statement  that  any  officer 
can  refuse  to  obey  a  lawful  order  and  resign,  and  have  his  resignation 
accepted.  The  department  has  the  right,  and  has  frequently  exercised 
It,  of  refusing  to  accept  an  officer's  resignation. 

Referring  to  paragraph  2  of  your  letter,  the  order  for  court-martial 
was  issued  by  the  department  itself  after  careful  consideration  of  the 

75560—14369 


91 


best  interests  of  the  service.  It  was  an  order  which  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  to  see  carried  out.  The 
department  itself  preferred  the  charge  against  Kapsa  of  refusing  to 
obey  the  lawful  order  of  his  superior  officer,  and  it  was  the  duty  ot  the 
naval  officer  who  sat  upon  the  court  to  make  a  finding  ia  accord  with 
the  evidence  adduced  at  the  trial.  Having  arrived  at  a  finding  of 
"  guilty,''  which  was  the  only  finding  possible  under  the  circumstances, 
it  became  tlie  duty  of  tlie  court  to  award  a  sentence  adequate  to  the 
offense.  Tlie  I'resident  of  the  United  States  established  tlie  limitations 
of  punishments  that  a  general  court-martial  may  ad.iudge  in  time  of 
peace,  and  the  limitation  so  established  by  the  i'resident  for  the  offense 
of  refusing  to  obey  the  lawful  order  of  a  superior  officer,  as  shown  in 
the  Navy  Regulations  for  the  past  12  years,  has  been  imprisonment  at 
hard  labor  for  two  years,  corresponding  forfeiture  of  pay,  and  dis- 
honorable discharge. 

If  there  are  matters  which  appear  to  the  coiu-t  to  warrant  clemency, 
they  can  only  be  considered  in  connection  witb  a  recommendation  to 
the  reviewing  authority  that  clemency  be  exercised  in  the  particular  * 
case  :  but  the  court,  as  above  stated,  is  required  to  adjudge  an  adequate 
punishment.  Clemency  was  recommended  by  the  court  in  this  case  to 
the  reviewing  authority — the  department — and  has  been  exercised,  as 
previously  explained. 

The  fact  that  Kapsa  was  a  petty  officer  of  experience  is  one  reason 
why  ho  should  not  escape  punishment,  as  petty  ofBcers  are  expected  to 
set  a  good  example  in  the  nutttcr  of  discipline  and  obedience  to  men  of 
inferior  rating.  The  commanding  officer  cf  the  Dclaicrire  gave  Kapsa 
exceptional  opportunities  to  reconsider  his  refusal  to  obey  orders,  but 
he  deliberately  and  willfully  continued  in  his  disobedience,  the  fact  was 
well  known  on  board  to  all  the  crew  of  the  ship,  and  discipline  would 
have  been  at  an  end  or  seriously  impaired  on  board  that  ship  had  he 
been  permitted  to  escape  with  no  punishment. 

The  department  does  not  consider  medical  treatment  administered  to 
protect  the  health  of  the  naval  service  as  religious  persecution ;  nor 
can  it  concede  that  any  officer,  even  of  the  lowest  rating,  can  claim 
the  right  to  personally  decide  whether  or  not  he  will  obey  a  lawful 
order.  If  the  order  is  unlawful  or  illegal,  of  course  no  one  can  be  com- 
pelled to  obey  it;  but  if  it  is  a  lawful  order,  it  must  bo  obeyed  by  ail 
persons  to  whom  it  applies.  General  Order  No.  1.33  was  an  order 
issued  by  the  Navy  Department  itself  and  is  considered  a  lawful 
order,  and  anyone  in  the  naval  service  refusing  to  obey  it  renders  him- 
self liai,>  to  the  penalties  prescribed  for  the  offense  of  refusing  to  obey 
the  lawful  order  of  his  superior  officer. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  the  efficacy  of  inoculation  against  typhoid 
fever  and  the  necessity  of  prevention  and  precaution  for  the  safety  of 
the  lives  of  the  military  forces,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  statement  of  the 
Surgeon  (Jeneral  of  the  Navy. 

I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  war- 
ranted .further  clemency  than  that  previously  mentioned,  but  regret,  for 
the  reasons  stated,  that  the  department  would  not  bo  iustified  in  per- 
mitting Kapsa  to  be  simply  discharged  as  undesirable  and  thereby 
escape  punishment  for  the  offense  of  which  he  was  convicted. 
Faithfully  yours, 

BEf;K.\rAN  TVlNTHROP, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  .John  D.  Works, 

United  States  Senate,  Washington,  D,  C. 
(Inclosure.) 

Jdxb  29,  1012. 

My  Dear  JIr.  Secretary  :  Referring  again  to  the  case  of  Joseph  J. 
Kapsa,  seaman.  United  States  Navy,  who  was  court-martialed  for  re- 
fusing to  submit  to  scrum  treatment  for  typhoid  fever  and  sentenced 
to  a  punishment  that  should  shock  the  sense  of  jusl;ce  of  all  men,  and 
in  response  to  the  letter  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which 
he  iustifies  the  sentence  in  this  case,  I  have  this  further  to  say : 

The  most  of  the  Acting  Secretary's  letter  is  devoted  to  an  effort  to 
refute  a  claim  that  I  did  not  make,  namely,  that  Kapsa  might  disobey 
an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  because  it  conflicted  with  his  re- 
ligious convictions.  Not  only  did  I  "not  make  any  such  claim,  but  ex- 
pressly waived  it  in  my  letter.    I  said  further  : 

"  If  his  conscientious  scruples  prevented  him  from  accepting  the 
treatment  he  should  have  expected  t'^at  he  would  be  discharged  from 
the  service.  I  have  so  advised  a  number  of  Christian  Scientists  who 
were  likely  to  be  placed  in  this  same  situation.  The  result  of  it  will 
be  that  Christian  Scientists,  who,  I  imagine,  make  as  good  seamea 
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aa  you  have  in  the  Navy,  will  be  deprived  of  their  right  to  enlist  be- 
cause of  the  orders  requirins  the  kind  of  treatment  that  was  pro- 
osed  in  this  case,  and  which  is  obnoxious  not  only  to  Christian 
cientists  but  to  thousands  of  other  good  people  in  this  country  and 
all  of  those  now  in  the  service  will  be  compelled  to  waive  their  con- 
scientious religious  scruples  and  accept  the  treatment  or  undergo  such 
punishment  as  was  infiicted  in  this  case  or  some  greater  or  less 
punishment,  according  to  the  views  of  the  particular  officials  compos- 
ing the  court-martial  in  a  given  case." 

My  letter,  as  the  Acting  Secretary  must  have  understood,  was  not 
Intended  to  justify  Kapsa  but  to  have  the  punishment  reduced,  at  least 
sufficiently  to  commend  it  to  a  reasonable  man  as  just.  So  my  letter 
seems  to  have  failed  of  its  purpose.  I  said  in  the  very  beginning  of 
my  letter  that  I  thought  the  man  acted  unwisely  in  refusing  to  sub- 
mit to  tlie  treatment,  however  loathsome  and  objectionable  it  might  be, 
notwitlistanding  his  conscientious  religious  scruples.  But  I  am  not 
the  keeper  of  his  conscience.  You  are,  and  may  force  him  to  violate 
his  conscientious  religious  convictions — quite  as  well  founded  as  your 
own — or  suffer  punisliment  that  from  a  religious  point  of  view  is  perse- 
cution. Of  course,  this  can  not  continue  very  long  in  a  free  and 
enlightened  country. 

Of  course,  as  the  Acting  Secretary  very  justly  contends,  a  subordi- 
nate in  the  service  could  not  be  allowed  to  question  the  order  of  his 
superiors  unless  the  order  was  unconstitutional  or  void  for  some 
other  reason.  ITe  could  not  say,  as  I  do  unhesitatingly,  that  the  order 
was  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  unnecessary,  and  the  enforcement  of 
It  a  violation  of  his  religious  rights.  To  allow  him  to  say  what  I  am 
saying,  conceding  the  legality  of  the  order,  however  unreasonable  and 
unjust  it  might  be,  would  be  insubordination.  It  would  put  an  end 
to  all  discipline.  But  tliis,  under  the  circumstances,  could  hardly 
justify  or  excuse  a  sentence  as  severe  as  the  one  enforced  in  this  case. 

If  I  believed  that  this  treatment  is  either  necessary  or  efficacious  I 
should  feel  quite  differently  about  it.  Or  if  the  doctors  and  others 
claiming  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  supposed  effects  of  serum 
therapy  were  agreed  about  it  I  should  say  tliat  the  Navy  Department 
was  justified  in  forcing  men  who  are  in  its  power  to  submit  to  it. 
But  alleged  experts  do  not  agree  about  it.  Many  of  them  maintain 
that  it  is  not  only  very  uncertain  as  to  its  beneficial  effects  but  ex- 
tremely dangerous  in  its  use. 

«««**«• 

Sincerely  yours, 

John  D.  Works, 

United  States  Senator 


[Telegram.] 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  July  S,  1912. 
Hon.  John  D.  Works, 

Wushiinjton,  D.  C: 
Kapsa  is  about  to  be  court-martialed  again  for  refusing  a  second 
time  to  submit  to  vaccine  treatment.    At  this  rate  he  will  be  in  jail 
all  his  life. 

R.\LPH  K.  .Tacobs, 
S15  Montague  Street,  ISrooklyii,  N.  Y. 


United  States  Naval  Disctplinary  Barraces, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  July  7,  1912. 
Mr.  John  Works, 

United  States  Senate,  'Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  take  pleasure  in  writing  you  a  few  lines  to  ask  you  for  advice 
in  my  case,  of  which  you  were  informed  by  Mr.  Ralph  K.  Jacobs,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

I  was  court-martialed  for  refusing  to  submit  to  antitoxin  treatment 
and  received  one  year  at  hard  labor,  and  was  sent  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
to  do  my  sentence. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Meyer,  it  seems  to  me,  did  little  good,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  yo\i  look  into  the  matter  and  advise  me. 

I  was  sent  for  the  other  day  and  was  asked  to  submit  to  the  treat- 
ment by  the  doctor  here  at  the  disciplinary  barracks,  and  informed  him 
that  I  was  doing  a  year  at  hard  labor  for  refusing  the  treatment  aboard 
the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware ;  but  be  informed  me  that  it  was  orders  to  give 
the  treatment  to  everyone  that  arrived  here,  and  1  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  I  would  have  to  take  the  treatment  or  I  would  be  court- 
martialed  again  on  another  charge. 
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Am  I  to  made  a  criminal.  Mr.  Woeks,  because  I  do  not  believe  In 
this  treatment? 

I  am  a  cltizfn  of  the  Unitod  States,  and  still  I  haven't  the  ri.:;ht  of  a 
citizen,  and  if  I  am  tried  again  I  will  receive  two  more  years  to  my 
sentence  and  be  sent  to  another  prison,  where  I  will  either  have  to  sub- 
mit to  the  treatment  or  receive  another  court-martial. 

Sir.  Works,  1  am  writing  to  you  because  I  l^now  you  to  be  just,  and 
if  it  were  known  that  I  had  written  and  appealed  to  yon,  I  would  be 
punished  for  it,  as  it  is  not  permitted.  Our  mail  is  read  when  we  re- 
ceive any,  and  it  is  also  read  before  we  are  permitted  to  send  any.  hut 
I  will  try  to  get  these  few  lines  to  you  somehow  and  trust  you  will 
receive  tiiem. 

I  m:iy  not  he  able  to  write  to  you  a^rain,  hut  hope  you  will  do  me 
justice  and  look  into  my  matter  and  help  me,  if  you  possibly  can,  as  I 
certainly  do  not  care  to  spend  my  life  in  prison. 

I  will  close  now,  thanking  you  in  advance.    I  heg  to  remain, 
Eespectfull.v  yours, 

Joseph  Jolius  ICvpsa. 

Jdlt  S,  ini2. 

lion.  Okorge  vox  L.  Meter. 

Secrvtury  of  the  Katy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Ralph 
K.  .Tncobs,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy. 

■\\'iU  you  kindly  let  me  know  if  it  is  true  thnt  the  Government  pro- 
poses to  court-martial  this  man  continuously  while  he  is  in  prison  for 
refusing  to  accept  the  serum  treatment,  .ns  indicated  by  this  telegram, 
and  particularly  whether  a  court-martial  Las  now  been  ordered? 
Sincerely  yours, 

.TOUN  D.  WOKKS. 

United  States  Senator. 
Jdlt  1.3,  1912. 

Mr.  .TnsErn  J.  Kapsa, 

United  States  Kacal  Disciplinary  Barracks,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Jlr  Dear  Mr.  Kapsa  :  Ynn  write  me  for  advice  in  your  case.  You 
first  refused  to  submit  to  the  treatment  required  hy  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  prevention  of  typhoid  fever.  This  was 
a  clear  case  of  disobedience.  You  did  so  for  conscientious  reasons,  but 
a  soldier  or  sailor  can  not  set  up  his  own  convictions,  reli'jious  or 
otherwise,  against  the  orders  of  his  superiors.  I  have  been  trying  to 
secure  clemency  in  your  case  for  this  offense  on  the  ground  that  you 
acted  in  good  faith  .nnd  from  religious  convictions,  but  I  was  bound 
to  admit  that  you  could  not  escape  the  punishment  for  a  violation  of 
orders  on  any  such  ground.  Now  yru  are  confronted  with  another 
order  of  the  same  kind,  or  perhaps  the  same  one,  requiring  you  to 
submit  to  the  same  treatment  in  your  present  position.  INIy  advice 
to  you  Is  to  submit  to  this  treatment  without  further  obiecticn.  If  you 
liad  asked  me  in  advance  I  should  have  told  you  to  submit  to  the  first 
treatment.  I  believe  thoroughly  and  conscientiously,  just  as  you  do. 
that  this  order  is  unreasonable  and  unjust,  but  neither  the  Army  nor 
the  Navy  could  exist  for  any  length  of  time  if  the  soldiers  or  sailors 
could  refuse  to  obey  orders  on  any  such  ground  as  that. 

I  understand  that  you  are  a  Christian  Scientist,  as  I  am,  and  that 
you  refused  to  submit  to  the  treatment  because  we  conscientiously 
believe  that  no  such  treatment  should  be  imposed  on  anyone,  and 
particularly  people  like  ourselves,  who  are  conscientiously  opposed  to 
such  treatment.  But  Christian  Scientists  are  law-abiding  people.  They 
believe  thoroughly  in  not  only  obeying  but  In  mTintaining  Inw  and 
order  under  all  circumstances.  They  may  use  their  best  endeavors  to 
change  the  law.  as  I  think  every  reasonable  and  proper  effort  should 
be  made  to  chnnge  the  order  of  the  Navy  Department  inflicting  this 
sort  of  treatment  upon  their  unwilling  men.  i5ut  so  long  as  the  law 
e.N:ists  it  should  be  obeyed  by  Christian  Scientists  as  well  as  by  others, 
and  in  your  case  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  an.v  other 
superior  officer  authorized  to  promulgate  such  orders,  is  the  law  so  far 
as  you  are  concerned,  and  should  be  and  must  be  obeyed  if  order  Is 
to  be  maintained. 

I  will  do  everything  I  can  to  secure  clemency  in  your  case,  hut  I  can 
accomplish  nothing  for  you  if  you  continue  to  violate  the  orders  of 
the  Navy  Department.  I  could  not  justify  you  in  that  course  myself, 
and  for  that  reason  could  not  .isk  the  Spcretary  of  the  Navy  to  reduce 
the  punishment  that  hns  already  been  imposed  on  you  so  long  as  you 
continue  in  disobedience.  So  ,vou  will  tmderstand  that  your  future 
punishment  depends  wholly  upon  your  own  conduct.  If  you  obey  the 
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order  now  sought  to  be  enforced  and  express  your  willingness  to  obey 
tbe  future  ones,  I  may  be  able  to  succeed  in  securing  pardon  for  you 
and  your  restoration  to  your  former  place  in  the  Navy.  But  if  you  con- 
tinue to  disoliey,  of  course  I  can  do  nothing  for  you.  I  sympathize 
thoroughly  with  your  unwillingness  to  allow  yourself  to  be  subjected 
to  Ibis  treatment.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  it  as  you  are.  But  so 
long  as  you  are  in  the  Navy  you  must  necessarily  obey  the  orders  of 
your  superiors.    My  advice  to  yru  is  to  do  so  without  further  delay. 

I  note  what  you  say  about  the  probability  of  your  being  punished'  fop 
sending  me  this  communication.  Of  course  I  could  not  give  you  the 
advice  you  need  without  the  knowledge  of  the  prison  authorities.  I  do 
not  think  that,  under  the  circumstances,  you  will  be  punished  for  ask- 
ing advice,  in  good  faith,  as  to  your  rights  and  duties.  If  so,  I  should 
think  less  of  the  naval  authorities  than  I  do  now.  I  think  they  are 
exercising  what  they  believe  to  be  their  duty,  and,  as  you  are  seeking 
to  find  out  what  is  yours,  they  can  hardly  find  reason  to  complain  of 
you. 

Sincerely  yours,  John  D.  Woeks, 

United  States  Senator. 

July  13,  1912. 

RIy  Dear  Mr.  SECaETARY  :  I  have  had  no  answer  from  you  to  my  last 
letter  relating  to  the  case  of  Joseph  J.  Kapsa.  Since  writing  that  letter 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kapsa  himself,  with  whom  I  have  had 
no  previous  corresijondence  or  communication  of  any  kind,  informing 
me  that  he  has  again  been  required  to  accept  treatment  for  the  pre- 
vention of  typhoid  fever  and  is  threatened  with  further  punishment.  He 
asks  for  my  advice  as  to  what  he  should  do.  The  whole  thing  is  ex- 
ceedingly revolting  to  me.  Looking  at  it  as  I  do,  tbe  punishment  and 
repeated  punishment  of  this  man  is  wholly  unnecessary  and  un.iust.  It 
is  a  violation  of  the  sacred  rights  of  an  American  citizen.  Notwith- 
standing this,  I  have  written  him  that  he  must  npcessarily  obey  orders 
or  subject  himself  to  punishment.  I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  his  letter 
to  me  and  my  answer,  so  that  you  may  be  fully  Informed  of  the  situa- 
tion and  my  "views  on  the  subject. 

Sincerely  yours,  ■.  John  P.  Works, 

United  States  Senator. 

Hon.  George  von  Ij.  Meyer, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  August  2,  1912. 
My  Dear  Senator  :  The  receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo  relative  to  the  case  of  Joseph  J.  Kapsa,  seaman.  United 
States  Navy. 

In  reply  thereto  you  are  informed  that  on  July  31,  1912,  the  depart- 
ment directed,  in  view  of  Kapsa's  excellent  conduct  while  at  the  disci- 
plinary barracks,  that  the  unexpired  portion  of  his  sentence  be  remitted 
after  he  has  taken  the  typhoid  vaccination,  and  that  he  then  he  restored 
to  duty. 

Faithfully  yours,  Beekman  Wintpirop, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  John  T>.  Works, 

United  States  Senate. 


Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  August  11,  1912. 
The  Hon.  John  D.  Work.s, 

United  States  Senate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mt  Dear  M  r.  Works  :  I  take  the  pleasure  in  writing  and  informing 
you  of  my  release  from  Port  Royal,  and  that  I  have  been  restored  to 
duty. 

I  have  been  restored  as  a  seaman,  and  am  waiting  for  transfer  to  a 
ship. 

I  submitted  to  the  antitoxin  treatment,  as  you  advised  me  In  your 
letter,  and  received  the  last  of  the  treatment  on  August  7 ;  so  was 
restored  to  duty  on  the  same  daj'. 

I  am  a  Christian  Scientist,  Mr.  Works,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  re- 
fused to  submit  to  the  treatment,  and  not  because  I  wished  to  violate 
orders  of  the  Navy  Department. 

I  only  asked  for  my  rights  as  a  Christian  and  citizen,  but  could  not 
obtain  them  because  I  was  in  the  naval  service. 

Just  because  I  was  in  the  naval  .service  I  was  compelled  to  obey  the 
commandments  of  men  in  direct  violation  of  the  plain  teachings  of 
Christ,  and  if  I  possibly  can  obtain  my  discharge  I  would  like  to  do 
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so  tefore  a  new  order  is  issued  by  the  Navy  Department  which  would 
violate  my  rellKious  scruples  ;  so  if  you  possibly  can  give  me  any  in- 
formation as  to  whether  this  is  possible  or  not,  it  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Thanl<inK  you  for  your  kindness,  and  God  bless  you,  I  wish  to  remain, 
Yours,  in  truth, 

.TosEPH  J.  Kaps;a, 
U.  8.  S.  "Franklin,"  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Adgcst  13,  1912. 

Mr.  .TosEPH  J.  Kapsa. 

U.  S.  8.  "Franklin,"  Kavy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Ta. 
Mt  Dear  Mr.  Kapsa  :  I  shall  be  very  glad,,  indeed,  to  do  anything  I 
can  to  secure  your  discharge  from  service  in  the  Navy.  I  tliinlt,  however, 
you  are  taliing  too  seriously  the  obligations  of  a  Christian  Scientist  as 
opposed  to  vaccination  and  other  similar  treatment.  Of  course,  we  do 
not  believe  in  these  treatments  and  do  believe  that  there  is  a  hi'.;her 
mode  of  healing,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  teachings  of  Chrisiian 
Science  that  would  obligate  you  or  me  to  violate  tlie  law  or  any  order 
of  our  superiors  in  the  service  because  we  are  Christian  Scientists. 
The  right  thing  for  a  Christian  Scientist  to  do  is  to  obey  the  law  so- 
long  as  the  law  e.\ists  and  to  know  that  the  treatment  can  not  do  you 
harm.  A  rood  Christian  Scientist,  if  compelled  by  law  to  submit  to 
vaccination,  ouglit  to  be  able  to  prevent  its  having  any  effect  upon  him, 
and  that  is  the  course  taken  by  Christian  Scientists  in  cases  where  the 
law  of  the  States  requires  their  children  to  be  vaccinated  in  order  to 
entitle  them  lo  enter  the  schools.  If  I  were  you  and  desired  to  remain 
in  the  service  I  certainly  would  not  ask  for  a  discharge  on  that  ground. 
Xou  can  be  just  as  good  a  Christian  Scientist  and  your  conscience 
should  be  just  as  clear  if  you  continue  in  the  service  and  submit  to  such 
orders  for  vaccination  and  other  treatment  as  the  Navy  regulations  may 
require.  If  I  had  supposed  that  to  accept  the  treatment  was  to  violate 
the  religion  that  we  profess,  I  should  not  have  advised  you  to  submit 
to  it.  There  are  thousands  of  Christian  Scientists  in  the  country  to- 
day who  are  compelled  to  submit  to  vaccination  and  to  other  material 
means  for  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  the  fact  that  tliey  sulimit  to 
the  treatment  or  remedies  is  in  no  sense  a  violation  of  their  obligations 
as  Christian  Scientists.  I  hope  you  will  realize  this  fully  and  not  be 
misled  into  leaving  the  service  on  that  ground  alone  if  you  otherwise 
desire  to  remain. 

.1  will  not  take  up  the  matter  of  your  discharge  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  until  I  hear  from  you  further  after  you  receive  this  letter. 
If  you  still  think  you  desire  to  leave  the  service,  I  will,  of  course,  do 
anything  I  can  for' you. 

I  sincerely  sympathize  with  you  and  admire  the  stand  vou  took  in 
refusing  to  accept  the  treatment  :  but,  notwithstanding,  1  must  siy 
that  I  think  it  was  a  mistake  which  could  not  do  you  or  your  religion 
any  good,  however  conscientious  you  were  in  taking  that  course. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours,  John  D.  Works. 

U.  S.  S.  "  Fkankli.v," 

Augittst.  16,  1012. 

The  Hon.  Johx  D.  Works, 

United  States  Senate,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

Mt  Dear  Me.  Works  :  Your  letter  received  yesterday,  and  so  answer 
It  to-day,  this  being  my  first  opportunity. 

You  will  agree  with  me.  Mr.  Works,  that  it  is  for  the  good  of  t'le 
service  that  I  leave  it  when  you  consider  my  position  and  the  conditions 
under  which  I  am  acd  will  be  placed. 

I  will  be  looked  upon  as  a  man  who  refused  to  obey  an  order  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  that  will  prevent  me  from  advancement,  as  it 
has  in  other  men's  cases. 

If  you  will  just  imagine  yourself  in  my  place,  you  will  see  that  I  am 
right. 

I  am  discontented  and  disgusted  and  make  men  I  come  in  contact 
with  feel  the  same  unintentionally,  so  it  is  far  better  for  me  to  leave 
and  start  over  again  somewhere  else. 

So  if  you  vill  take  the  matter  up  and  have  me  discharged,  you  will 
be  doing  the  Navy  as  well  as  myself  and  my  people  a  great  favor,  who 
have  become  worried  since  I  have  been  in  this  trouble. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  in  the  near  future,  I  beg  to  remain. 
Truly  yours, 

.Tns.  .T.  Kapsa, 
V.  8.  S.  "  Franklin."  Norjolk,  Va. 
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August  17,  1012. 

Mr.  Joseph  J.  Kapsa, 

U.  S.  S.  "  Franklin,"  Norfoll:,  Va. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Kapsa  :  I  will  at  once  .ipply  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  your  discli.irse.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  rules  on  the 
subject  and  do  not  know  what  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or 
whether  or  not  the  discharge  can  Le  obtained  at  all,  but  I  will  do  the 
best  I  can  for  you,  as  you  desire  to  take  that  course. 

Sincerely  yours,  .Iohn  D.  Works. 

August  17,  1912. 

Hon.  GE0RGI3  TON  L.  Meyer, 

Secretary  of  the  Aavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  JIr.  Secretary  :  A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from 
Joseph  J.  Kapsa,  tl.e  gunners'  mate  who  was  recently  court-martialed 
for  refusini?  to  accept  the  serum  treatment  required  by  the  rules  of 
your  department,  askinft  me  to  try  and  secure  his  discharge  from  the 
Navy.  I  wrote  liim  tliat  if  he  had  no  other  reason  than  that  he  was 
conscientiously  opposed  to  accepting  tliese  enforced  preventive  remedies 
because  of  his  religious  scruples,  I  thought  he  had  better  consider  seri- 
ously whether  it  was  a  wise  thing  for  him  to  leave  the  Navy,  where,  as 
I  understand,  he  has  made  an  excellent  record.  This  morning  I  re- 
ceived the  inclosed  reply  from  him,  which  will  fully  explain  his  views 
and  his  feelings  on  tlie  subject.  1  am  satisfied  that  under  the  circum- 
stances, if  his  discharge  can  be  arranged  it  will  be,  as  he  says,  best 
both  for  him  and  the  service.  I  am  therofore  asking  you  wliether  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  your  department  be  can  be  discharged  from 
the  service;  and  if  so,  upon  what  terms?  An  early  reply  will  be  appi-e- 
ciated. 

Sincerely  yours,  John  D.  Works, 

United  States  Senator. 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

WasJiingtoii,  An  oust  22,  1012. 

My  Dear  Senator:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  August  17,  1912, 
inclosing  a  communication  herewith  returned  from  Joseph  J.  Kapsa 
with  regard  to  his  discharge. 

As  Kapsa  is  now  in  his  third  enlistment  he  could  only  be  discharged 
by  special  order  of  the  department,  and  I  would  suggest  he  be  advised 
to  make  an  official  application  to  his  commanding  othcer  for  discharge, 
and,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  in  the  case,  the  department  will  ,be 
glad  to  give  it  favorable  consideration. 

As  Kapsa  is  now  in  the  third  year  of  his  present  enlistment,  he 
would  be  required  to  refund  one-half  of  the  honorable  discbarge  gratuity 
paid  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  April  28,  1010. 
Faithfully  yours, 

G.  von  L.  Meyer. 

Hon.  John  D.  Worics. 

Senate  Cliambcr,  Washington.  D.  C. 

August  23,  1912. 

Mr.  Joseph  J.  Kapsa, 

U.  8.  S.  "  Franklin,"  Norfolk,  Va. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Kapsa  :  I  have  .iust  received  the  inclosed  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  will  explain  itself.  You  will  see  that 
it  is  necessary  for  you  to  make  application  for  your  discharge  to  your 
commanding  officer  and  also  that  you  will  have  to  refund  one-half  o£ 
the  honorable  discharge  gratuity  paid  to  you  at  the  time  of  your 
enlistment  April  28,  1910. 

If  these  conditions  are  complied  with  I  feel  quite  sure,  from  the 
Secretary's  lettei',  that  you  can  procure  the  discharge. 
Sincerely  yours. 

John  D.  Works, 
United  States  Senator. 

Mr.  President,  I  heard  no  more  from  Knpsa  on  the  subject, 
and  do  not  know  whether  he  was  discharged  from  the  service 
or  not.  I  have  had  a  number  of  complaints  just  lilie  his.  but 
this  one  will  sufficientlj'  disclose  tlie  conditions  tliat  prevail  in 
the  Navy.  They  are  the  same  in  the  Army.  This  same  coercive 
system  exists  in  the  case  of  school  children.  They  must  be 
vaccinated  and  be  inoculated  with  such  vile  serums  as  the 
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doctors  prescribe,  and  tlie  school  authorities  may  order  or  lose 
their  school  privileges.  They  are  not  sent  to  prison  as  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  are,  but  they  are  penalized.  In  the  same 
way  the  rules  of  the  Public  Health  Service  are  enforced  by 
criminal  prosecutions  or  in  other  objectionable  ways. 

When  the  people  living  along  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
were  driven  from  their  homes  by  floods  last  year,  and  were 
being  furnished  with  rations  by  the  Government,  they  were 
forced  to  submit  to  vaccination  as  a  condition  upon  which  they 
would  be  furnished  with  food.  They  must  comply  with  the 
order  of  the  health  department  that  they  be  vaccinated  or 
starve.  To  compel  compliance  with  the  order  placards  were 
posted  on  the  relief  boats,  announcing  in  big  letters,  "  No  vac- 
cinations, no  rations."  It  was  a  brutal  proceeding,  that  .was  de- 
nounced in  many  newspapers. 

Many  cases  of  disastrous  consequences  resulting  from  serum 
treatments  have  been  brought  to  my  attention.  I  can  not  refer 
to  all  or  to  any  considerable  number  of  them.  They  can  be 
found  in  almost  every  community.  The  trail  of  the  serum  treat- 
ment is  the  trail  of  disease  and  death  wherever  it  is  practiced. 
In  Los  Angeles  eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  county  hospital  at 
one  time  from  the  use  of  what  is  called  neosalvarsan,  supposed 
to  be  a  cure  for  syphilis.  This  case  excited  public  attention  be- 
cause of  the  number  slain  at  one  time.  In  East  New  York  the 
family  of  Robert  B.  Mercer,  wife,  and  three  children  were 
given  typhoid  serum,  and  all  died.  The  antitoxin  used  was  pro- 
cured from  the  health  board.  The  following  account  of  the  case, 
given  In  the  Los  Angeles  Tribune  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mercer 
and  while  the  children  were  still  living,  sufficiently  discloses 
the  facts : 

New  Yoek^  June  16. 
Friends  of  Robert  E.  Mercer,  who  died  of  typboid  fever  at  bis  home 
in.  New  York  on  May  16,  are  determined  that  an  investigation  shall  be 
made  of  the  def.tb  of  Mrs.  Mercer  and  the  pitiful  plight  of  their  two 
children,  Herbert,  10,  and  Ruth,  5  years  old,  who  have  been  dan- 
gerously ill  since  they  were  inoculated  with  serum  at  the  same  time 
as  their  mother. 

Mrs.  Mercer  died  Monday  morning.  The  two  children  have  steadily 
wasted  away,  and  their  condition  is  so  serious  that  tbey  have  not 
been  told  of  the  death  of  their  mother.  Friends  of  the  father,  who  was 
an  employee  of  the  Mergenthaler  Linotype  Co.,  will  see  that  the  chil- 
dren are  well  taken  care  of,  and  meantime  they  are  instituting  an  in- 
vestigation, which  may  result  in  a  suit  against  the  city. 

Dr.  Sydney  B.  Smith  injected  the  antityphoid  servim  into  the  mother 
and  two  children  after  the  father  bad  been  stricken  with  typboid.  He 
obtained  the  antitoxin  from  the  board  of  health. 

The  Mercer  children  are  now  under  the  constant  care  of  a  nurse. 
They  were  perfectly  normal  children  before  they  were  inoculated.  Now 
their  bodies  are  wasted  and  so  sensitive  that  they  can  hardly  endure 
to  be  touched  by  those  caring  for  them.  Neither  child  is  expected 
to  live. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Mercer  makes  interesting  the  assertion  of  Charles 
H.  Higgins,  treasurer  of  the  Antivaccination  League  of  America,  who 
claims  it  can  readily  be  proven  from  death  certificates  and  other  statis- 
tics that  there  are  more  deaths  caused  every  year  in  city  and  State 
from  lockjaw  and  septicemia  In  vaccination  wounds  than  hj  smallpox. 
He  declares  that  among  children  the  proportion  Is  3  to  1  in  some 
years ;  in  a  published  statement  he  challenges  the  board  of  health  to 
disprove  this  assertion,  and  also  challenges  the  board  to  permit  a  repre- 
sentative company  of  citizens  to  examine  their  death  records. 

About  the  same  time  Private  Bellinger,  of  Troop  A,  First 
Regiment  of  Cavalry,  died  from  the  same  cause,  from  serum  pro- 
cured at  the  same  place. 
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At  Rockford,  111.,  a  young  child  of  Mrs.  Frank  Lagona  died 
from  diphtheria  antitoxin  a  few  minutes  after  it  was  adminis- 
tered. Indignation  ran  so  high  that  the  doctor  who  adminis- 
tered the  drug  was  threatened  by  a  mob  and  escaped  from  his 
office.  In  Greensburg,  Ind.,  on  October  25,  1911,  the  9-year-old 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodhill  died  from  the  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin 15  minutes  after  it  was  administered.  On  January  29 
last  Norman  Fusselman,  aged  20  years,  died  suddenly  from 
diphtheria  antitoxin.  This  was  in  Philadelphia.  Here  is  an- 
other case,  taken  from  Medical  Freedom,  reproduced  from  the 
Lancet-Clinic : 

In  the  Lancet-Clinic  for  April  25  Dr.  S.  P.  Kramer  told  of  a  5-year- 
old  girl  who  was  in  good  health  March  29,  became  ill  that  night,  and 
the  following  evening  died  when  abont  3  cubic  centimeters  of  the  sec- 
ond tube  of  antimeningitis  serum  were  being  injected.  Dr.  Kramer  com- 
mented upon  the  child's  death  as  follows  : 

"  It  is  now  a  year  since  I  called  attention  to  the  danger  of  injecting 
serum  containing  ticresol  into  the  subarachnoid  space.  This  report  has 
certainly  gained  enough  publicity,  and  one  might  be  justified  in  inquir- 
ing how  long  these  accidents  are  to  continue.  As  you  are  doubtless 
aware,  all  the  manufacturers  and  distributors  of  serum  are  licensed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  brought  this  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Department  a  year  ago,  but  have 
been  unable  as  yet  to  obtain  any  definite  answer  as  to  whether  or  not  I 
am  right  in  my  contention.  The  distribution  of  the  serum  has  gone  on 
as  before. 

"  I  therefore  shall  take  the  liberty  to  appeal  to  my  colleagues  to  aid 
in  this  matter  and  submit  the  following  resolution,  the  adoption  of 
which  I  hereby  move  :  '  Resolved,  That  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of 
Cincinnati  respectfully  requests  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  institute  an  immediate  investigation  on  the  toxity  of 
the  antimeningitis  serum.'   Seconded  and  carried." 

I  do  not  know  what  action,  if  any,  was  taken  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Cases  of  death  from  the  use  of  serums  and  antitoxins  of 
various  kinds  might  be  cited  by  the  hundreds,  but  I  need  not 
pursue  the  subject  here,  because  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all 
intelligent  people. 

Mr.  President,  is  this  great  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  innocent, 
unsuspecting,  and  unprotected  people  by  such  means  necessary 
or  justifiable?  If  we  had  any  assurance  that  the  lives  of  the 
comparatively  few  were  sacrificed  for  the  benefit  of  the  many, 
and  that  the  remedy  that  destroyed  their  lives  saved  many 
others,  the  use  of  these  serums  might  be  justified,  or  at  least 
excused.  But  we  have  no  such  assurance.  The  use  of  them 
has  met  with  the  most  strenuous  opposition  from  doctors  and 
others  as  not  only  useless,  but  dangerous.  A  serum  for  tubercu- 
losis was  one  much  boasted  about  as  a  remedy  for  that  dread 
disease,  but  it  has  proved  a  failure  and  great  disappointment. 
As  showing  how  complete  the  failure  has  been,  I  quote  from 
Medical  Freedom  of  October,  1912,  commenting  upon  the  report 
made  on  the  subject  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association: 

An  extended  report  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  for  August  S,  1912,  of  150  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
treated  with  tuberculin  affords  typical  illustration.  This  report  is  pre- 
pared by  Dr.  H.  L.  Barnes,  M.  L).,  superintendent  of  the  State  sanato- 
rium, Wallum  Lake,  R.  I.  In  opening  his  paper,  this  physician,  enjoy- 
ing such  exceptional  advantages  for  testing  the  treatment,  states  that 
the  material  for  the  report  was  derived  from  150  cases  of  tuberculosis 
treated  at  the  Rhode  Island  sanatorium  extending  over  a  period  of  five 
years  from  1907  to  1912,  inclusive.  The  report  is  very  full  and  is 
plainly  the  work  of  a  painstaking  scientist  earnestly  striving  to  test 
the  virtue  of  a  treatment  from  which  so  much  was  expected.  The  con- 
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eluding  lines  of  his  paper  give  the  result  of  his  experiment  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  This  analysis  furnishes  no  evidence  that  these  loO 
patients,  fallen  as  a  whole,  vrere  influenced  by  the  tuberculin  treatment." 

Even  the  Federal  health  authorities  have  at  last  come  to  realize  the 
worthlessness  of  this  treatment  that  was  formerly  heralded  as  one  of 
the  great  medical  discoveries  of  our  time,  for  in  the  Public  Health  Re- 
ports for  August,  1912  (issued  by  the  National  Government),  in  the 
oflBcial  utterance  of  the  Public  Health  Service  tuberculosis  sanatorium 
at  Fort  Stanton,  Surg.  F.  C.  Smith  says  : 

"  The  use  of  tuberculin  was  discontinued  at  this  station  after  the 
last  series  of  cases  reported  in  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Seventh  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Study  and  Prevention_  of 
Tuberculosis.'  *  *  *  j  believe,  moreover,  that  there  Is  a  growing 
skepticism  among  sanatorium  physicians  as  to  the  therapeutic  efficacy 
of  tuberculin  and  a  general  limitation  of  its  use  to  private  practice 
and  those  sanatoria  where  some  special  effort  is  needed  on  the  part  of 
the  practitioner  to  keep  in  intimate  touch  with  his  patients  ;  and,  m 
short,  that  the  benefit  of  tuberculin  is  limited  chiefly  to  the  effect  of  its 
administration  on  the  mental  condition  of  the  patient." 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  are  no  regrets  expressed  for  the  injuries 
resulting  in  manv  cases  from  the  use  of  tuberculin. 

Now,  if  we  turn  to  the  medical  literature  shortly  after  Dr.  Koch 
made  his  hope-inspiring  statements  regarding  his  discovery  of  a  lymph 
alleged  to  be  a  specific  in  the  cure  of  this  dread  disease  we  will  see 
how  this  supposed  wonderful  discovery,  considered  at  that  time  as  one 
of  the  greatest  scientific  achievements  of  the  age,  was  merely  an  ignis 
fatuus.  And  vet  so  late  as  the  autumn  of  1908  we  find  the  eminent 
Dr.  J.  Hammer,  of  Heidelberg,  in  an  address  delivered  before  the  Sixth 
International  Conerress  of  Tuberculosis,  held  in  Washington.  D.  C, 
speaking  of  the  great  importance  of  "  bringing  about  a  general  use  of 
tuberculin,"  which  he  describes  as  a  "  precious  and  successful  remedy," 
whose  use  "  will  always  prove  a  strong  weapon  in  the  combat  against 
tuberculosis." 

Serum  therapy  is  as  much  the  fetish  of  the  old-school  profession  to- 
day, as  was  the  inoculation  with  smallpox  virus  the  death-dealing 
fetish  of  the  same  school  in  Great  Britain  during  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. For  though  from  the  above  recent  citations  it  would  appear 
that  this  treatment,  as  it  relates  to  tuberculosis,  is  ready  for  the  scrap 
heap  the  profession  to-day  is  as  much  dominated  by  the  supposed  virtue 
of  typhoid  antitoxin  as  were  the  enthusiasts  of  earlier  years  with 
tuberculin. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Smith,  formerly  a  member  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  writing  in  Medical  Freedom,  lias  this  to  say  on 
the  subject : 

OtEcial  statistics  published  by  Bertillon  give  a  greater  mortality  rate 
under  serum  treatment  than  has  ever  been  known  during  any  preceding 
year  before  the  discovery  of  this  celebrated  specific.  Drs.  Sevestra, 
Gaucher,  and  Legendre  have  been  courageous  enough  to  make  known 
to  the  Societe  Medicale  des  Hopitaux  the  serious  and  frequent  acci- 
dents to  which  the  antidlphtheria  serum  gives  rise,  even  when  applied 
to  the  very  simple  cases  of  sore  throat. 

Eosenbach,  the  eminent  German  pathologist,  says: 

The  bacteriologists,  by  means  of  fallacious  conclusions,  have  estab- 
lished the  dogma  that  all  infectious  diseases  are  caused  by  bacteria, 
and  that  all  diseases  in  which  so-called  specific  bacteria  are  found  are 
infectious  diseases.  Since  this  unsubstantiated  teaching  has  become 
so  popular,  and  is  matter  of  such  common  comment  in  the  daily  press 
that  all  the  world  is  driven  to  really  dangerous  bacterioohobia.  I  fully 
appreciate  the  value  of  bacteriology  as  a  biological  science,  but  I  raise 
my  voice  against  the  unjustified,  the  unwarranted  claims  of  bacteri- 
ologists, especially  of  those  whom  one  calls  "nothing-but-bacteriolo- 
gists  " — the  diagnosticians  in  absentia — with  their  disinfectants  and 
measures  based  on  unsupported  theory. 

The  pictures  and  statements  are  fallacious  and  misleading,  because 
they  relate  to  an  unproved  theory  and  not  to  fact,  as  the  vitiated 
evidence  offered  as  statistical  proof  in  favor  of  medical  theories.  Here 
are  some  wise  words  from  the  Medical  Brief  : 

"  The  Pasteur  Institute  at  Paris  records  26,165  persons  bitten  by 
dogs  and  treated  by  Pasteur's  treatment.  Of  this  number  107  died. 
The  institution  thereupon  assumes,  and  claims,  that  all  the  rest  were 
saved  by  the  Pasteur  process.  There  is  absolutely  no  evidence  to  show 
that  any  of  the  other  patients  would  have  developed  hydrophobia — an 
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exceptionally  rare  disease,  the  existence  of  which  is  doubted  by  some  of 
our  ablest  men. 

"  There  is  no  proof  to  show  that  the  dogs  which  inflicted  the  wounds 
were  oiad  ;  neither  is  it  shown  that  infection  always  follows  contami- 
nation. Susceptibility  and  immucity  are  things  not  yet  fully  under- 
stood. The  same  method  has  been  used  to  support  other  theories. 
Large  numbers  of  children  suffering  from  a  variety  of  throat  troubles, 
from  the  most  insignificant  sore  throat  to  genuine  diphtheria,  have 
been  treated  with  antitoxin  in  conjunction  with  the  usual  supporting 
remedies.  All  those  who  recovered  were  indiscriminately  classed  as 
antitoxin  cures.  The  deaths  were  ascribed  to  the  unavoidable  fatality 
attending  a  grave  disease.  Where  the  cause  of  death  points  so  plainly 
at  antitoxin  as  not  to  be  misread  by  anyone  the  death  is  explained 
away  by  argument,  which  forever  condemns  its  use  to  an  unprejudiced 
mind. 

"  Upon  analysis  of  statistics,  and  comparison  with  previous  death 
rates  ruling  at  different  periods,  it  is  clearly  shown  that  serum  therapy 
has  not  lowered  the  death  rate  one  particle.  The  much-quoted  10  per 
cent  mortality  has  been  the  prevailing  rate,  except  in  isolated  epidemics, 
for  years.  Flint,  one  of  our  best  authorities  in  diseases  of  children, 
warns  us  that  nothing  is  more  misleading  than  statistical  evidence 
as  to  the  fatality  of  diphtheria,  varying  so  widely  at  different  times 
and  in  various  epidemics.  Also  in  this  disease  the  diagnosis  is  very 
apt  to  be  erroneous." 

It  is  ver.v  well  understood  that  these  numerous  serum  reme 
dies  have  been  ineffectual.  They  have  not  been  beneficial  to 
the  many,  as  statistics  show.  It  is  said  by  those  who  have  in- 
vestigated the  question  that  the  use  of  such  remedies  has  not 
reduced  the  death  rate  in  the  least.  I  quote  the  following  on 
the  subject  from  the  Pawtucket  (R.  I.)  Chronicle: 

XO  DECREASE   IN  DISEASE. 

Speaking  of  disease,  here  is  another  deplorable  confession  from  no 
less  an  authority  than  the  Medical  Record.  In  spite  of  the  army  of 
physicians,  their  discoveries,  and  their  hecatombs  of  vivisected  guinea 
pigs,  we  may  doubt,  says  the  Medical  Record,  whether  the  sum  total 
of  diseases  is  any  less  than  it  was  before  the  medical  profession  re.iched 
its  present  high  standing.  Preventive  medicine  has  made  '"  little  head- 
way," and  "  in  the  opinion  of  some  medical  men  diseases  are  on  the 
increase."  In  the  deeper  recesses  of  our  consciousness  we  had  suspected 
something  of  the  kind  ourselves,  but  such  heterodoxy  on  the  part  of 
a  layman  would  have  exposed  him  to  excommunication  with  bell,  boob, 
and  candle,  or  at  least  with  bacteria,  serums,  and  antitoxins.  But 
with  the  Medical  Record  behind  us,  we  can  afford  to  creep  out  into 
the  open. 

In  Brain  and  Brawn,  published  in  Los  Angeles,  this  is  said 
in  its  issue  of  October,  1913,  on  the  subject  of  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin :  ,    .  .  , 

DIPHTHBKIA  ANTITOXIN.  '  ' 

Antitoxin  does  not  cure  diphtheria.  Like  the  manufacture  of  other 
serums,  it  is  a  commercial  enterprise  that  pours  millions  and  millions 
into  the  coffers  of  the  National  Drug  Co.  Its  use  is  encouraged  by 
garbled  statistics,  every  case  of  suspected  diphtheria  or  of  diphtheretic 
sore  throat  now  being  reported  as  diphtheria.  With  a  few  old  horses 
the  manufacturers  of  this  stuff  can  get  enough  serums  to  infect  all 
the  boys  and  girls  in  the  United  States.  It  is  more  profitable  than  a 
gold  mine. 

Perhaps  you  doubt  what  I  say,  or  may  even  disbelieve  what  I  say, 
about  diphtheria  antitoxin.  Well,  then,  let  me  refer  you  to  the  highest 
medical  authority  in  the  United  States — to  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  bible  of  the  serum-injecting  school.  That 
publication  recently  said  : 

"  Our  present  methods  of  prevention  of  diphtheria  are  admittedly 
far  from  satisfactory.  *  *  *  The  use  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for 
preventive  purposes  is  not  a  practical  success,  because  the  antitoxin 
is  eliminated  too  rapidly.'' 

And  this  after  we  have  been  told  for  years  that  diphtheria  has  been 
entirely  conquered  by  medical  "  science." 

And  the  same  publication  has  this  to  say  on  microbes  and 
fear : 
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THE  GBEM  SUPERSTITION. 

Of  all  the  negative  conditions  the  race  is  subject  to  fear  is  the  great- 
est. We  are  born  cowards.  Our  mothers  feared  for  us  before  we  were 
born.  We  came  into  earth  life  with  a  wail  of  fear.  All  who  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  us  feared  something  evil  would  happen  to  us.  They 
were  afraid  we  would  "  catch  "  cold  or  the  measles  or  whooping  cough 
or  diphtheria  or  die  of  "  summer  complaint."  Somebody  feared  all  the 
time  that  we  would  get  scalded  or  frozen  or  fall  out  of  bed  or  down- 
stairs or  into  the  well. 

When  we  were  old  enough  to  be  afraid  we  feared  our  parents,  our 
teachers,  the  minister,  the  dark,  the  devil,  and  even  feared  God,  whom 
St.  .lohn  says  is  Love.  Later  we  were  afraid  of  failure  in  business,  of 
fire :  afraid  the  election  would  start  some  one  to  tinl^ering  with  the 
tariff  or  our  blessed  money  system.  We  were  afraid  on  land  or  sea, 
or  of  fire  and  water,  cold  and  heat,  wind  and  hail,  lightning  and  cy- 
clone, earthquake  and  tidal  wave,  and  yet  we  wonder  why  there  are 
so  many  sick  people. 

The  silliest  of  all  fears  is  the  fear  of  microbes.  We  laugh  at  the 
elephant  because  it  fears  a  mouse,  but  the  ignorance  of  the  elephant 
in  that,  respect  is  pure  wisdom  when  compared  with  man's  fear  of  con- 
tagious diseases  and  his  senseless  efforts  to  "  stamp  them  out "  by 
quarantine,  disinfectants,  germicides,  lymphs,  and  serums.  We  con- 
stantl.y  hear  parents  commanding  children  to  wrap  up  in  warm  cloth- 
ing during  cold  or  stormy  weather  in  order  that  they  may  not  "  catch  " 
grippe  or  diphtheria,  as  though  a  microbe  cares  a  flip  how  you  are 
clothed.  Some  noted  person  goes  for  a  month  with  his  colon  clogged 
with  half-digested  food  all  around  from  the  caecum  valve  to  the  sig- 
moid flexure.  The  doctors  dose  him  with  17  varieties  of  drugs  and 
mixed  drinks,  any  one  of  which  would  make  a  healthy  person  sick  unto 
death,  and  the  patient  dies  "  in  spite  of  the  very  best  medical  attend- 
ance." The  relatives,  the  press,  the  people,  demand  a  name  for  the  dis- 
ease. A  name  !  A  name  !  My  kingdom  for  a  name  !  So  the  doctors 
say  grippe  or  influenza  or  typhoid  or  appendicitis,  and  everyone  is  sat- 
isfied that  the  patient  died  in  a  perfectly  regular,  orderly,  and  proper 
manner. 

But  the  following  publication  in  the  New  York  Times  of  Janu- 
ary 21,  1911,  with  quotations,  is  one  of  the  most  severe  arraign- 
ments of  the  medical  profession  and  practice  that  has  come  to 
my  attention: 

It  is  now  some  four  or  five  years  since  physicians  in  the  Eastern 
States,  and  more  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York,  began  to  com- 
plain that  it  was  becoming  more  difficult  for  tUem  to  make  a  living. 
These  complaints  at  first  were  sporadic,  and  found  voice  at  compara- 
tively infrequent  intervals  in  the  medical  publications,  appearing  in  the 
form  of  letters  to  the  editor,  reprints  of  addresses  delivered  before 
medical  societies,  and  editorial  comments  upon  the  views  expressed 
therein. 

Various  reasons  were  assigned  for  this  shrinkage  of  incomes.  The 
consensus  of  opinion,  however,  attributed  the  trouble  to  a  combination 
of  circumstances,  which  included  overcrowding  of  the  profession,  the 
abuse  of  medical  charity,  lodge  and  contract  practice  for  ridiculously 
small  fees,  and  the  increase  of  specialization  with  its  attendant  ridicu- 
lously large  fees. 

The  outlook  for  the  general  practitioner's  pocketbook  grew  rapidly 
worse.  The  complaints — based  on  fact,  it  must  be  admitted — became 
more  insistent  and  remedies  were  demanded.  Conditions  to-day  are  so 
intolerable  that  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  find  an  issue  of  a  "publica- 
tion devoted  to  general  medical  topics  which  does  not  contain  a  dis- 
quieting reference  to  them.  One  such  .iournal  contained  the  statement 
in  one  of  Its  issues  of  last  summer  that  the  incomes  of  physicians  in  this 
cit.v  had  been  reduced  one-half  In  the  two  preceding  years. 

it  is  a  fact  that  the  profession  is  overcrowded.  France  has  a  popu- 
lation of  some  37,000,000,  and  yet  there  are  nearly  as  many  doctors  In 
the  State  of  New  York  as  there  are  In  that  country.  The  United  States 
and  Canada,  with  fewer  than  100,000,000  inhabitants,  support  120,000 
physicians ;  but  Great  Britain,  with  40,000,000  inhabitants,  has  only 
32  lOOO. 

Dr.  Norman  Barnesby,  of  this  city,  has  recently  written  a  book  bear- 
ing the  title  "  Medical  Chaos  and  Crime,"  which  one  might  quite 
properly  expect  to  have  either  of  these  effects  If  it  should  be  widely 
read.  It  may  result  in  reducing  the  incomes  of  the  majority  of 
medical  and  surgical  practitioners  to  the  vanishing  point,  or  it  may 
create  such  an  upheavel  that  the  profession,  stimulated  thereto  by  an 
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outraged  and  indignant  public,  will  purify  itself  by  eliminating  the 
grafter,  the  incompetent,  and  the  quack,  and  put  medical  education  and 
hospital  administration  on  a  sounder  basis. 

This  book  of  Dr.  Barnesby's  scatters  tradition  to  the  winds  in  that 
it  is  the  most  terrible  arraignment  of  a  profession  by  one  of  its  members 
that  could  be  conceived.  It  stands  alone  in  the  history  of  muckrak- 
ing. Stockyard  revelations  and  shameful  civic  exposures  are  tame  and 
trivial  incidents  in  comparison  with  the  unspeakable  horrors  contained 
in  its  pages.  Surgeons,  both  great  and  small,  are  charged  with  crimes 
ranging  from  minor  mutilations  to  murders.  The  book  reeks  with 
stories  of  the  coarsest  brutality  and  the  most  refined  cruelty,  while  the 
details  of  countless  hideous  blunders  are  of  a  character  to  make  the 
honest  and  capable  doctor  blush  with  shame  for  the  incompetence  of 
certain  of  his  fellows. 

The  author  states  that  his  book  "  is  a  criticism  of  the  present  stand- 
ards and  practices  of  the  medical  profession."  In  the  prefatory  chapter 
he  states  that  the  work  "  is  mainly  an  exposure  of  the  abuses  that  exist 
in  the  medical  profession  in  this  country — abuses  that  not  only  degrade 
the  practice  of  medicine  but  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  physical  and 
moral  deterioration  of  the  American  people."  Dr.  Barnesby  inveighs 
against  what  he  declares  to  be  the  false  standard  of  ethics  which  fetters 
the  profession,  and  he  has  broken  the  shackles,  so  far  as  they  may  have 
bound  him,  in  the  publication  of  this  work. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  catalogue  his  monstrous  disclosures.  It  is 
sufficient  to  explain  that  the  reader  does  not  have  to  take  the  author's 
word  alone  for  them  ;  he  quotes  liberally  from  the  published  adverse 
criticisms  of  scores  of  honest  physicians. 

Mr.  President,  the  physicians  need  not  look  far  to  find  reasons 
for  the  falling  off  of  their  practice  and  their  fees.  They  have 
largely  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Their  attacks  upon 
their  own  profession,  its  practices,  and  its  motives  have  done 
much  to  destroy  public  confidence  in  their  work  and  their  rem- 
edies. It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  in  their  distress  they 
are  appealing  to  Congress  and  other  legislative  bodies  for  laws 
that  will  hold  them  up  and  destroy  all  other  methods  of  heal- 
ing. And  Congress  has  responded  to  this  appeal.  The  i-egular 
or  allopathic  school  of  medicine  is  in  a  very  great  degree  living 
off  the  blind  and  unthinking  support  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment. A  large  percentage  of  them  are  in  the  Government  em- 
ploy to  the  exclusion  of  everyone  else.  Other  modes  of  healing 
have  come  into  existence,  because  most  people  have  come  to 
know  that  the  so-called  regular  doctor  with  his  drug  remedies 
is  a  failure.  Whether  they  are  better  or  worse  than  he  they 
divide  practice  and  fees  with  him,  and  do  as  much  or  more  good 
than  he  and  most  of  them  much  less  harm.  If  they  do  not  heal 
more  people  than  the  "regular  "  doctor,  they  take  fewer  lives, 
make  fewer  invalids,  and  burden  less  victims  with  deadly  drug 
habits. 

And  this  brings  me  to  a  brief  consideration  of  this  subject  of 
habit-forming  drugs  administered  by  the  regular  doctors.  I 
have  said  that  I  believed  the  doctors  were  responsible  for  more 
of  the  unfortunate  drug  fiends  than  any  other  cause.  I  am  by 
no  means  alone  in  this  opinion.  I  call  attention  to  a  few  opin- 
ions by  the  doctors  themselves  bearing  out  this  assertion. 

I  quote  the  following  from  the  ivfilwaukee  Free  Press  of 
October  18.  1912.  quoting,  in  part,  from  Dr.  A.  H.  Levings : 

"  I  believe  thoroughly  with  the  convention  of  the  National  Druggists' 
Association  that  doctors  are  largely  responsilile  for  the  drug  habit,  only 
I  would  put  it  more  strongly  and  say  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  cases 
are  due  to  doctors,"  said  Dr.  A.  IT.  Levings  yesterday. 

"  The  one  class  of  patients  to  whom  morpliine  should  never  be  admin- 
istered are  those  who  get  it  most  and  where  it  does  the  most  ultimate 
damage — nervous,  hysterical,  and,  in  some  cases,  undisciplined  women. 
This  kind  of  woman  has  a  pain  and  the  doctor  gives  her  morphine,  and 
the  trouble  is  started. 
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"  Of  course  it  is  an  easT  way  for  the  doctor,  and  saves  him  a  great 
deal  of  trouhle  to  pull  out  his  hypodermic  syringe  and  quiet  his  patient, 
but  it  is  this  that  makes  morphine  fiends. 

"  Doctors  can  avoid  this  and  should  avoid  it  by  never  using  morphine 
except  m  most  urgent  cases,  and  in  these  cases  not  repeating  the  dose 
and  never  telling  the  patient  what  it  is,"  said  Dr.  Levings. 

"  The  exceptions  to  this  genei'al  rule  are  found  in  those  cases  where 
the  patient  is  afflicted  with  an  incurable  disease  and  tormented  by  ter- 
rific pain.  Then  it  is  the  part  of  mercy  to  quiet  the  suffering,  for  the 
formation  of  the  habit  is  not  of  great  importance  when  a  patient  can 
live  but  a  few  weeks  in  any  event. 

"  The  great  fault  of  doctors  is  that  of  giving  morphine  for  inconse- 
quential ailments." 

Also,  on  the  same  subject,  I  take  from  the  Chicago  Post  of  its 

issue  of  December  11,  1912 : 

Washington,  December  11. 
The  medical  profession  is  doing  more  to  spread  the  drug  habit  among 
the  American  people  than  all  other  agencies  combined,  was  the  indict- 
ment made  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Kobler.  Chief  of  the  Drug  Division  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  in  an  address  before  the  forty-second  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Society  for  the  Study  of  Alcohol  and  Other  Nar- 
cotics. 

Dr.  Kobler  declared  that  the  hypodermic  needle,  which  had  been 
regarded  as  a  great  boon  to  mankind,  has  proved  to  be  one  of  its 
greatest  curses.  He  said  the  amount  of  opium  used  in  the  United  States 
had  increased  about  100  per  cent  in  the  last  40  years,  and  charged  that 
many  physicians  were  drug  users  themselves. 

And  the  Chicago  Tribune  of  February  6,  1914,  carries  this 

dispatch  from  the  city  of  New  Tort : 

New  York,  Fehruary  5. 

Habit-forming  drugs  are  sold  here  in  "  appalling  quantities,"  Carl  E. 
Whitney  said  to-day,  speaking  before  the  county  medical  society.  Mr. 
Whitney,  as  assistant  United  States  district  attorney,  had  charge  of 
enforcing  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  and  use  of  these  drugs.  He 
asserted  that  upward  of  100  doctors  and  druggists  in  New  York  are 
engaged  in  a  drug  traffic  which  threatens  health  and  morals.  One 
physician  in  a  single  month  purchased  on  prescription  .¥2,500  worth. 

''  The  drug  habit,"  lie  said,  "  can  be  cured  by  legislation.  It  does  not 
need  segregation  and  societies  for  social  uplift." 

He  recommended  that  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  "  dope " 
drugs  be  limited  and  the  traffic  regulated  by  a  system  of  registration, 
which  would  make  it  possible  to  trace  a  container  from  the  manu- 
facturer to  the  dispenser. 

Mr.  President,  these  are  tragic  stories  for  which  the  doctors 
are  responsible.  Why  should  they  wonder  that  intelligent  people 
are  afraid  of  them  and  that  their  practice  is  falling  oif.  I  have 
shown  that  while  they  are  making  drunkards  and  drug  fiends 
Christian  Scientists  are  healing  them.  Why,  then,  shotild  they 
wonder  that  thousands  of  their  former  patients  have  left  them 
and  now  go  to  Christian  Science  practitioners  for  their  healing. 
And  why,  in  the  name  of  common  sense  and  ju-stice,  should 
Congress,  or  any  other  legislative  body,  enact  laws  making  it  a 
criminal  offense  for  a  Christian  Scientist  to  save  the  unfortunates 
whom  the  "  regular "  doctors  have  started  on  the  downward 
road  to  ruin.  I  submit  the  following  statement  of  conditions 
by  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  superintendent  of  health  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  as  reported  in  the  Boston  Journal  of  March  24, 
1914 : 

■'  There  is  no  evidence  that  quinine  cures  malaria ;  that  pollution 
of  a  water  supply  is  a  cause  of  typhoid  ;  that  the  typhoid  germ  is  the 
cause  of  typhoid  ;  that  vaccination  prevents  smallpox  ;  that  antitoxin 
has  decreased  diphtheria  to  a  great  extent."  These  were  the  asser- 
tions of  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  superintendent  of  health  at  Providence, 
E.  I.,  in  a  lecture  on  preventive  hygiene  and  medicine  at  the  Harvard 
Medical  School  yesterday. 

"  There  is  no  real  reason  for  saying  that  bad  air  is  bad,"  he  continued. 
"  We  tiave  no  reason  to  assert  that  district  nursing  causes  the  decrease 
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of  Infant  mortality.  We  have  advocated  the  school  inspection,  though 
it  proves  to  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  severity  of  infectious 
diseases  in  a  community. 

"  Public  health  officers  are  likely  to  follow  any  plausible-sounding 
measure  for  sanitation  like  sheep.  The  vpay  we  have  been  removing 
adenoids  and  tonsils  wherever  we  find  them  is  an  example  of  that.  We 
need  less  faith  and  more  careful,  scientific  study  in  our  methods  of 
municipal  sanitation. 

"All  established  forms  of  preventive  medicine  should  be  questioned. 
The  more  established  and  older  they  are  the  more  they  should  be  ques- 
tioned. In  fact,  when  consensus  of  public  opinion  is  strong  in  support 
of  any  one  method  of  treatment  that  method  should  be  immediately 
investigated." 

Dr.  John  B.  Murphy,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  country,  has  declared  that  vaccines  are  very  "dan- 
gerous and  wicked  weapons  to  play  with."  He  is  quoted  in  the 
following  forceful  editorial  in  the  Jersey  Journal  of  September 
5,  1911: 

COMPULSORY  VACCINATION. 

"At  the  present  time,"  said  Dr.  John  B.  Murphy,  the  retiring  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  an  address  at  the  recent 
medical  convention  at  Atlantic  City.  "  our  knowledge  of  vaccines  is 
extremely  limited,  and  they  are  very  dangerous  and  wicked  weapons  to 
play  with." 

Other  scientists  of  the  highest  authority,  among  them  Metchnikolf, 
have  taken  a  similar  position.  Is  it  not  extraordinary,  then,  that  the 
Navy  Department  should  adopt  a  polic.y  of  punishing  seamen  who  refuse 
to  be  inoculated  with  the  antityphoid  vaccine?  Recently  a  seaman 
named  J.  M.  Holloman  was  ordered  to  the  prison  ship  Manila  for  one 
year  because  he  refused  to  be  inoculated. 

This  was  not  only  an  instance  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  but  a 
demonstration  of  rank  stupidity. 

The  New  York  Medical  Journal  takes  the  view  that  the  claims  put 
forth  with  so  much  confidence  by  the  advocates  of  a  compulsory  use  of 
the  antityphoid  vaccine  in  the  Army  and  Navy  may  in  reality  rest  upon 
improved  conditions  in  sanitation.  It  says  :  "  The  exclusion  of  typhoid 
from  the  Texas  maneuver  camps  last  year  may  be  credited  to  the  same 
wonderful  sanitation  as  in  India  and  as  in  other  camps  freed  from 
typhoid  in  seriously  infected  territory  years  before  inoculations  were 
tried." 

Clearly  there  should  be  no  compulsion  about  the  adoption  of  alleged 
medical  remedies  which  are  only  in  an  experimental  state  and  in  regard 
to  whose  virtue  our  best  authorities  differ. 

And  now  the  doctors  are  quarreling  among  themselves  as  to 
the  virtue  of  quarantine  in  case  of  infectious  diseases.  Dr.  L.  M. 
Holn,  State  bacteriologist  of  Michigan,  scouts  all  the  old  ideas, 
and  declares  quarantine  causes  more  deaths  than  it  prevents. 
On  the  other  hand.  Prof.  Clyde  Ross  Newell,  bacteriologist  of 
the  University  of  Illinois,  takes  just  the  opposite  view.  And  a 
special  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Boards 
of  Health  condemns  the  methods  and  extent  of  quarantines  by 
the  boards  of  health  of  the  State  and  recommends  radical 
changes  in  this  respect. 

So,  Mr.  President,  wherever  we  look  into  the  work  of  the 
medical  practitioner  we  find  incompetency,  negligence,  uncer- 
tainty, confusion,  and  differing  views  among  themselves.  Most 
of  them  are  honest  and  sincere.  Many  of  them  are  competent 
and  skillful.  Many  of  them  are  doing  their  best  to  elevate 
their  profession  and  make  it  worthy  and  an  instrument  for 
good.  But  the  great  fundamental  trouble  is  that  their  prin- 
ciple of  healing  is  wrong.  Their  remedies  are  not  only  inade- 
quate and  ineffectual,  they  are  dangerous  to  life  and  health. 
Doctors  help  by  their  presence  and  the  confidence  their  patients 
have  in  them,  but  their  drugs  and  the  surgeon's  knife  kill  and 
maim.  There  is  a  higher  law  of  life  and  health  than  this,  and 
they,  in  common  with  all  mankind,  must  find  it.  There  is  a 
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principle  of  health  and  harmony  that  they  have  not  found,  nor 
have  their  unfortunate  patients,  who  suffer  and  sorrow  and  die 
under  a  system  of  healing  that  ignores  this  principle  and  leans 
on  material  means.  It  is  a  broken  reed.  It  has  cost  many 
precious  lives  that  might  have  been  saved.  It  has  brought  into 
the  world  and  perpetuated  many  sorrows  and  much  suffering. 
And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  in  an  enlightened  and  Chris- 
tian country  this  material  and  deadly  system  is  being  blindly 
imposed  upon  a  protesting  and  suffering  people  by  harsh  and 
imjust  laws  and  by  placing  over  them  with  autocratic  powers 
the  men  who  have  mistakenly  devised  and  are  practicing  this 
ineffectual  and  dangerous  system.  Thousands,  yea,  millions 
of  people,  are  crying  out  against  these  unjust  and  coercive  laws, 
but  Congress  heeds  them  not.  The  hands  of  their  oppressors 
are  being  strengthened  day  after  day  by  new  laws.  Their  rules 
and  regulations,  by  which  men's  lives  are  guided  and  forced 
into  wrong  and  dangerous  ways,  grow  more  and  more  imrea- 
sonable  and  harsh.  Men,  women,  and  children  are  being  sac- 
rificed by  a  false  system,  that  violates  the  divine  laws  of  health 
and  harmony. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  a  matter  about  which  there  should  be  no 
coercion.  It  is  as  sacred  as  religion.  And  any  law  or  regula- 
tion that  forces  action  contrary  to  the  honest  convictions  of  a 
citizen  is  a  violation  of  his  most  sacred  rights  and  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  I  protest  earnestly  against  such 
laws.  I  appeal  to  Congress  to  awaken  and  inform  itself  on 
this  great  question  affecting  life,  health,  and  liberty,  and  afford 
relief  to  the  people  who  are  suffering  imder  the.se  unjust  and 
oppressive  laws.  I  am  not  asking  for  laws  in  favor  of  any  class 
or  mode  of  healing.  I  am  asking  only  for  freedom  to  follow 
their  convictions  of  what  is  best  for  them.  There  should  be 
no  class  legislation  on  the  subject.  I  am  only  asking  that  they 
shall  not  be  deprived  of  their  rights  and  their  liberties  by  ad- 
verse and  restrictive  laws  in  favor  of  and  at  the  dictation  of 
some  other  class. 

Eadium. 

Mr.  President,  I  come  now  to  consider,  briefly,  the  question  of 
radium  as  a  cure  for  cancer.  A  few  months  ago  it  was  heralded 
by  some  doctors  as  a  sure  remedy  for  that  fearful  disease.  It 
was  hailed  with  joy  as  the  deliverer  of  those  who  suffer  a  thou- 
sand deaths  from  its  dreadful  ravages.  A  sympathizing  world 
was  ready  to  accept  it.  Congress  was  appealed  to  to  enact 
such  lav/s  as  would  preserve  the  precious  metal  produced  in 
this  country  in  the  Government,  to  be  applied  to  healing  pur- 
poses. If  Congress  could  be  assured  that  radium  is  indeed  a 
cure  for  cancer,  it  could  do  no  less  than  comply  with  this  re- 
quest and  pass  the  bill  for  that  purpose,  now  pending  in  the 
Senate.  But  the  claim  that  radium  is  a  cure  for  cancer  has  been 
effectually  exploded  by  actual  experience  and  declared  by  nu- 
merous competent  authorities  on  the  subject  to  be  ineffectual 
for  that  purpose.  I  have  already  shown  that  there  is  a  remedy 
for  this  disease  that  has  healed  many  cases,  but  the  doctors 
and  the  surgeons  still  maintain  their  position  that  there  is  no 
cure  for  cancer  but  the  surgeon's  knife,  and  when  the  knife 
can  not  be  used  the  disease  is  incurable.  If  radium  is  not  a 
specific  for  cancer,  the  passage  of  the  radium  bill  would  be 
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an  act  of  inhuman  cruelty.  It  would  be  taken  as  an  indorse- 
ment by  the  Government  of  that  remedy  and  would  bring  addi- 
tional suffering,  disappointment,  and  sorrow  to  sufferers  from 
the  disease,  their  relatives  and  friends,  and  bring  no  compen- 
sating results. 

Briefly,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  of 
the  announced  opinions  of  doctors  and  others  to  the  effect  that 
the  belief  that  radium  will  cure  cancer  is  a  delusion  and  that 
the  claim  for  it  is  being  made  for  speculative  and  commercial 
purposes.  The  following  from  the  Los  Angeles  Times  of  date 
April  12,  1914,  contains,  in  a  brief  way,  the  opinions  of  some 
of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  medical  profession  on  the 
subject : 

New  York,  April  11. 

All  hope  of  curing  cancer  by  radium  has  been  abandoned  by  some  of 
the  foremost  surgeons  and  research  workers  of  the  country,  who  de- 
clared at  last  night's  meeting  of  the  American  Society  for  the  Control 
of  Cancer  that  the  failui-es  of  radium  outnumber  cures  100  to  1. 

That  nothing  is  of  avail  against  the  most  dreaded  disease  but  use 
of  the  knife  was  the  opinion  advanced  by  Dr.  William  H.  Mayo,  of 
Rochester,  Minn. 

Operation  is  the  only  cure,  but  radium  or  ray  treatment  is  in  order 
as  a  temporary  palliative,  where  operations  are  impossible,  according 
to  Dr.  Francis  G.  Wood,  director  of  cancer  research  at  Columbia  Univer- 
sity. "  Failures  from  radium  outnumber  the  cures  100  to  1."  he  said. 
"Another  generation  will  be  required,"  he  said,  "  to  furnish  knowledge 
on  the  real  cause  and  actual  nature  of  cancer.  Experiments  for  35 
centuries  show  that  heredity  plays  small  part  if  any  at  all  In  its 
appearance." 

That  a  change  In  the  )iabits  and  customs  may  reduce  the  disease  to 
some  extent  was  a  ray  of  hope  held  out  by  Dr.  Mayo,  who  also  said 
any  cancer  could  be  cured  if  operated  upon  in  its  early  stages. 

If  we  could  only  tell  how  to  avoid  it  I  would  be  glad,  because  I 
am  frank  to  admit  that  we  do  not  know,"  he  asserted.  He  said  that 
the  statement  that  the  use  of  meat  was  one  of  tlie  habits  to  be  avoided 
in  connection  with  cancer  prevention  had  been  wrongly  attributed  to 
him. 

The  only  optimistic  note  at  the  meeting  was  struck  by  Dr.  J.  Collins 
Warren,  chairman  of  the  Harvard  Cancer  Commission,  who,  after  re- 
viewing its  work,  stated  that  the  prospect  for  progress  in  combating 
cancer  had  never  seemed  so  bright  as  now.  "  Immediate  discovery  of 
the  causes  of  cancer  could  scarcely  be  expected,  but  the  scientific  com- 
mission in  research  work  had  entered  upon  a  field  where  progress  was 
sure  though  slow,"  he  declared. 

The  same  paper,  of  date  January  18,  1914,  carries  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  from  London,  England : 

London,  January  11. 

Apropos  of  Dr.  Lazarus  Barlow's  report  on  radium  treatment  for 
cancer  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  this  week,  the  Lancet  protests 
against  the  publication  in  the  lay  press  of  optimistic  statements  which 
are  not  only  inaccurate  but  also  raise  false  hopes  among  the  suffer- 
ers from  this  disease,  and  expresses  regret  that  medical  men  should 
encourage  such  publication. 

"  In  many  instnnces."  says  the  Lancet,  "  grievous  disappointment 
and  serious  financial  embarrassment  have  been  needlessly  added  to  the 
sufferings  of  the  victims  of  the  malignant  disease  by  the  publication 
of  ill-understood  medical  evidence. 

"  The  critical  Cjuestion  is.  How  many  cases  of  undoubted  and  inop- 
eraljle  malignant  diseases  have  been  completelj  relieved  by  radium 
treatment  and  remained  apparently  cured  sufficiently  long  to  give  rea- 
sonable hopes  of  permanent  relief? 

"  The  number  must  be  small,  we  think,  and  permanent  relief  probably 
only  occurs  where  circumstances  are  unusually  favorable.  Up  to  the 
present  radium  has  brought  us  little,  if  any,  nearer  to  the  discovery  of 
a  definite  cure  for  the  malignant  disease,  and  wo  feel  that  science  is  not 
benefited  by  allowing  enthusiasm  to  outrun  discretion." 

The  Lancet  adds  that  no  stress  should  be  laid  on  Dr.  Barlow's  recent 
statement. 
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"  It  is  of  a  pathologist  having  do  responsibility  for  the  treatment  of 
any  patients.  The  figures  given  are  incorrect,  and  the  statement  has 
been  repudiated  by  the  surgical  staff  of  Middlesex  Hospital. 

"  The  time  has  not  come  for  any  public  announcem.:'nt,  however 
guarded,  pointing  to  radium  as  a  cure  for  cancer.  Meanwhile  any 
statement  of  the  results  obtained  at  the  hospitals  should  clearly  come 
from  the  medical  staff  who  carry  out  the  treatment  and  watch  the 
results." 

The  following  from  tlie  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, of  date  March  21,  1914,  shows  how  the  claim  that 
radium  carries  remedial  medicinal  qualities  is  being  commer- 
cialized as  well  as  the  unproved  fact  that  it  is  effective  as  a 
cure  for  cancer : 

STATUS   OF  RADIUM. 

To  the  editor: 

I  have  recently  received  several  circulars  from  the  Radium  Chemical 
Co.,  Forbes  and  Meyran  Avenues,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  which  seems  to  be 
introducing  radium  drinking  water,  radium  bath  water,  radioactive 
earth  for  external  applications,  radium  compresses,  and  radium  in 
ampules  for  intravenous  injection. 

The  company  and  its  methods  are  new  to  me,  and  I  should  be  glad 
if  you  have  any  information  on  the  subject  to  give  to  the  profession, 
especiall.v  in  regard  to  the  eiEcacy  of  radioactive  water  and  radium 
baths,  of  which  the  newspapers  are  saying  so  much  of  late  and  which 
I  find  are  being  adopted  by  some  members  of  the  profession. 

William  H.  van  deh  Bueg,  M.  D., 

New  York. 

Answer.  Eadium  is  still  on  trial  in  all  its  forms.  Water  containing 
radium  emanations  is  presumably  radioactive  and  may  produce  the 
milder  effects  of  radium  on  the  animal  organism,  but  it  must  still  be 
held  as  undemoustrated  that  these  effects  are  of  value  in  the  treatment 
of  constitutional  diseases.  While  some  clinical  evidence  has  been  in- 
troduced to  show  a  favorable  effect  from  these  preparations,  the  inter- 
pretation of  such  evidence  is  always  beset  with  difficulties  ;  it  is  hard 
to  separate  the  improvement  which  arises  from  psychic  Influences  from 
that  which  rests  on  an  objective  basis. 

It  is  notable  that  the  conditions  in  which  radium  emanations  are 
used,  such  as  rheumatism,  are  liable  to  psychic  impressions  and  are 
readily  influenced  by  new  forms  of  treatment  which  later  lose  their 
beneficial  influence. 

Like  many  other  applied  remedies,  or  supposed  remedies,  the 
use  of  radium  has  been  an  experiment  that  h,is  hastened  the 
death  of  many  patients  thus  experimented  upon.  It  has  not 
only  hastened,  it  has  caused  such  deaths,  that,  as  I  have  shown, 
could  have  been  prevented  by  other  means.  The  following  brief 
extract  from  the  Chicago  Record-Herald,  in  its  issue  January 
27,  1914,  tells  how  it  works  in  actual  practice : 

Washington,  January  26. 
Radium  as  a  cure  for  cancer  is  still  in  an  experimental  stage,  and  its 
use  in  the  treatment  of  internal  cancer  results  fatally  in  a  large  per- 
centage of  cases,  according  to  testimony  given  before  the  House  Mines 
Committee  to-day  by  William  H.  Campbell,  director  of  the  radium  clinic 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Campbell  told  the  committee  that,  so  far  as  the  deeper  cancers 
were  concerned,  "  we  can  not  tell  to-day  what  the  outcome  of  the 
radium  treatment  will  be." 

"We  can  tell,"  he  said,  "  that  there  is  a  disappearance  of  the  tumor; 
that  the  radium  causes  the  disintegration  of  the  tissue  of  the  cancer ; 
but  something  is  created  in  that  disappearance  which  is  absorbed  by 
the  blood  and  which  kills  my  patients.  Nobody  can  tell  for  four  or  five 
years  what  the  ultim;ite  result  will  be." 

"  How  many  of  your  patients  have  died  as  a  result  of  your  treat- 
ment?" asked  Representative  Byenes  of  South  Carolina. 

Dr.  Caropbell  said  that  two  out  of  five  of  the  cases  treated  ended 
fatally.  He  added  that  all  were  cases  which  would  have  resulted  in 
death  in  a  few  months  without  treatment. 

"  I  simply  feel,"  he  said,  "  that  I've  shoved  those  patients  over  a 
little  bit  sooner." 
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Here  also  comes  the  voice  of  Germany,  through  one  of  its 
medical  experts,  as  reported  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  of  date 
January  3,  1914: 

Berlin,  January  2. 
"A  gigantic  swindle "  is  the  vigorous  description  applied  by  Prof. 
Ernst  Schvreninger,  of  Munich,  to  the  theory,  prevalent  throughout  the 
world,   that  radium  and  mesothorium  are  the  long-sought  cure  for 
cancer. 

Prof.  Schweninger,  who  is  famous  as  the  private  physician  of 
Prince  Bismarck,  airs  his  views  In  the  January  number  of  the  Neu 
Runschau.  He  says  he  can  not  and  will  not  believe  that  the  much- 
vaunted  radioactive  substances  are  the  panacea  medical  men  have  been 
huntins'  for  generations. 

All  the  means  hitherto  used  in  treating  cancer,  he  says,  produce  tem- 
porary amelioration  but  no  cure. 

"  Radium  and  mesothorium,"  he  says,  "  are  simply  new  auxiliary 
means  of  treating  cancer  ;  they  are  certainly  not  a  cure.  In  the  last 
analysis  they  are  no  better  tlian  other  inadequate  means  at  our  dis- 
posal.'' 

Prof.  Schweninger  goes  further  and  asserts  that  radium  and  meso- 
thorium even  have  positively  dangerous  properties.  They  are  often 
"too  aggressive"  and  involve  the  risk  of  entirely  destroying  adjacent 
tissues  or  neighboring  organs." 

Prof.  Schweninger's  article  concludes  : 

"  The  whole  business  can  only  be  described  as  madness." 

Not  only  have  the  most  capable  experts  declared  that  radium 
does  not  cure  cancer,  but  at  least  one  competent  authority  is 
reported  to  have  declared  that  it  actually  causes  cancer. 

The  following  from  the  Denver  Post  of  October  4,  1914,  gives 
the  views  of  Dr.  Rovsing  on  the  sub.iect  that  should  challenge 
attention : 

RADIU.M   MAKES  SOME  CANCERS  WORSE. 

That  radium  may  promote  cancer,  instead  of  checking  it,  is  the  con- 
clusion forced  on  Dr.  Rovsing,  a  well-known  surgeon,  by  his  tragic  ex- 
periences in  a  number  of  cases.  He  found  that  exposure  to  radium 
apparently  fanned  into  rapid  malignant  growth  many  small  superficial 
growths  which  had  hitherto  been  not  at  all  serious. 

Dr.  Rovsing  says  he  was  unable  to  iind  any  authentic  case  of  an 
actual  cure  of  a  cancer  under  radium,  but  the  chorus  of  encouraging 
reports  overcame  his  first  misgivings,  and  he  began  to  apply  radium 
himself  in  1912.  His  extremely  unfavorable  experiences  made  him  fear 
that  his  technic  was  at  fault,  so  he  took  a  trip  to  Heidelberg  to  study 
the  technic  in  vogue  there,  and  found  that  he  had  been  applying  it 
strictly  according  to  rule  in  every  respect. 

Yet  in  many  instances  the  exposure  was  followed  by  the  transforma- 
tion of  an  indolent  growth  into  a  rapidly  gnawing  cancer,  becoming 
too  serious  for  an  operation  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  He  gives 
the  details  of  10  such  cases.  They  were  selected  for  radium  treatment 
on  account  of  the  apparently  peculiarly  favorable  conditions  for  this. 

In  one  case  a  small  tumor  in  the  cheek,  the  recurrence  of  one  which 
had  been  removed  with  the  knife  less  than  three  months  before,  could 
easily  have  been  removed,  but  as  it  seemed  to  invite  radium  treatment, 
this  was  applied  for  20  hours.  The  tumor  became  in  a  few  days  much 
worse,  and  all  who  saw  it  were  convinced  that  this  was  the  direct 
result  of  the  radium  exposure,  especially  as  case  after  case  showed  this 
same  course. 

The  growth  often  became  intensely  painful  shortly  after  the  radium 
exposure.  This  was  particularly  evident  in  the  case  of  a  man  of 
29,  wlio  had  been  given  the  radium  treatment  at  Omaha  for  a  sus- 
picious lump  on  his  lower  lip,  which  had  been  noticed  for  two  years. 
After  the  radium  exposure  the  lump  began  to  grow  rapidly,  and  when 
cut  out  it  quickly  returned. 

This  occurred  again  after  a  second  operation. 

The  small  ulceration  in  the  scar  and  two  slightly  enlarged  glands 
under  the  jaw  were  then  treated  with  radium.  The  glands  had  been 
thus  enlarged  for  two  years  without  change,  but  after  the  last  radium 
exposure  the  whole  region  at  once  became  a  rapidly  fatal  cancer. 

Mr.  President,  I  could  go  on  indefinitely  quoting  opinions 

from    competent    experts    declaring    against   the   efficacy  of 

radium  as  a  remedy  for  cancer.    But  I  desist.    The  Senator 
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from  Colorado  [Mr.  Shafroth],  when  the  radium  bill  was  up 
for  discussion  at  the  last  session,  cited  a  number  of  these 
adverse  opinions.  I  am  not  so  much  concerned  about  the  re- 
striction of  the  sale  by  the  Government  of  radium-bearing 
lands.  But  I  am  greatly  concerned  about  the  avowed  purpose 
for  which  such  lands  are  to  be  reserved,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  My  appeal  has  been  made  to  the 
sense  of  justice  of  the  Senate  and  the  American  people.  I 
would  not  abolish  or  overthrow  the  Public  Health  Service  if  I 
could.  I  would  make  it  broader,  more  tolerant,  more  humane. 
I  would  have  it  presided  over  by  a  man  of  broad,  tolerant,  and 
humanitarian  views,  who  could  look  beyond  the  dead  line  of 
the  so-called  regular  school  of  medicine  and  seek  for.  find,  and 
apply  for  the  common  welfare  all  that  is  good  in  every  school 
of  medicine,  old  and  new,  and  all  other  methods  of  healing, 
saving  none,  favoring  none.  I  would  not  allow  any  medical  or 
any  other  professional  practitioner  of  any  other  school  of 
medicine  or  other  mode  of  healing  to  preside  over  the  Public 
Health  Service.  I  would  allow  no  preference  to  rule  or  control 
the  service.  As  it  is  now  governed,  it  is  an  auxiliary  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  of  course  is  biased,  narrow, 
and  unjust.  The  by-laws  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
provide : 

*  *  *  Commissioned  medical  ofiBcers  of  the  United  States  Army, 
United  States  Navy,  and  the  United  States  Public  Health  and  Marine- 
Hospital  Service  shall  he  members  of  this  association  so  long  as  they 
are  engaged  actively  in  their  respective  service  and  thereafter,  if  they 
have  been  retired  on  account  of  age  or  physical  disability.  These  mem- 
bers shall  not  be  required  to  pay  dues,  and  shall  not  receive  the  .Tournal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  except  by  personal  subscription. 

Thus  are  all  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Government  made 
members  of  the  association,  and  I  am  informed  that  none  of 
them  have  declined  to  accept  such  membership.  I  do  not  ques- 
tion their  motives  or  their  good  faith,  but  I  do  seriously  ques- 
tion their  judgment  and  the  propriety  of  the  health  officers  of 
the  Government  belonging  to  an  association  operated  for  the 
benefit  of  its  own  members.  For  every  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  the  following  certificate  is  sent  to  such  medical 
ofBcers : 

This  is  to  certify  that  Dr.  is  a  fellow  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  1914,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
register  at  the  Atlantic  City  session  on  presentation  of  this  card. 
(United  States  Health  Service.) 

  •  ,  Secretary. 

The  Government  should  see  to  it  that  the  service  is  removed 
from  any  such  influence  and  made  the  unbiased  and  honest 
searcher  for  the  best  that  can  be  found  as  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing disease  and  preserving  the  public  health.  I  ask  no  more 
than  this,  and  I  ask  it  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  American 
people.  The  Government  should  grant  them  no  less.  I  appeal 
to  Congress  for  a  fair,  unbiased,  and  patriotic  consideration 
of  this  great  question  that  Involves  the  health  and  happiness, 
the  lives  of  our  people. 
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